A CADFA volunteer’s story - Volunteer to Teach in  Palestine  
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NATFHE member Gill Kaffash retired in July 2004 after 25 years as a Basic Skills lecturer, 11 at Tower Hamlets College. In November 2005, she started teaching English again – but this time the venue was the town of Abu Dis in Palestine. 

A volunteer for 5 weeks at the Al-Quds University and in a community centre, both situated near the Separation Wall that cuts Abu Dis from Jerusalem, she learned lots about the difficulties of Palestinian life under Israeli Occupation and the massive interruption to normal life created by the Separation Wall. 

She met friends who could not get to hospital when they were ill, who were cut off by the Wall from the jobs they had had, or from close family members.  She saw the disruption to study at the University which has the 8-metre Wall built across its campus. And she had an enthusiastic reception from her students, who were very keen to learn.

Gill has come back keen to find other lecturers who would like to help in their holidays or after retirement. “More volunteers to help with training or English teaching would be of real practical help. If their experience is like mine, they will have a wonderful time, despite the horrors of the Occupation”.

Nandita Dowson, NATFHE News Feb 2006
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