Update on the work of Camden Abu Dis
Friendship Association — February 2011
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In this letter we would like to give you some updates
about the work of Camden Abu Dis Friendship
Association during the last period and our plans and
hopes for the next few months.
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Camden Abu Dis Friendship
Association is still very
active, working towards its
goal of trying to raise ‘
awareness in British society il
about the human rights J
situation in Palestine in

general and in particular in Abu Dis and revealing what
is happening to Palestinians under Israeli occupation.
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To this end our organisation in London is in
communication with hundreds of people and we take
issues to policy-makers on a regular basis. We publish
leaflets and give out information and organise many
different activities to highlight what is happening in
Palestine.
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Some of the work that we
have done in the last period
is as follows....

Since the arrests of many
Abu Dis children last
September CADFA in London
has raised the level of its
child prisoner campaign and
has published and
distributed a new leaflet that
you can see on the internet. & o= — —r
We have spoken to our Members of Parliament and
communicated widely; we have had some encouraging
responses. We are now organising a letter-writing
campaign which will culminate on 17 April (Palestinian
Prisoners’ Day). We will present the letters to our
Members of Parliament and to the European
Parliament demanding further action.
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In October, the ‘Stories from our Mothers’ book was
launched at the Al Quds University and there was a
showing of the film also called ‘Stories from our
Mothers’. The book is in English and Arabic and can be
seen at Dar Assadaga and many of the organisations in
Abu Dis have a copy. It has been distributed to
organisations across the West Bank which helped with
the women’s project in 2009- 2010.

The book and film are getting good reviews in Britain
and they are being used in meetings and in
organisations to raise awareness of the situation that
women in Palestine have been living in since 1948.
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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is an active
member of the Twinning Network and works with
twinning groups across Britain. We have a special link
now with Tower Hamlets-Jenin group and with them
organised a visit to Britain last November of a
Palestinian MP from Jenin who spoke at the national
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Twinning conference. During that visit there was a big
meeting in Tower Hamlets about prisoners.
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There was also a special event at Maria Fidelis School
which has a twinning link with the UNWRA School in
Abu Dis, and children from Camden who had been
involved in the summer project with Abu Dis children
were given their certificates.

This was also the first showing of the Camden Abu Dis
Youth Film which was made by young people from
Camden and Abu Dis last summer: it was shown in Abu
Dis following that. Copies of that film will be given to
every school in Abu Dis and in Camden.
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We have had some events including people who are
very famous in Britain and this is good as it brings the
attention of new people.

On the UN Human Rights Day 10th December 2010,
CADFA organised a concert in
Camden which included
readings by a famous actress,
Susannah York, from our
book ‘Stories from our
Mothers'.
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On 7" February, a
famous film
director, Ken
Loach, attended a
showing of the
CADFA youth film
and his own film
about Ireland,
‘The Wind that Shakes the Barley,” in order to help us
raise some money to continue our activities
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We are working very hard now to build activities and
campaigning work for the next year, and some of our
plans include...

e Avisit to Palestine
including a tour to
the north and the
south of the West
Bank (late February)
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e  Avisit to Britain of Palestinian women for
International Women'’s Day (early March).
During this time, the visitors will speak in
schools, to health organisations, community
groups and at International Women’s Day
celebrations and on a demonstration in
Trafalgar Square.
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e Avisit of teachers from nine schools in London
to schools in Abu Dis (April). We have been
working with the Camden schools for six or
seven years now and it is very exciting that
now there are nine Camden schools happy to
make partnerships with Palestinian schools —
this represents )
a big change.

I ou G2lS (B e e adi e Gpaleal B LG @

)2z lilee 261 a8 U@J@JGAUM
Jaa i s dpaball i Al Jae e S

A8 jliall Baniven (o e andi V) a5 538
&
GlEe
Adaa
s
&
ol
oS as Jia W Al 138 G o

e CADFA conference in London (April)
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e Twinning with Palestine conference in
partnership with the Human Rights Clinic at Al
Quds University (late April)
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e The6™ youth visit from Abu Dis to Camden
(June, subject to funding)
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e Student visit from Al Quds University to
Camden Universities (September, subject to
funding)
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e We continue to support activities at Dar
Assadaga including an environment club for
children and sewing, agriculture, English for
women. We are looking for volunteers and
ideas for our summer camp for children in July.
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We need people to know that even with all of these
activities and all of the things we are planning for the
future, we are still in the middle of a huge money crisis
and struggling for our existence. We are very
determined as in our own area we can see the
difference that we are making, and we know also how
important our group is to keeping some of the other
twinning groups going.

So if you can think of any
way to help, please tell us.
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We always welcome your communication,
involvement, ideas. Please keep in touch. You can be in
touch with our co-ordinator in Abu Dis via Dar
Assadaga or abudis@camdenabudis.net and in London
with contact@camdenabudis.net
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With all best wishes
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CADFA leaflets (available from Dar Assadaga)
-The Separation Wall
-Child Prisoners

- Settlements around
Jerusalem

-Refugees

-The Environment
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CADFA books

The First Six Days

Voices from Abu Dis

For Hammam: A Handbook for Young People about
Human Rights in Palestine

Stories from our Mothers

CADFA films
Stories from our Mothers (women’s film)
Don’t Divide Us (youth film)
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CADFA on the internet

Human rights reports

CADFA website www.camdenabudis.net
You Tube

Facebook
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/
http://www.camdenabudis.net/

