CADFA Health Links Talk, 4 March 2010
Healthcare under Occupation

Public Meeting Hosted by the Camden Trades Council

In the grandiose setting of a Camden Town Hall Committee room, our Palestinian guest, Rana, took time out of the CADFA Women’s visit to speak to trade unions from the Camden area. With passion and eloquence she explained the healthcare situation in Abu Dis, including sharing her own personal experiences and those of her family and friends.

Rana highlighted the permit system and the delays to receiving vital care that this entails. Permits issued by the Israeli government are required to travel the very short distance through the wall to local hospitals in East Jerusalem.

She then spoke of the use of healthcare provision as a tool for collective punishment with regards to denying permits to family members of activists, political prisoners, and other ‘blacklisted’ Palestinians. 

Rana explained that getting through the Wall in a medical emergency is an ordeal in itself. Once an ambulance gets to the wall, the patient must wait to see if they will be allowed access. If they are, they then have to wait while another ambulance comes from an East Jerusalem hospital to pick the patient up and take the patient back to the hospital for treatment. The time lost to this extra journey and the delays at checkpoints and the Wall (sometimes for several hours) have seen deaths, checkpoint births, and many cases of severe and avoidable damage to health.

Rana spoke of how nearly everyone in Abu Dis had experienced the worry and distress involved in this discriminative and oppressive system of healthcare. She spoke movingly of her own experiences and her fears for her family’s future. 

Rana explained that CADFA Health Links fundraising work has been important to the people of Abu Dis and has been put to very good use. She focused on the newly opened Shehadeh Mohsen Diabetes Clinic that provides specialised diabetes treatment to Palestinians that have been denied permits.   

The discussion was opened to the floor and trade unionists engaged with Rana in a vibrant discussion about healthcare in Palestine and what their branches can do to help.    
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