Camden Abu Dis Teachers’ Forum no. 6 July 2009
2009 j9ai 6 ) Ay (usd g3l 9 OalS Cpaalna (o ita

! -““‘H“."\E,_.L

o




Camden Abu Dis work linking schools in
both places... pictures here from

2007 — the second youth visit from Abu
Dis to Camden. Dar Assadaqga dabkeh
group dancing in a school in Camden
2008 — the third youth visit from Abu Dis
to Camden. Abu Dis children with the
music teacher funded by Camden Abu
Dis Friendship Association, preparing to
sing at Camden Local Authority

2007 — teachers from Camden join
people from Abu Dis at a concert
organised by Camden Abu Dis
Friendship Association in the Girls’
School hall in Abu Dis

2008 — Abu Dis teachers on a visit to
Camden

2009 — Camden teachers at the Ministry
of Education in Ramallah

2009 — three pictures from the Youth
Ambassadors for Human Rights project
(the fourth Abu Dis youth visit to
Camden organised by Camden Abu Dis
Friendship Association)

Dear friends and colleagues in
Camden and Abu Dis Schools

Greetings to all of you. This is going
to as many teachers as we can send it to in
Camden and Abu Dis. Please show this to
your friends and colleagues.

Hope you have a lovely summer!

The Abu Dis teachers are already on
holiday (from early June — they go back in
late August), Camden teachers are about to
finish their term (they go back in early
September).
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Sorry this is late... We usually manage to
get it out in term time, but it has been a very
very busy term... But we hope you have
time to read it and will show it to your
friends and colleagues, or point them to the
website.

This newsletter and the website

We have produced a newsletter for Camden
and Abu Dis teachers each term for the past
two years. You can see the old ones on the
Camden Abu Dis website at
www.camdenabudis.net/education

If you click on EDUCATION on the left of
the screen, you can see other parts of our
website with links to your schools etc. We
hope to develop this further next year

Connecting Classrooms

We are really delighted that our hard work
over the past five years has led to an offer
by the British Council of a special project for
the next two or three years to link schools in
Camden and in and near Abu Dis. This will
help to develop curriculum work.

This follows all the work we have done
creating links between these areas and
involving schools and education authorities
at both ends and is a very special
opportunity.

At the time of writing, this project isn’t
confirmed but we hope that it will happen,
and we will bring you more news in the next
edition of this newsletter.
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Camden teachers’ visit to Abu Dis

The second Camden teachers’ visit to Abu
Dis, funded by the British Council,

was in April this year. Nine teachers from
different schools in Camden visited
Palestine for a week. They visited and
worked in schools in Abu Dis and took part
in workshops with Abu Dis teachers. They
very much appreciated the chance to see
and learn about life in Palestine, were very
shocked to discover what life is like under
occupation. They went back to their
Camden schools with lots of ideas of ways
to stay in touch with their colleagues in Abu
Dis.

Some of these ideas were:

Blogs

Please have a look at the blogs that are
linking teachers in Abu Dis and Camden.
These are developing slowly. If you would
like to put something on one of these blogs,
please get in touch with us at
education@camdenabudis.net

UNWRA School and Maria Fidelis School
and South Camden Community School:
http://unrwaabudis.blogspot.com/

Abu Dis Boys’ School and Hampstead
School:
http://abudisboyschool.blogspot.com/

Girls’ secondary schools in Abu Dis and
Camden
http://camdenabudisqirls.blogspot.com/

Primary schools in Abu Dis and Camden
http://camdenabudisprimary.blogspot.com/

Arab Institute and secondary schools in
Camden
http://camdenarabinst.blogspot.com/
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http://camdenabudisprimary.blogspot.com/
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Competition for your students!

We hope to encourage you to use the
blogs... and we will give a prize to the best
two contributions to each of these blogs
next term, one each from Abu Dis and one
from Camden. Contributions can be pictures
or writing (and in English or Arabic).

We hope that means you will show them to
your students... We’'ll remind you in the
autumn! And we’ll judge it in the new year
(January)

School twinning

There are now four Camden schools that
have developed twinning relationships with
Camden schools, and lots of other links
between the schools as well. The work of
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is
integral to this work. We try to help to keep
communication going and a whole series of
positive activities at each end.

CONCERT

In June, we were delighted to organise a
special Refugee Week concert at South
Camden Community School, starring
musicians from Maria Fidelis School as well
as young actors from Dar Assadaga Drama
Group Abu Dis, and classical music, singing
and rap... It was a fantastic concert, and
was specially to mark the twinning of SCCS,
Maria Fidelis and the UNRWA school in Abu
Dis.

You can see the leaflet for the concert here

http://www.camdenabudis.net/docs/concert
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%20leaflet%20A4.pdf

Volunteering

One of the teachers from Maria Fidelis came

to Abu Dis at the school year, and was able
to spend some time in the UNRWA school,

teaching and helping to strengthen the links
between the two schools.

Sarah is also working at Dar Assadaga in
Abu Dis, where she was able to work with
the young visitors to Camden on their
English (see below), and she is is working
together with another CADFA volunteer and
other people on the summer camp at Dar
Assadaqa.

“Twin Impressions” photo exhibition

Camden teachers who visited Abu Dis in
April put together a strong exhibition of
photographs which were shown in King’s
Place — a new arts centre in Camden —in
June. The exhibition was opened by
Professor Manuel Hassassian, the
Palestinian Ambassador to Britain, who also
watched a play performed by young people
from Abu Dis, who were using drama as a
way of telling people in London about life
with the Separation Wall and the
checkpoints.

Here is the exhibition leaflet:

http://www.camdenabudis.net/docs/exhibitio
n%20opening.pdf

Youth Ambassadors for Human Rights

This summer Camden Abu Dis (CADFA)
was able to arrange the fourth visit of Abu
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Dis young people to Camden, this time with
the help of European Youth in Action
funding. This visit was a little different from
previous years. Camden young people
joined the Abu Dis young people in a week-
long exploration of human rights. All of them
learned a huge amount and really enjoyed
themselves.

There will be a small book in Arabic and
English and a DVD about the visit available
soon for schools in Camden and Abu Dis.

You can find out about the visit and how it
went on the visit blog:

http://yhr09.blogspot.com/

* Stories from our Mothers

Camden Abu Dis (CADFA) is very pleased
and excited to have been granted funding by
the Anna Lindh Foundation for a project that
will take place during the coming year,
involving women from Camden coming to
Abu Dis and Palestinian women going to
Camden, to build links and to talk about their
lives.

If it is of interest to you and your schools to
have speakers or visitors from the other
country, do get in touch with us. Plans are
being finalised but we are expecting the
Camden women to go to Abu Dis in the
autumn, and Palestinian women to go to
Camden in the early spring.

If you are interested in taking part in the visit
yourself, do contact us.

contact@camdenabudis.net.

Arab Institute

We are told that the Arab Institute have
written about the Camden Abu Dis link in
their recent school magazine — We are very
much looking forward to seeing it!
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Thank you Nita il )_’P \)Sm

We'd like to say a big thank you to those o eaall g cpaleall LSS sy o) 26
teachers and schools in Camden that have ) L L

worked to raise money for Camden Abu Dis Lee s e (A Llle Lmaal) pon B 8 Coaala
Friendship Association education links and oS Can oo yaal) Al aall T 5y skl

for their twinned schools. A real STAR this

year was Nita from Hampstead School, who = J S disad (pe Ui daleall Lo cadd A1) 3 aluall

raised money by running 13 miles in Paris... X L )
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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association

Annual GeneraI_Meeting is next week. _Our e s 52elS A8 as dmanl ?L’J‘ L,SJ-"“J‘ &u\;y\
annual report will shortly be on the website —

Have a look at it to find out what other things il mandl )8 @ & g () S

we have been doing. i . -
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Hope to work with you during the next year. Aladl DA Uilee e 3y el 48 jaal agle & LY

Meanwhile Al alall DA aSae Jend b Jals Gaalall

HAVE A LOVELY SUMMER fries Ahae sliaty apeall 00D
. Akl bl U<

And all best wishes

Nandita .

Co-ordinator Ui

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association. ot sd 2alS 4 aia dumen diu






