Sent: Sunday, May 07, 2006 4:40 PM

Subject: stop the collective punishment to all the Palestinian people

    The International Community’s reaction to the free and fair elections held in Palestine, and the collective punishment of Palestinians cutting off Aid is seen as unjust and hypocritical.  The elections were categorized by the NED- the National Endowment for Democracy as text book free and fair elections. The people of Palestine have been paying the price for democratically electing a government. Israel has also frozen the transfer of tax and customs receipts it collects on behalf of the PA, worth up to $50 million a month. 

 We the Palestinian people on behalf of the all the Palestinian   is loudly raising our voice to be heard convincingly on the unfolding tragedy of Palestine and wish to emphasize the following: 

1. The Palestinian elections expressed the will of Palestinian people and their choice. 

2. The International Community should respect the result of the Palestinian Democracy as one of the Human Rights. 

3. The foreign assistance to Palestinian People is integral to the agreements reached in the last ten years and stopping it means violating those agreements. 
Recent studies show that: 

· Over 65% of the population lives in severe poverty. 

· Stopping external aid to the Palestinian Authority leads to deterioration in the Palestinian health system and the Palestinian health conditions, especially in the area of vaccinations and chronic diseases; leading to paralysis of work at hospitals, especially in the theatre rooms and dialysis sections. 

· These sanctions are also leading to an increase in malnutrition for children, particularly under five years old. Additionally, the current conditions constitute a major cause for deteriorating the mental health situation of Palestinian citizens, particularly among children. 

· One in every four Palestinians is a government personnel or supported by one

4. The government needs $170 million a month, out of which $115 million goes to paying salaries. March salaries to 165,000 government workers have gone unpaid while April wages are due next week. Government salaries indirectly support as many as one in four Palestinians. Without the wages, and with aid cuts, economic activity has begun to dry up.

On behalf of all the Palestinian, we are appealing to you and asking you to pay special heed to the unfolding tragedy in Palestine.

1-     We appeal to you to stop the current humanitarian crisis that has already taken place in cities, villages, refugee camps and towns in the West Bank and Gaza. 

2-     We appeal to you to allocate funds to the Palestinian mothers and children that are dying out of poverty, hanger, and malnutrition. 

3-     We appeal to you to stop the economic crisis, the health crisis, and the chaos. 

4-     We appeal to you to respect Palestinians’ choice of electing a party through fair and free elections. 

5-     We appeal to you to connect to the President and the Palestinian government

We the all Palestinian  strongly condemn the decision to cut off AID, as it is a collective punishment to the Palestinian people. It is unfair, and one that will only result in more chaos and more insecurity we call upon all international parties, particularly donor governments and NGOs, to immediately resume your funding to the Palestinian Authority to help Palestinian people enjoy their basic health and human rights.

