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Palestinian school children take a picture of their country’s situation to Britain

Palestinian school children take the true picture of the situation of their country to the British people

Medyan Deeriyah, London

A delegation of Palestinian music students from the Abu Dis primary school for Palestinian refugees (UNWRA school) for came to perform in concerts in the British town of Camden and to commemorate the 60 years of the Nakba, at the invitation of the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association.

The music group - five students
[1] all under fifteen years sang Palestinian popular songs accompanied on the oud by Ahmed Eriqat.  They also met with Camden children and adults in order to help British people become aware of the Palestinian situation and to give a real picture about the occupation and the Separation Wall.

Nandita Dowson, co-ordinator of the Association which has organised two other similar visits, told Al Jazeera Net  “We have found that these delegations from Abu Dis to Britain mean that people start to understand the Palestinian situation and want to do something about it.”

Ella Cape-Davenhill, a student from City of London School whose family hosted three of the Palestinian girls, said that she had learned about Palestine and its culture, and now she wanted to visit Palestine to show her support for the Palestinian people.

She added “We talked every evening even though there was a lot that we didn’t understand because of the two languages. They said that they want this war to end, and that would make them happy.”

Magda Nowrocka-Weekes from Parliament Hill School said she had been shocked to find out about the tough circumstances that the Palestinians were living in. She was very surprised to find out that one of the girls had never managed to go to the seaside before because of the occupation.

Tania Shew from Camden School said that she had learned about the about the situation that the Palestinian girls were living in.

And Anna Drosnosky from Camden School talked about the performances of Palestinian songs and said that she liked Palestinian dance a lot.
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Wonderful sympathy

From the other side, the Palestinian girls gave simple statements of their impression of life in Britain and the British people.

Asma Khanfar said that the English people are well-educated and they have a wonderful sympathy and support for the Palestinian people.  She added, “It is the first time in my life to live without checkpoints and without being tied by the occupation.  I’ve seen how people live settled lives here in freedom and security.”

She added that the students in Britain are able to have all support for their activities but in Palestine they cannot develop their potential.

Haya Abu Helal said that this visit proved that Palestine existed and its people have their own history and culture “The students that we met used to believe that Palestine is Israel, because the maps in Britain have Israel written on them but not Palestine.”

Farah Eriqat mentioned that she had talked to British students about the Separation Wall, and she said “These students liked the songs that we sang them although they did not understand all the words.”

Sirat Sandouqa, the headteacher of the UNWRA School, told how “We explained to people that the price of the independence of Israel was the Nakbeh (disaster) for Palestine.” 

This has been followed by comments added by people – all very nice about the project so far. Someone has promised to translate them. 




[1] There were in fact six students – CADFA note. Have also amended the names to correct them (I hope!)
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Children's visit blog June 2008: http://musicvisit2008.blogspot.com












