FREE THE ABU DIS DOZEN!                                                                                                    November 2010
ON-GOING CHILD ARRESTS
In autumn 2010, a new spate of child arrests started in Abu Dis and all over the West Bank. The list below shows the names of the dozen or so children arrested in Abu Dis – the number goes up and down as some are released and others are arrested.  
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FORCED CONFESSIONS
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Some of them have signed ‘confessions’ but these confessions are forced.  When Mahmoud Jaffal came to court on 26th September 2010, he showed the court and the parents who were there that there were marks on his hands where they had been squashed to make him confess. He said that soldiers had beaten him and Sufian who was with him with wooden sticks and that they had closed their hands inside drawers to make them confess. He was very brave to hold his bruised and swollen hands up and shout this out to the court. (His mother and his lawyer tried to take a case out and force an investigation, but the Israeli military have dropped this ‘ for lack of evidence.’)

SUBJECT TO VIOLENCE

[image: image3.jpg]


Arrest and imprisonment is a brutal experience for these young people have been hurt badly. Amir Boustami is just one of the young men who was beaten very severely in front of his house as he was arrested. Mahmoud Halabiyeh broke his leg when he was trying to escape from soldiers, who then beat him on the broken leg – and even in the hospital he was beaten by the military.  [See this report by Addameer] LINK  Mohammed Afaneh was shot by Israeli soldiers in March 2010 – when he was caught, he was beaten on that leg and prevented from getting to hospital quickly. After six months – with his leg now supported by a metal rod – he was arrested by the Israeli military.
Khalil Qreia was taken into prison aged 13, and his first day in Orfa Prison, the army invaded his part of the prison with tear gas and rubber bullets. He suffered a tear gas canister exploding on his leg that day, and although he is now out of prison (after a month and a half and 8000 shekels fine)  he is still suffering and he has to go to the hospital in Ramallah every day.
EFFECTS ON THE FAMILIES

Whole families suffer when the children are arrested and this has been shown clearly in Abu Dis with this group of children. Amir was arrested and when he came to court on 6th November, his father suffered a heart attack and is still seriously ill in hospital. Four days after the father’s heart attack, while he was still in hospital, Amir’s brother Mahdi was also arrested.

The father of the child prisoner Yazan Dandan has made a Facebook group about prisoners (in Arabic) here http://www.facebook.com/pages/altdamn-m-alasyr-alshbl-yzn-dndn-wrfaqh-alatfal-almqdsyyn/106232796111776#!/pages/altdamn-m-alasyr-alshbl-yzn-dndn-wrfaqh-alatfal-almqdsyyn/106232796111776#!/photo.php?fbid=106816256053430&set=a.106237142778008.10041.106232796111776
ALSO IN JERUSALEM

Child arrests are happening across the West Bank – there are many arrests for example in Hebron. 
In Jerusalem – particularly in Silwan – there are dozens of children being arrested (at least 33 in October 2010 alone). There, they are treated a bit differently from the Abu Dis child prisoners.  They are between the ages of 10 (TEN) and 14. Many of them are captured by under-cover police officers on their way home from school. They report that during interrogation, police there are shutting them in rooms with dogs to terrify them. http://www.silwannews.com/arabic/?p=1519
There, they are not held in prison, but their families are made to pay large fines and forced to send the children AWAY FROM HOME, outside Silwan, where they are kept under house arrest.  Some are sent as far away as Hebron. 

In some cases they are left at home but put under house arrest and prevented from going to school. http://samanews.com/index.php?act=Show&id=80916
MORE INFORMATION
There is more information about Palestinian child prisoners here:

Defence for Children International [LINK]
AGAINST INTERNATIONAL LAW

There is information about the rights of child prisoners under international law here: [LINKS]
	NOTES
	Arrest date
	birthday
	Age in Nov 2010
	Abu Dis child prisoners updated Nov 2010

Name

	Broken leg, not treated – see CADFA urgent action [LINK]
	6-2-10


	22-10-93
	17
	Mohammed Mahmoud Halabiyeh

	Released on 28th October but still suffering from a wound to his leg – see notes
	15-9-2010
	17-3-1997
	13
	Khalel Ata Quraa

	
	16-9-2010
	29-1-1994
	16
	Jihad Saleh Eriqat

	
	7-10-2010
	22-2-1995
	15
	Khaled Mahmoud Mohsen

	
	7-10-2010
	1-11-1996
	14
	Fadi Radi Eriqat

	
	28-8-2010
	16-12-1994
	15
	Khlaf Ahmed Halabyeh

	Squashed hands- - see note re treatment during interrogation
	19-9-2010
	25-6-1996
	14
	Mahmoud Khaled Jaffal

	(as above)
	20-9-2010
	21-9-1994
	16
	Sufian Radwan Eriqat

	
	4-11-2010
	10-7-1995
	15
	Mohammed Ghaleb Ayyad

	
	4-11-2010
	31-5-96
	14
	Mohammed Rageb Bashety

	
	4-11-2010
	11-9-1996
	14
	Yazan Jamal Dandan

	
	20-9-2010
	25-12-1995
	15
	Esa Nasser Jaffal

	Beaten badly inside and outside his house before arrest
	26-10-2010
	5-5-1994
	16
	Amir Samer Boustami

	
	28-9-2010
	17-3-1995
	15
	Mahmoud Khalel Khanafseh

	
	10-11-2010
	
	18
	Mahdi Samir Boustami

	Shot by soldiers on 17th March 2010 – see notes
	10-11-2010
	
	16
	Mohammed Ibrahim Afaneh


