[image: image1.png]Ao Y @

ROYALJORDANIAN =




[image: image2.png]


CAMDEN ABU DIS 
FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION

Promoting human rights and respect for international humanitarian law in Abu Dis, Palestine
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This exciting project is a logical next step from the Human Rights project done by the kids last summer, when they found they were concentrating on issues of discrimination.  Last summer, they did some filming, too, but were not very confident and in fact last year’s film from the youth visit was made from footage from professionals. We decided that this time they should be able to work on filming skills before they get going…


What we said to Youth in Action:

This youth exchange will bring eight young people from Palestine, with three adults, to join a socially-mixed group of eight young people from Britain in Camden, London, for nine days in June 2010. They will work together in small groups on  a film-making project on the theme of anti-discrimination.

Before the exchange, each group of young people will will have some basic training with a video camera and begin to learn about editing film. They will learn about film-making by preparing a short film about their own town and culture. This will provide skills as well as material to help during the exchange visit itself. The English young people will be taught some beginners’ Arabic for and the Palestinians will be given extra help with English. There will be a preparation visit for group leaders.
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At the beginning of the exchange there will be icebreaking sessions and days out and a chance to show each other the films they have made.  During the visit the British and Palestinian young people will become small film teams in order to make short films about discrimination and anti-discrimination. They will visit schools, youth clubs and community centres across Camden to exchange experiences with students from many different backgrounds.  At the end all of these films will be shown in a youth human rights film day to which the other young people they have met will be invited, as well as a well-known local film-maker and a representative from Europe. 

Finally they will review the project together; material made will be collected for a DVD on the theme of anti-discrimination which will be distributed to youth groups and schools in both places.

Progress as at 23rd April 2010:

(1) Youth in Action have agreed to pay a grant towards the project. Royal Jordanian have  agreed to pay 30 per cent of the air fares.  

(2) Accommodation for the girls has been sorted and for the boys a possible solution is being discussed and sounds promising. 

(3) Ken Loach has agreed to be a Patron of the project. If he is able to, he will come to open the film day in June. Aimimage (film co) in Camden have offered help if needed with equipment. The City Learning Centre have offered to host editing/ film-making/ preparation sessions before the Palestinian kids come, and to be the base for the film activities for the Camden and Palestinian kids in June.

(4) In Palestine, a group of children have been working for a couple of months already on film-making skills, together with one of the kids (now a university student) who was involved in our kids’ film project in 2008 and also a CADFA volunteer who is a teacher and was a film director. We have bought them some small cameras to add to the ones we had and we gather that they have all sorts of footage of the area round Abu Dis (and we are looking forward to seeing some of it)

(5) During the past few weeks, there has been an application process to come to Britain, and 4 boys and 4 girls have been selected from a strong field – We could easily have brought double the number and hope to bring some of those others another time.

(6) On Monday 26th, they will have their first meeting as the Young Film Makers for Human Rights film group, together with their parents. This will be an information meeting. From then on they will have two meetings a week, to turn some of their footage into a short film to bring with them and to prepare for their visit.

(7) Tickets are booked for June 12-22nd and arrangements are in place for passports, visas etc and all the preparation that needs to be done before they leave (very exciting).

(8) In London, the following groups have been interested in working on film about Camden with some of their members/students:

· Woodcraft Folk, Highgate New Town Community Centre,

· Youth Group, Marchmont St Community Centre

· Youth Group, Castlehaven Community Centre (tbc)

· South Camden Community School

· Hampstead School (tbc)
We hope this produces some short bits of film that can be shown to the Palestinian young people when they come and in the Youth Film Day at the end of their week here
(9) We are about to issue information packs and application forms for the young people from Camden who will be part of the project when the Palestinian kids are here.  This will be open to kids from the groups above (that would be perfect) but also to others as long as they can commit to coming to the preparation meetings.

(10) We are looking for help in many ways, for the time before the visit and for the visit itself. If you are interested in any aspect, please do talk to us – We are at contact@camdenabudis.net 
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