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 Promoting human rights and  
respect for international humanitarian law  

 

Conference 2009  
 

Human rights through twinning and friendship links 
SPECIAL FOCUS ON EDUCATION LINKS 

 

Saturday 25 th April 2009   
 

SOAS, Thornhaugh Street, WC1H 0XG 
Nearest tubes Russell Sq, Goodge St, Euston 

Brunei Gallery rooms B102, 103 and 104. 
Registration 10 am for 10.30 am start.   

Light lunch provided 
 

 
 

Welcome to the CADFA Conference 
2009 

 
We hope that today will be a useful 
practical day, so you can find out about 
CADFA’s activities and help us prepare 
for an active year ahead. 
 
If you are not already a CADFA 
member, would you like to join? 
And we would like to ask for your 
help… Please see HOW YOU CAN 
HELP CADFA (in this pack.)

 
 

Contents 
 

• Updated programme for today 
 

• Camden Abu Dis Friendship 
Association Who we are and what 
we do (information on CADFA 
achievements 2008-9) 

 
• How you can help CADFA 

 
• Membership/ gift aid/ standing order 

form 
 

• Evaluation form  
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Updated programme for CADFA conference 2009 
 10 am REGISTRATION 
10.30 CADFA youth films 2008 
• The Great Wall of Palestine 
• The New Map of Abu Dis 

 
11-12 Opening session 
Diarmaid Ward , Chair of CADFA - Welcome to the Conference 
Munir Nseibah, Co-ordinator of the Human Rights Clinic, Al Quds 
University, Abu Dis – Ethnic cleansing in East Jerusalem 
Ahmed Afaneh , Abu Dis Camden Youth Committee, Abu Dis - The current 
situation in Palestine and Abu Dis 
Short film on CADFA work in Abu Dis 
Nandita Dowson , CADFA co-ordinator - Human rights through twinning/ 
friendship links: CADFA’s way of working 

 
12-12.15 COFFEE 

 
12.15-1 Workshops A 
• What are human rights? – Diarmaid Ward 
• Feedback from teachers’ visit to Abu Dis (debriefing meeting) – Nandita 
Dowson 
• Follow-up workshop on human rights in Abu Dis - Munir Nseibah 
• Volunteering in Abu Dis  – Annika Miller-Jones 
• Youth links – Sarah Boon 

 
1-1.45 LUNCH 

 
1.45 -2.45 Education Links: 
Kevin Courtney , Camden NUT – Camden Abu Dis Education Links 
Mark Grimshaw, Acland Burghley School  
• Reportback from the teacher’s visit in April 2009 
Helen Saunders, Hampstead School 
Fiona Millar, Maria Fidelis School 
Ben Judge, Edith Neville Primary School 
• Twinning work between Camden and Abu Dis schools  
Nandita Dowson – How CADFA can help education links 
Gerry Badcock , South Camden Community School – SWOT… 

 
2.45-3 Workshops B: Developing an action plan for next year 
• School links - Una Doyle 
• University and college links – Munir Nseibeh, Al Quds University and Carmel 
Elwell, City Lit 
• Women’s links – Cristina Piccoli, Lucinda Beatty 
• Health links – Luca Salice (TBC) 

 
3-3.15 TEA 

 
3. 45-4.30 Projects for the next year: 
Ahmad Afaneh and Sarah Boon – Preparing for the Youth Visit in June 
Daniel Guedalla – Prisoners’ Campaign 
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Luca Salice, CADFA trustee – drawing together main points from 
workshops and discussions today                              
 
THEN MUSIC + CADFA SOCIAL  
 

The conference will be followed by  

MUSIC!MUSIC!MUSIC!MUSIC!    
A celebration of Camden Abu Dis music links!  

With Attab Haddad  (oud) 

          Keith Ford (piano) 
 

and CADFA social 
 

Please come and join us (also in SOAS but there will be a room change) 
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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association (CADFA)  
Who we are and what we do 
 
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is a Camden organisation dedicated to 
promoting human rights in Abu Dis, a Palestinian town in the East Jerusalem suburb that 
is currently divided from Jerusalem by the Separation Wall. Along with others in Palestine, 
people in Abu Dis suffer abuses of human rights as a result of the illegal Israeli 
occupation and its practices, for example the construction of the Wall. We are promoting 
friendship links and twinning because we believe this is an effective way to draw the 
human rights situation in Abu Dis to the attention of people in Camden and to work with 
others locally to do something about it. 
 
CADFA came into being during 2004, was constituted as a charity in June 2005 and got 
recognition as a charity in January 2006. In its first four or five years, CADFA has grown 
very strongly for a small organisation.  
 
Our work falls into four main areas: 
 

• Visits and volunteers 
• Information: public meetings, publications and the website 
• Links groups and projects with Abu Dis 
• Campaign work including urgent actions 

 
 
We hope you will look at our website for more information about our work – it is 
often updated. www.camdenabudis.net  
 

 
CADFA’s objects 
 
are to promote human rights (as set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
subsequent United Nations conventions and declarations) and respect for international 
humanitarian law in the area of Abu Dis, a region of Palestine, by all or any of the 
following means: 

• Raising awareness of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in general and to the situation of Abu Dis in particular;  

• Researching and monitoring abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian 
law in Abu Dis;  

• Educating the public about human rights and humanitarian law;  
• Promoting public support for human rights and the observance of humanitarian law;  
• Working to eliminate abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian law in Abu 

Dis;  
• Working to obtain and promote redress for the victims of human rights abuses and 

infringements of humanitarian law in Abu Dis and their families;  
• Providing support to and relieving need among the victims of human rights abuses and 

infringements of humanitarian law and their families, in Abu Dis.  
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CADFA achievements 2008-9 
 
The first CADFA conference 
We held our first conference in April 2008, with keynote speeches from Prof Manuel Hassassian 
(Palestinian ambassador), Baroness Jenny Tonge (who has seen some of our work in Palestine as 
well as Britain), Amjad Taha from Nakba 60, and film of our work as well as a number of 
workshops. This was a very useful occasion which informed participants about the situation in Abu 
Dis and about the many CADFA activities and motivated and prepared us for another busy year. 
 
Voices from Abu Dis 
We were proud to produce a second book, published on Human Rights Day. “Voices from Abu 
Dis1” is a testament to the hard work we have been doing with the people of Abu Dis in the past 
four or five years, and has been well-received. The book includes Abu Dis people’s stories of 
experiences of human rights violations and also maps, resources and commentary intended to be 
useful for education and human rights campaigning.  
 
Education links and school twinning 
This year saw strong development in the links between Abu Dis and Camden schools. The first 
Abu Dis teachers’ visit to Camden schools in October 2008 built upon the work done by the 
Camden teachers’ visit in 2007 and the visits of Abu Dis school children each year since 2006.  
Plans were made too for the second visit of Camden teachers to Abu Dis schools: a visit organised 
by CADFA with the British Council and education authorities at both ends. 
 
Four pairs of Camden and Abu Dis schools have decided to make formal twinning links: 

• Hampstead – Abu Dis Boys 
• South Camden – Abu Dis UNRWA School 
• Maria Fidelis – Abu Dis UNRWA School 
• Edith Neville – Abu Dis Elementary School 
 

These links have been supported by CADFA in many ways: we have provided resources, 
information, trouble-shooting, encouragement and advice at both ends, helped with communication, 
translation, the installation of the internet at Abu Dis Boys’ and with English language support for 
the staff there; made an education newsletter for teachers in both places in English and Arabic 
each term, and been involved in talks and special events in schools at both ends. 
 
Abu Dis youth films 
During this year we raised money for a training course for young people in order for them to learn 
to make short films about their lives. This was organised in Dar Assadaqa Community Centre and 
led by Anis Barghouthi of the Young Filmmakers’ Project in Palestine. It was a great experience for 
the young people involved, and the two films that were made – “The New Map of Abu Dis” (based 
on a story by one of the Dar Assadaqa women’s committee) and “The Great Wall of Palestine” 
(presenting the Separation Wall in an ironic way as one of the wonders of the world)- have now 
been shown several times in Camden 
 
Dar Assadaqa, Abu Dis 
We have continued to support and work closely with the Dar Assadaqa (Friendship House) 
Community Centre in Abu Dis. During this year, the project moved to a bigger building in order to 
house the number of classes and groups which are making it one of the most lively places in Abu 
Dis. CADFA support a music teacher there, encourage the dabkeh and drama groups, send 
volunteers for the English classes and youth summer camps.  The CADFA co-ordinator in Abu Dis 
uses the centre as a base for information meetings with CADFA visitors and other groups about 
the human rights situation in the local area. 
 
Youth visit 2008 
Summer 2008 saw the results of another big fundraising project, and we were able to bring our 
third group of Abu Dis youngsters to meet Camden youngsters.  This year, the group were all girls 

                                                
1 Eds Nandita Dowson and Abdul Wahab Sabbah, ISBN 978-0-9556136-1-6 
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from the UNRWA School who had been working with the CADFA music teacher, and they sang 
Palestinian songs in schools and youth clubs across Camden.  Their visit included a public 
meeting about Palestinian refugees and a fundraising concert in a local church.  A group of 
Camden school students were involved in the visit as special buddies to the Palestinian young 
people, and in the months following, they have continued to meet and to work towards another visit, 
which will happen in summer 2009. 
 
Music visit 2009  
We are excited by the music developments that CADFA has enabled in both Camden and Abu Dis, 
which show our aim to work together in respect for each other’s traditions and creativity. The 
CADFA music teacher has continued to work in Abu Dis, and this year has seen two visits of Abu 
Dis musicians to Camden: the young people in the summer, who came with Ahmed Eriqat, oud; 
and a visit in February of the “Camden Band” (Dr Abdullah Abu Hilal, voice, Rajai Ayyad, nye, Fadi 
Rumman, keyboard)  The band played to great acclaim in Rosslyn Hill Chapel, Camden, and also 
in concerts in Lewisham, Southampton and Bristol.  This also helped us to encourage other groups 
to develop twinning links with places in Palestine as a way of focusing on human rights issues. 
 
In Camden, meanwhile, the “Saddaqa Trio” have been joined by others who are interested in using 
music to raise the profile of the human rights issue.  
 
Health money for Gaza 
This year, a new 24-hours emergency health centre was was opened at the Al Muqassed Clinic in 
Abu Dis.  The Camden Clinic was opened two years ago with the help of CADFA originally mainly 
to provide emergency services which had been cut off by the Separation Wall.  The Clinic 
continues to be useful and is run through the co-operation of doctors with different specialisms.  
This clinic helps people in need of these specialisms and also people without Palestinian health 
insurance. This year, this work has enabled the doctors working there to raise some much-needed 
money for medicines for people who need it.  The doctors at the Camden Clinic are particularly 
keen to open a diabetic clinic there when enough money has been raised, because owing to diet 
and high levels of stress, diabetes is a major disease in Palestine. 
 
This year, however, the main focus of CADFA’s fund-raising for health has been to raise money for 
relief in Gaza, during and after the Israeli war on the Gaza Strip in December- January. Through 
appeals and the fundraising concerts, CADFA raised over £3,700  of which £748 to Medical Aid for 
Palestinians (from the Lewisham concert) and all the rest was sent to Gaza via the Abu Dis 
Committee to support Gaza, which bought medicines from  Palestinian medicine companies in 
Birzeit and sent them to Gaza with Palestinian Health Relief. 
  
Women’s links 
The Camden women’s links group has strengthened this year and has worked together with the 
Calthorpe Centre in King’s Cross. The group maintained contact with the women’s group at Dar 
Assadaqa in Abu Dis and raised some money to develop the garden and children’s playspace 
there.  
 
A small women’s visit from Camden went to Abu Dis in May 2009, and their visit to women’s 
centres across the West Bank was co-ordinated by the Dar Assadaqa Women’s Group, which is 
now taking a bigger role in welcoming and guiding visitors to Abu Dis. 
 
CADFA organised a wonderful women’s visit (11 women) from Palestine to Britain in March 2009 
which took women across the country on a speaking tour of many towns -  from Brighton to 
Newcastle and Bristol to Cambridge. The high point of the Camden part of the tour was an 
International Women’s Day event, held at the same time in Abu Dis and Camden. Among many 
other activities in each place, there was an opportunity for groups of women at each end to use a 
Skype link to communicate directly with each other. 
 
Links to the Al Quds University in Abu Dis. 
CADFA continued to work with the lecturers and students at Al Quds university in a number of 
ways, taking visitors there regularly, sending volunteers to help teach English and work in the 
humanitarian law centre.  
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Student links between Camden students’ unions and the union at Al Quds University, Abu Dis, 
developed well during this year. CADFA uses its good links at both ends to support and help the 
unions to maintain contact, particularly over the ends of the academic years when the student 
groups change. The visits that CADFA organises and the meetings at the Camden universities are 
also important in building interest; in the November 2008 visit, three students were among the 
Palestinian visitors and in the March 2009 women’s visit, four students including two from Al Quds 
in Abu Dis. This year, a second student union (at UCL) joined the student union at SOAS in 
making formal twinning links with the student union at Al Quds University.   
 
Visits and volunteers to Abu Dis 
Organising visits from Palestine to Britain and in the other direction is very time-consuming both in 
fund-raising and in organising and supporting the visits, but such visits are a very useful way of 
moving forward understanding in Britain of the human rights situation in Palestine and encouraging 
involvement in our work by all sorts of people. We have therefore worked very hard on this, and 
during 2008-9 organised the following visits: 
 
To Palestine:  

• women’s visit, May 08;  
• summer visit, July-August 08;  
• twinning visit, November 08  
• In addition, we organised visits and arranged tours and information sessions for a number 

of individual visitors to Abu Dis. 
 

 
To Britain:  

• youth visit, June 08 
• teachers’ visit, October 09, 
• twinning visit touring Britain, November 08,  
• music visit, February 09,  
• women’s visit touring Britain, March 09,  
• planning visit for summer youth project, March 09 
 

We have also continued to find and work with volunteers to come to Abu Dis throughout the school 
year (usually in three-month blocks) and during the summer youth camp (more volunteers and 
usually for weeks rather than months).  This year the volunteers were largely working in English-
language teaching but there was also input to the law school at the Al Quds University and to 
various youth activities.  The volunteers contributed to support CADFA projects at the Abu Dis end, 
helping for example with communication between the women’s groups at both ends, and the 
communication between linked schools. 
 
Campaign work and urgent actions 
We produce monthly reports of human rights violations in Abu Dis in both English and Arabic. We 
take up particular issues and individual cases through a variety of means – writing to our 
representatives in parliament and the European parliament, organising letter-writing to the Israeli 
authorities, trying to highlight issues through events and street protests. We have continued to 
focus on the issue of mass imprisonment and continue our child prisoner adoption scheme. We 
have taken up the case centrally of particular prisoners including Mohammed Saleh Mohsen who 
is extremely ill and not allowed family visits, and Mohammed Hassan Eriqat, a child who was shot 
by the army and arrested.  
 
We are often greeted with no reply when we raise urgent action issues with the Israeli authorities, 
but we were pleased that this year the block on the travel of our co-ordinator was lifted after 
hundreds of letters had been written by CADFA supporters to the Israeli Embassy. The 
intervention of an MEP in response to our letter enabled the family of Mohammed Hassan Eriqat to 
visit him – after a month. 
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As well as raising it with our representatives, we did a number of “die-in” events in Camden in 
January and February in relation to the war on Gaza and asked people to write letters raising the 
question of human rights and the EU- Israel Trade Agreement (see below) 
 
Website and communication. 
We continue to put effort into our website, and to this are now added a Facebook group, cards, a 
calendar (this year with an education links theme), and new leaflets on issues including 
settlements, Gaza, environment and refugees. We provide regular updates for a big mailing list 
and also for our local representatives at council, MP and MEP level.  We note that our name 
appears to be known and respected by a growing number of people at both ends, and this year we 
have provided speakers for local organisations including schools and colleges, national 
organisations including trade unions and for twinning groups in other parts of the country. 
 
Work with other groups and the Twinning Network 
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association continue to play an active part in the Britain Palestine 
Twinning Network and to co-operate with other twinning groups both in Britain and in Palestine. 
This year we have run two visits to Palestine and two visits to Britain on behalf of the Network, 
visited twinning groups across Palestine at other times, helped to organise the national twinning 
conference in Camden in November 08, made preparations for the Palestinian national twinning 
conference in Abu Dis in April 09. We are committed to helping new groups to develop and have 
sent speakers on twinning to other places including Liverpool and Newcastle. 
 
Fundraising and special events 
Fundraising has unfortunately had to be a main preoccupation this year.  Sometimes people think 
(because we do so much) that we are bigger than we are. We have no main sponsor or stable 
source of funding.  We try to raise money from a variety of sources – appeals, sales, funding bids 
etc, and this year we have had successes and disappointments. Among our successes have been 
a grant from the Barry Amiel and Norman Melburn Trust for our human rights work and one from 
the European Union (Youth in Action 3.1) for our fourth youth visit which will be in summer 2009.   
However, we remain vulnerable and very much in need of financial help, and are looking hard for 
good ideas and active help that will enable us to keep going. 
 
Thank you 
As well as efforts that we made ourselves, this year we want to thank a number of individuals and 
groups who have organised fundraising activities for us, among them a group of women in 
Hertfordshire who organised a games night to raise money for the youth visit, the Camden 
“buddies” who ran a table-top sale, Nita Dhinsa who ran the Paris half-marathon, Sisters United 
UK who had a fundraising ball for CADFA, and several fundraising events at Hampstead School. 
Thank you all. 
 

 
Organisations that supported CADFA in 2008-9 

• Aimimage Films   
• Amnesty St John's Wood Branch   
• A.M. Qattan Foundation   
• Barry Melburn and Normal Amiel 

Trust   
• Brighton-Tubas Friendship Group   
• British Council  
• British Shalom Salaam Trust   
• Calthorpe Community Centre, 

Gray’s Inn Rd WC1  
• Holy Cross Church, Cromer Street, 

WC1  
• Interpal   
• King's Cross and Brunswick 

Neighbourhood Association   

• The London Group   
• Phoenicia, Kentish Town Road 

NW5 
• Rideau Lakes Publishing   
• Rosslyn Hill Unitarian Chapel, 

NW3  
• Sisters United UK  
• Torriano Meeting House  NW5 
• Unison UCLH   
• The Welfare Association   
• Youth in Action 3.1 (European 

Union): for Youth Ambassadors 
for Human Rights Project 2009  
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Human rights context 2008-9 
 
Sixty years of human rights  
2008 was for the people of Palestine the sixtieth anniversary of the Nakba when many were made 
to leave their homes in the part of Palestine that then became Israel. It was also the sixtieth 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Unfortunately during this year, the 
urgency of defending the human rights of people in Abu Dis and Palestine has been underlined by 
a number of serious developments to which CADFA has responded in a number of ways. 
 
Violations of human rights in Abu Dis 
The CADFA human rights reports that we put on our website every month in English and Arabic 
(see www.camdenabudis.net/humanrightsreports) tell a continuing story of human rights violations: 
army violence, prohibition from travel, arrests, expropriation of property etc. There are about 
seventy prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails and about a third of them are children. 
 
The very worst individual violations were the following: 
 

• In September, Maryam Ayyad (aged 58) was killed during an invasion into her house by 
Israeli soldiers. CADFA organised a protest vigil and later a memorial for Maryam.  

• In December, Mohammed Eriqat (aged 17) was shot and seriously wounded by Israeli 
soldiers, who later extracted a confession from him on his hospital bed and took him 
CADFA raised this with our MEPs who were able to raise it at the European Union level, 
and this appears to have helped to gain his parents the right to visit him in hospital – 
though he was later taken to prison from the hospital. 

• Also in December, Hamam Mohsen (aged 17) was shot in the back of the head by Israeli 
soldiers, and was for some time in a coma and in a dangerous condition. We are very 
pleased to say that he seems determined to get better, although he is still unable to move 
his right side and his speech is badly affected. 

 
These violations were part of a systematic pressure on the Palestinians that is making it very hard 
for them to live a normal life.  CADFA has written to the Israeli authorities about a number of the 
violations but the typical response is no answer. The army beatings of boys in the Abu Dis Boys’ 
School in 2007 were raised to the level of an enquiry, but the enquiry was then abandoned. 
 
 
Gaza 
In December 08 to January 09, the Israelis conducted a terrifying war on the people of the Gaza 
Strip. Along with the UN and other agencies, CADFA has called for urgent investigation and 
prosecution for war crimes, and has drawn attention to this in a number of ways:  the music visit to 
Britain in February, “die-ins” in Camden, letters to MPs and MEPs, organising petition letters from 
audiences at talks across the country during the women’s visit to be given both to the British 
government and the European Union. 
 
Expansion of settlements and Judaisation of Jerusalem. 
At the time that the world’s attention was drawn to Gaza, Israel’s land expropriations and 
settlement-building around Jerusalem, and the pressure on Palestinians to leave Jerusalem have 
been escalating. The people of Abu Dis suffer badly from this. CADFA has attempted to raise the 
local awareness of the importance of this issue through public meetings and the publication of a 
leaflet on the issue. 
 
The EU Israel Trade Agreement 
Action needs to be taken to prevent these systematic violations of human rights.  CADFA has has 
spoken to local MPs and MEPs about Article 2 of the EU-Israel Trade Agreement which should 
ensure that parties to the agreement respect human rights and has organised letter-writing on this 
subject.  We believe that suspension of the Trade Agreement until the Palestinians’ human rights 
are protected could provide an effective sanction. 
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How you can help CADFA 
 

• Become a member 
• Set up a standing order every month 
• Invite us to talk in your place of work, organisation etc 
• Encourage your group, organisation to join and take part in CADFA’s 

activities 
• Distribute our literature  
• Organise a fund-raising event 
• Help us with media links 
• Share your good ideas 
• Take on a specific responsibility  
• Allocate a definite time-slot (could be once a week?)  to help us with 

admin or odd jobs 
• Join a links group 
• Help with a particular project (a visit, an event…) 
• Volunteer in Palestine 

 
• *Talk to us please – There is a lot to do and there are a lot of ways to 

be involved!* 
 
 
contact@camdenabudis.net 
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CADFA conference April 09 
 

Please help us by telling us what you thought of the conference today … 
 

Name (if you want to put it) ________________________ 
 

Are you a CADFA member? __________________________ 
 

Are you active in CADFA? If so in what way?_______________________ 
 

How did you hear about the conference? __________________________ 
 
Overall, was it a useful day for you? 
 
 
 
 
 

Please tell us, for the bits of the conference that you attended… 
How useful/ interesting was this to 
you?                1 = VERY USEFUL/ INTERESTING 

2 = QUITE USEFUL/ INTERESTING 
3 = DISAPPOINTING 

4 = NO GOOD AT ALL  

Comments? 

Youth films 
1 2 3 4  

 

 

Introductory talks 
1 2 3 4  

 

 
 
 

Morning workshop on 
(say which) 
__________________ 

1 2 3 4  
 

 

Afternoon talks 
 1 2 3 4  

 

 
 
 

Afternoon workshop 
on (say which) 
_________________ 

1 2 3 4  
 

 

Plenary session 
 1 2 3 4  

 

 
 
 

 
Any comments on practical arrangements for the conference? 
 
Any suggestions for the next conference? 
 
 
Do you have any comments on the work of CADFA or any suggestions for the 
future? 
 
If you can help with CADFA’s work in the next year, please give us your contact 
details – THANK YOU                                                     
contact@camdenabudis.net                               


