This is from the website of Al Mubadara (the Palestinian National Initiative- a political party) and talks of the speech made at the British Green Party conference in February 2008 by Dr Abdullah Abu Hilal, who was here on a CADFA visit.  CADFA has no special relation to either Al Mubadara or to the Green Party or to any other political party in Britain or in Palestine. We seek to inform the different political parties (and other organisations of course) about the human rights situation in Palestine and when we can, we provide speakers.  When they speak for CADFA, they promote respect for human rights and international humanitarian law but they do not promote particular solutions to the Palestinian political situation.

Dr Abdullah Abu Hilal talked about the racist nature of the Israeli occupation of Palestine and called it a new apartheid, and called for a viable Palestinian state. He talked about the great number of new settlements, with about 460 thousand Israeli settlers on Palestinian land, and the tremendous difficulty caused to Palestinians by the huge number of checkpoints and the terrible Separation Wall, and the poor roads Palestinians are allowed to use, separately from the good roads built only for Israelis.

He talked about the world silence in face of the terrible life that people are being forced to live at the moment in Gaza, and the 220% increase in Israeli attacks on the Palestinian people since the Annapolis conference.

He said that the Palestinian people were more in need of peace than the Israelis, with the number of Palestinians killed since the beginning of this year outnumbering Israelis by 55 to 1. And he called on the governments of the world, specially the British one, to pressure the Israeli  government to withdraw from the land taken in 1967 and recognise the right to return of the Palestinian refugees.

