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Up Against The Wall





Abu Dis  houses the main campus of the Al-Quds university – the Arab University of Jerusalem. (Al-Quds means Jerusalem in Arabic) This young, growing university   struggles to give a high-quality education in arts, sciences, medicine, dentistry to Palestinian students living under Israeli Occupation.


 


 








 The university campus is now divided by the huge Separation Wall. The University has had to rebuild its entrance to face away from it. 


The Wall, combined with the pass laws that divide the west of Abu Dis (and Jerusalem) from the centre and the east of the town,  stops students and teachers from getting to and from their studies. It cuts away the possibility of meetings and placements to the West of the Wall and seriously hinders the work of the University.


* The International Court of Justice found the Wall to be illegal (July 2004)   








Abu Dis is a small Palestinian town in the suburb of Jerusalem. Traditionally strongly connected to Jerusalem for both work and study, it has suffered badly since 2002 from the Separation Wall  which runs through the town and right up against the University buildings. 


Palestine is a young society with a large proportion of its population under 20.  As work opportunities have been restricted by the military occupation, between 60 and 70% of the population are now unemployed.  Military closures and curfews have led to a rise in poverty, and young people’s hopes have focused on gaining qualifications. The importance of education  to every family is high.








Al-Quds University
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Education in Abu Dis	





Al-Quds University





Abu Dis is a small Palestinian town in the suburb of Jerusalem. Traditionally strongly connected to Jerusalem for both work and study, it has suffered badly since 2002 from the Separation Wall  which runs through the town and right up against the University buildings. The Wall is imprisoning the population of the main part of Abu Dis, cutting them off from family and friends on the other side.


Palestine is a young society with a large proportion of its population under 20.  As work opportunities have been restricted by the military occupation, approx 65% of the population are unemployed.  Military closures and curfews have led to a rise in poverty, and young people’s hopes have focused on gaining qualifications.  The importance of education  to every family is high.
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Up Against The Wall





Imprisoned speech








 Academics at Al-Quds don’t have the freedom to travel internationally that is taken for granted by most of their peers across the world. Even locally, they and their students are held up for hours by checkpoints, stopped from studying by curfews, and imprisoned by the illegal* Separation Wall.











