A Little Piece of Ground
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What would you like to be (or do) in YOUR LIFE?  
(Before reading you should go over and discuss the key vocabulary)
Read from page 1 to 9
1. Make a list of 10 things you would like to be (or do) in your life.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Share your list with rest of class

2. Now make a list of 10 things you don’t wish to be (or do) in your life.

    1.

    2.

  3.
  4.

  5.

  6.

  7.

  8.

  9.

  10.

Share your list with rest of class                                                                                                 
[image: image2.jpg]


A Little Piece of Ground
                                                                                                                                                 (The Palestinian Playground)
Now draw comparisons with what you have chosen to those of the character of Karim.   
2. What is the same or similar? What is obviously different?  Discuss with your partner and then in groups.  
3. Write down the things that are significantly different to yours.  
4. Present your answers to the rest of the groups. (Use some of the words in the key vocabulary list to help you)
Key Vocabulary
Occupation

Palestine

Israeli Military Occupation

Liberation

Empathy

Freedom

Curfew

Suffering
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A Little Piece of Ground                                                      
Reading Comprehension 
                                                                                   Curfew on west bank
1. What was one of Karim’s favourite hobbies?  How can you tell this?
2. Why do you think Karim longed to be playing football downstairs?

3.  Why does Karim’s brother Jamal tells him to get away from the window?

   4. Why had the Israelis set up another curfew?
   5.   How long was the curfew?  What everyday things would you be stopped from doing if you had a curfew like this?
Points for discussion

Can you imagine being trapped in your home for this time; not allowed to go out at all except for a two- hour break once or twice a week? 
What do you think it would feel like? 

6.  Brainstorm words that are synonymous with the word Curfew. 
      Make a list of them.
7. Design a poster depicting a curfew. What images/words spring to mind? 
      (Be creative – it could be open to interpretation)
Present posters to rest of class/group.  Use as an evaluation.
Teachers Notes
It is very important to discuss the background to this book first before you embark on this project.  It is also important to maintain a balanced view and explain to pupils that while this book is fiction it does have its roots based on historical and present day facts. 

 Teachers should be aware of the sensitivity of this subject and try not to get too entangled in the political aspect but to focus on highlighting the situation and raising awareness of the Palestinian Plight.  Of course there are always two sides to a story and where possible teachers should endeavour to present both sides.
The aims and objectives:

· To comprehend and explore the key terms and vocabulary related to the Book – A Little Piece of Ground.  

· To draw comparisons between the lives of other children in the world and their own; developing skills of empathy

· Developing own vocabulary through work on synonyms

· To extend children’s understanding of the term curfew and give them the opportunity to explore their skills of political discussion, expression and evaluation.

                                                                                                   Nadia Elbahja
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