Volunteer report November 2007
 

 

I've been in Abu Dis for two months now. This is just a brief comment - I'll try to send a report later. I've been teaching English to different groups of people - young girls, young boys, women, university students and university teachers - all extremely eager to learn and specially to improve their conversational skills. Palestinians realise that English is the language to allow them to move on in the world, and that they need it to get their point across to people in other parts of the world. The problem within the classes is that there are extremely different levels and I use a variety of activities and encourage people to help each other. There are teaching materials at the Dar Assadaqa. 

 

This is the first time I have been to Palestine and it is much worse than I had expected. What I hadn't expected was the impact of the settlements, They are widespread, they are many, they are taking all the land, they are connected with these fake "security roads" - and the checkpoints are so clearly only here for the security of the settlers - they are inside Palestine, not on the border of Israel (there are only 24 or so out of 600 on the border, the rest are inside Palestinian territory). The result basically is that what is left in Palestine is so fragmented and tiny that it is impossible to envisage a viable state like this.

 

I recommend to people that you should come here and visit. It is much easier to come and have a look than people imagine - Palestinians really want people to come and see. And the volunteering is such a fantastic experience. People are so amazingly welcoming and their sense of hospitality is just amazing. This is so rewarding that I am thinking of dedicating some time to coming here and volunteering every year from now on!

