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Mohammed Hassan Ereqat, aged 16, seriously wounded on 25th December when an Israeli police border soldier shot him on the main street in Abu Dis. [See report about Christmas night 25-12-2008]
Update on 5-2-09
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Thank you very much to anyone who raised this serious issue and certainly thank you very much to our MEPs, at least one of whom took this case up at European Parliamentary level. We know that this was effective as human rights organisations began to hear of the interest of European Parliament members and come to Abu Dis to find out what was happening.

First the Israelis took Mohammed out of hospital and to prison, but his situation was so serious that he was taken back to the hospital again.

Then the Red Cross called his mother and helped her to get permission to go across the Wall (for two days) so she could see her son. She was able to see her son on 25th January, so the first time she was able to see her son was after a month.
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As you can see from the photos, at this stage, he was chained to the bed in the hospital.  Mohammed told his mother what had been happening to him, and she managed to speak to the doctor, who told her that the medical staff had been completely ignored by the Israeli intelligence who had insisted on interrogating Mohammed in his bed about a week after he had been shot.

His mother was able to visit him a second time (his hands were chained together, see photos) but he has now been taken to prison, and once again the family don’t know where he is.

His situation is still dangerous on a medical level – He is moving now, but the bullet received his kidney, and the conditions of a jail cannot be helpful to his recovery.

CADFA are writing again to our European representatives to update them on this case, and asking them to find out where Mohammed is, to ensure that his health reports are made available to his family, and that Mohammed is getting the proper health care that he needs. Following that of course it is essential that if he is accused of a crime, his family is told what it is; that he should have a fair trial very soon and that he should be treated as a juvenile as he is only sixteen.
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