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Unemployment

Officially at 22%- but this doesn’t tell the whole story. We need to examine this by geographical area to gain a true picture of how this manifests itself in people’s lives.

In many areas unemployment and poverty is ravaging communities. Just a few examples-

Refugee Camps- Places where problems of occupation are greatly
magnified.


Unemployment often well into 60% (Deisheh camp is estimated to be 
as high as 66%).


Severe overcrowding- In Balata camp 24,000 live in a space less than 
1km squared, and in Deisheh camp over 12,000 live in ½ km squared.


Severe lack of amenities and services (education and health greatly 
suffers), inadequate sewage and water systems.

Nablus- In September 2000 unemployment was at 8-10%, in August 2008 that had shot to around 50%, due in main to a suffocating matrix of checkpoints in the district and surrounding the city (over 100 in the district)- Can make trading virtually impossible

Abu Dis- 50% unemployment amongst young men. Angry, frustrated men hanging around the town+proximity to IDF= pressure cooker waiting to blow.
Jayouss- An example of how the issue not all about unemployment. Need to think about income loss also. Electrified fence cuts 6km into village lands throughout the entirety of the village. Extremely hard to farm land= on average a 50% loss in income.

Employment Law/Conditions

Qalqilya- Loss of agricultural land combined with severe restrictions on access to Jerusalem/Israel= more and more people seek work in Israeli industrial settlements in the West Bank.


Lack of any employment law until late 2007 and now not adequately 
enforced.

Division of labour between Israeli workers and Palestinians. 
Palestinians forced to work with heavy machinery and highly toxic 
substances with little or no health and safety measures in place.

Severe health risks-cancer.


Unequal pay and Palestinians often paid well below minimum wage.
The Environment

Salfit district-
Surrounded by approx 17 settlements including Ariel settlement- largest in the WB with population of 16,000 settlers (40,000 in the district altogether)

Ariel settlement has industrial factories including a huge plastic factory

Also present is the Barkan industrial zone- 80 factories in the complex.
Untreated waste water produced by the industry (and settlers) is being pumped several kilometres through Salfit villages.
Ariel settlement produces approx 1.43 million cubic metres of untreated wastewater per year that combines with Barkan’s 0.83 million cubic metres to create a river of pollution.

-It is destroying fertile lands, and polluting crops, cattle and their 
produce= economic crises in an area that is 70% agricultural.

-It has polluted the only main water source left in the area after the 
Israeli 
army has annexed the rest on behalf of the Israeli monopoly 
water 
company Mekorot= Palestinians buying what they can at 4-5 
times the going rate and still having to consume poisoned water.


-Worrying increase in illness/disease including increase in cancer rates 
(70% of cancer cases in Salfit district occur within close proximity to 
waste water stream), Hepatitis A and Hepatitis B, skin infections, and 
mosquito based infections.   

An important issue due to all the above but also because it shifts focus away from the occupation as being seen as an ideological/religious belief over right to land, to understanding the substantial force of capitalist expansion.
Seeking to avoid Israel’s stringent environmental policies to maximise profit margins+racist state policy with little respect for Palestinian life=disaster for the immediate and future quality of life of nearby Palestinians. 
