CADFA Teachers’ Forum   March 2008
Greetings to all Camden and Abu Dis teachers who are reading this….
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(Abu Dis and Camden school students, July 2007)
This is going to as many teachers as we can send it to in Camden and Abu Dis.  Please show this to your friends and colleagues.
NEXT STEPS IN LINKING TEACHERS FROM CAMDEN AND ABU DIS
We are working on strengthening the educational links between the two places.  We are really pleased that teachers who met each other in October are still in touch, but we know there is more to do. When we met, we had great plans of sharing teaching material etc – We are going in the right direction, but slowly…  This is to give you some recent news and encourage us all to keep going.

VISIT TO LONDON

We are organising a visit of 6 Abu Dis teachers to London, probably in October. We hope to bring a teacher from each school who is working hard in making links with Camden teachers – We will be contacting each school about this. We will tell you more about the programme later.
HAMPSTEAD and ABU DIS SCHOOL TWINNING

These two schools have formally twinned. A teacher from Hampstead School  visited Abu Dis School in October and the head teacher of Abu Dis School visited Hampstead School in November. Students at Hampstead raised some money for Abu Dis Boys’ School and this has been used to buy a data projector, a fax and scanner and the internet is being put into the school. These are all intended to help communication between the two schools.

TWINNING BLOG

Look at http://abudisboysschool.blogspot.com
This will soon be used more, we hope. It will also be on the CADFA website and on the Hampstead and Abu Dis School websites.

WEBSITE
Our education website needs help! Look at www.camdenabudis.net and then at Education.

To start off with, we need something (short) about each school… And your website if you have one. Please please help.

CADFA VOLUNTEERS + ENGLISH CLASSES
CADFA finds volunteer English teachers for Abu Dis.  At the moment Ross (a teacher from Camden) is working in Abu Dis, in the Dar Assadaqa Community Centre, at the University, and at the Arab Institute and Abu Dis Boys’ School. He is going to help the boys at Abu Dis to use the internet to communicate with Hampstead and we hope he will have time to help get some of their work on the internet and perhaps in a magazine.

CADFA MUSIC CLASSES + MUSIC LINKS
Music links are developing now between Camden and Abu Dis. If you are in Camden, you may have been at the concert in January with some famous western musicians and also with Dr Abdullah from Abu Dis. If you are in Abu Dis, maybe you were able to go to the CADFA concert in February with some musicians from Camden and from Abu Dis.   

Also, CADFA is supporting group music classes at Dar Assadaqa. At the moment, Ahmed Eriqat is teaching 3 sessions a week.  We hear that his students will take part in a concert on 22nd March at the UNWRA school. If you are in Abu Dis, please tell your students about this opportunity. If you are in Camden, maybe you can help us to raise the money for more sessions??
PLAYGROUND PROJECT

One of the teachers who came to Abu Dis in October has been helping to raise the money for playground improvements for the Elementary School in Abu Dis. This is really exciting and we hope to be able to tell you more soon.

OTHER THINGS GOING ON IN CADFA
There are many other things going on in CADFA that may be of interest, including these:
· We are trying to raise money for a youth visit for young people to come from Abu Dis to Camden in the summer
· We are hoping to bring a Palestinian storyteller to Camden schools in the summer
· We are also trying to raise money for students from Camden to visit Abu Dis in the summer for a youth conference
· And we are putting together writing and pictures by children from Abu Dis to make a small bilingual book about Abu Dis for schools in both places.

 
With all best wishes

Nandita 
on behalf of CADFA and the Camden teachers’ group.

You can write to us at

education@camdenabudis.net
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