CADFA Teachers’ Forum   December 2007

كل عام و انتم بخيؤ
Eid Mubarak –  Merry Christmas – Happy New Year

I hope you are all well and that you have had a good break, or you are still having a good break…



(Where is Tansy?… I think she is hiding?… At  the Arab Institute, Abu Dis, October 2007)
FORUM 

Sorry it has taken so long to start a teachers’ forum as we decided… It has not been easy and some people have not managed to register on the forum… so we are now going to put the email addresses on a group. If you reply to “all” then everyone should get all the news…
LANGUAGE

Please if possible would one of the Palestinian teachers translate this to Arabic for your colleagues (and let us have a copy too - we will put it in English and Arabic on the website)

COLLEAGUES

This is going to …
In Camden – all the teachers who came on the visit to Abu Dis and others who have said they are interested

In Abu Dis – some teachers at every school except the Elementary School – Does anyone have an email address of a teacher there?

Please show this to your friends and colleagues – If they would like to join the group they are very welcome.

THANK YOU
First, a big thank you from the Camden teachers to the Abu Dis teachers for the warm welcome to Abu Dis in October. We were so happy to meet you and visit your schools and we learned so much that was shocking (the Occupation and the Wall) and surprising and so many lovely people (the teachers and the children we met) and thank you all … We hope to see you soon, in Palestine or in London.

PHOTOS

We have a lot of photos of the visit. Some are on the website www.camdenabudis.net
And some are on Facebook (you can find the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association group) You can add your photos there too.
WEBSITE

Please look at the website Education Links pages.   We have divided it now as you suggested. If you can help by sending information or materials or student work, please do! It would be good to have something from every school.
ABU DIS BOYS’

Abu Dis Boys’ School now has a twinning link to Hampstead School in Camden. Aqel Abu Khalil came to Camden for a week. When he was here, the students at the school did a special event one evening and made some money so Abu Dis Boys’ School can link to the internet and so the two schools can stay in touch.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

One of the teachers who visited the Elementary School is talking to an organisation that is interested in children’s playgrounds about  coming to Abu Dis to discuss improvements to the playground at the Elementary School… We hope this might happen in the summer.

TEACHER IN PRISON

Camden Education Links have written to Mohammed al- Sarahneh. The teachers from Camden were very shocked to hear that a second teacher from the Arab Institute had been taken to administrative detention. We hope to see him well and free very soon.
MUSIC TEACHER

Education Links in Camden are raising money for the music teacher who is now at Dar Assadaqa – Maybe children from your school would like to go to his classes? 

VISITS TO CAMDEN AND TO ABU DIS
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association has many plans for new visits to Abu Dis and to Camden. We hope that we can raise the money for some children to come to Camden in the summer – this will be the third visit. We hope to arrange for some teachers from each school to come, as soon as we can. We are bringing some musicians from Camden to Abu Dis in February, and college lecturers in April. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH

It is so good to know you and we hope to keep in touch with you very often.  There were lots of good ideas in October about sharing teaching materials and putting our students in touch with each other and making a magazine etc... Please let us know what you manage to do.

HAVE A GOOD TERM

With all best wishes

Nandita 
on behalf of CADFA and the Camden teachers’ group.

You can write to us at

education@camdenabudis.net
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