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Greetings for Eid al Adha and for Christmas and for

the New Year

to all Camden and Abu Dis teachers
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This is going to as many teachers as we can send it to in Camden and Abu Dis. Please
show this to your friends and colleagues.

NEWS

It has been some time since we sent out
a newsletter to Camden and Abu Dis
teachers, but the education links between
the two places have been growing in an
amazing way. This newsletter points to
some of the developments in the past six
months.

s/

u»_._\d},\\ U.%‘M‘ Sl uﬁ ‘OJALSJ u»:m},\\
Aalall el Al bl skl e

Abu Dis children’s visit to Camden in
June 2008

We had a great visit of young people from
Abu Dis to Camden last summer. They
visited lots of schools and youth clubs
and really enjoyed themselves. Lots of
things came out of their visit, too... two
more Camden schools decided that they

““Buddies” during the youth visit from Abu Dis to Camden, June 2008.

would like to twin with Abu Dis schools...
some of the Camden teachers decided to
come as volunteers to Abu Dis, during the
next year... a group of Camden kids have
become the “buddy group” and want to
help plan next year’s visit... If they can,
they would love to go to Abu Dis too.

Let’s see.
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Abu Dis teachers’ visit to Camden in
October 2009

We were really delighted to have a visit of
five Abu Dis teachers to Camden schools
in October. They visited schools and
shared in workshops with Camden
teachers, and lots of things came out of
this too. Another Camden school is
considering twinning with an Abu Dis
school... Itis amazing how these links
are growing. Teachers worked together to
discuss possible future curriculum links
between the schools, and this discussion
will continue during the next visit to Abu
Dis.
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Camden teachers’ visit to Abu Dis in
April 2009

Nine teachers from Camden schools will
be visiting Abu Dis schools during April.
This visit is supported by the British
Council. Teachers will be finding out
about education in Palestine and working
on ways to link their schools. We hope
that as many Abu Dis teachers as
possible will meet the teachers from
Camden — and they are looking forward
to meeting you!

Abu Dis children’s visit to Camden in
June 2009

Our fourth children’s visit from Abu Dis to
Camden will take place in the middle of
June 2009. This will be during Refugee
Week in the UK. We hope to be in touch
with Camden schools shortly about the
arrangements for this.
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Playground project

In our last newsletter, we told you that a
small charity was going to join with
Camden Abu Dis and do some work on a
playground in Abu Dis. Unfortunately they
were not able to continue at this point.
However, it is an exciting idea, and
another group in Camden are now trying
to raise some money to make the Dar
Assadaqga garden into a good place to

play.
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Other visits

CADFA are organising many visits in both
directions, and these may be of interest to
teachers and schools. Ask us for details
of

* Musicians’ visit to Camden
(February)

Women'’s visit to Camden (March)

» Trade union visit to Abu Dis (April -
May)

* University students’ visit to
Camden (date to be arranged)
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Camden Abu Dis projects in Abu Dis
Youth film project

For several months in the summer, young
people worked hard on the Camden Abu
Dis youth film project, and we now have
two films:

* The Great Wall of Palestine

* and the New Map of Abu Dis
These will next be shown in Camden on
11" January at the Renoir Cinema.

We are going to try to raise the money for
more film training for other groups of
young people in Abu Dis and we have
some ideas of joint films (Camden and
Abu Dis) that we hope to discuss with
teachers at both ends.

Music teacher

Abu Dis teachers please note : new
music classes starting in January
Camden teachers please note: we are
asking for standing orders to help us
increase the hours of the Camden Abu
Dis music teacher, and would love your
help.
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Volunteers and English language
courses

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
organise volunteers for Abu Dis who
teach English at Dar Assadaga and at
local schools. They can also support the
school twinning by helping with teachers’
English language and with putting things
on blogs etc. Our new volunteer, will start
on 16™ January — Please contact Abdul
Wahab Sabbah for details of her
programme.

abudis@camdenabudis.net

4 3ula) ARl anded 5 939 (e ghatiall

Cpe shaiall M Zolee (gl (IS Al duxas olaS
& ool g ddlaall jla Ay jalasV) ARl aaladl]
éumﬂ\;\a\f}h&uﬂm?@ﬂﬁjwdy\
:\.SJM\J L;}XMY\GA&ABLLM dhwu&)\w\
daalal) Lo 3t dad g3 IS Aaldd) Gl gaall p gl 8
oo dual sill el ) B 9IS 16 50 o) () Sl
gebion e oS e z10) dal (e zlia Gila gllae
dc shidl Jae

Education calendar

Camden Abu Dis calendar 2009 is on the
subject of Education Links. We have
copies for sale in both Camden and Abu
Dis and we hope you will like it and use it.
(Sorry itis only in English)
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Books

We have published two books that we
hope will be useful to Camden schools
because of the information about Abu Dis
and Palestine, and may be useful to Abu
Dis schools because of the English
language.

The First Six Days is oral history — it tells
about Abu Dis people’s experience of the
war of 1967, which was for them the
beginning of the Israeli occupation.

Our new book, Voices from Abu Dis has
stories of people from Abu Dis from 1948
to 2008. It is designed as a resource
book with the stories, maps,
explanations, excerpts from the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights etc — We
hope it will be useful to Camden schools
who are making links with Abu Dis.

These books can be ordered from us in
Camden or Abu Dis (and also available
from Amazon).
st
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Abdul Wahab Sabbah
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Twinned schools

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
support schools on both sides to make
and keep these links.

There are now links between

* Hampstead School and Abu Dis Boys’
School

* Maria Fidelis School and the UNWRA
School

* South Camden Community School
and the UNWRA School

Acland Burghley School and the Arab
Institute are also considering making a
link.

There many more informal links between
schools.

Sometimes the Camden schools raise
money (for example, Hampstead School
have just raised some money towards a
table tennis table for their twin) and
sometimes the schools put information on
blogs:
http://abudisboyschool.blogspot.com
http://unrwaabudis.blogspot.com
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We would like to thank the British
Council, and people in the Ministry of
Education, Jerusalem Suburbs Section,
UNWRA, Camden Local Authority and in
schools in Abu Dis and Camden for their
interest and their help in supporting the
Camden Abu Dis education links in the
past year or two.

This is now developing in an exciting way
and there are many interesting things that
we can do together. We hope there will
soon be curriculum projects linking
schools in both places. We know there
are more schools interested in making



links. And Camden Abu Dis Friendship
Association is happy to help keep this
moving.
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We look forward to working with you
all during 2009

With all best wishes
The Camden education links group.
You can write to us at

education@camdenabudis.net



