Some quick thoughts from Abu Dis - from a CADFA volunteer.

 

I have so many things I don't know where to start.  I am an LLM student and unfortunately, the first thing I have come to understand since coming here is that international law has no meaning in Palestine. Israel doesn't really care about the resolutions of the United Nations security council or any of the rules that are embodied in the international conventions even when they  have ratified those conventions themselves.

 

We can talk about the settlements for instance. Under international law, an occupying power cannot transfer their population over into occupied territories. However, here in the West Bank, there are more than two hundred settlements. 

 

One of the consequences of the settlements is an increase in the number of checkpoints in the middle of the West Bank, which only have the purpose of protecting settlements and have nothing to do with the security of Israel. In fact on the Wall which is near to Israel there are only 24-26 checkpoints. In a way you could justify the presence of checkpoints on a border but there is no justification for checkpoints in the middle of the West Bank. The presence of settlements and checkpoints on the West Bank reveals the real policy of Israel since the beginning of the occupation - it is completely a policy of taking over all the land. 

 

They cannot take land unless it is for military reasons or for the benefit of the population.  A couple of us witnessed an example of land confiscation officially to build a road from Bethlehem to Jericho. We cannot see any benefit for the Palestinian population but on the contrary, the situation is getting worse since the building of new settlements and then the Wall. This is damaging the life of the Palestinian population - take the example of students that hold green cards but have to travel out of the immediate area to go to school. They have to cross the checkpoints and sometimes they have to wait with more than one hour with the consequence of being late and they miss the first lesson.

