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Israeli violations increased this month in the city of
Jerusalem and its surroundings. The Israeli army
killed several people and a small child, not even
two years old, was killed by inhalation of tear gas.
There were many injuries in the clashes in the city

during this month.

In Abu Dis this month, child imprisonment
was a very big issue. Israeli soldiers stormed a
large number of houses at night. Seven boys
under the age of sixteen —including two aged 13 -
were arrested. There was evidence of their being
mistreated. Israeli seems now to be
acknowledging international pressure and making
videos of the interrogation of these young people
— but we have been told by the young people and
by their families that the real interrogation and
torture is going on behind closed doors. More
information below and also from Camden Abu Dis
child prisoners campaign.
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the Separation
Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal off
Jerusalem very thoroughly from its suburb, and they
have made special "terminals*" for people to go
through to get into the city. For the towns on the
east of Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities

built a terminal in a place between the Mount of
Olives and the town of Aizariyeh to allow people
carrying West Bank passes and who have also got a
permit,following very long and complicated
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procedures, specially now they use finger prints as
well as permits. And at al-Zayem on the Jerusalem
road leading to the settlement of Maale Adumim,
they have put a checkpoint that can only be used
settlers and people with Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians use the word “mua’bar”
(translated into “terminal”) to describe
the huge checkpoints, like international frontiers,

that are the ways through the Wall.
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On 13th September Israeli police announced a
comprehensive closure across the whole of the
West Bank on the occasion of the Jewish festival
Yom Kippur, which is on Saturday, 17th September.
This closure included residents of the West Bank
who have permits to go to Jerusalem: they too
were prevented from going there. Israeli security
sources announced that the closure would
continue for a period of ten days.
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Israeli laws and the issue of Jerusalem
citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement the recommendation of the Israeli
Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem affairs in
1973 under the leadership of Golda Meir, to
reduce the percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem
to fewer than 22% of the total population in order
to make a disturbance in the demographic balance
in the city. So, the occupation authorities have
decided to use a lot of methods to carry out this
commandment, which was recently taking the
Jerusalem IDs from the Arab population in
Jerusalem. Although five thousand families in
Jerusalem have lost their IDs, the Palestinians still
represent 35% of the total population of Jerusalem
city itself, because many Jerusalemites who had
moved into the suburbs have returned to live
inside the city. Since the Wall was built, during just
the year 2006, 1,363 Jerusalem residents have lost
their Jerusalem IDs under various pretexts,
according to statistics of the Israeli Interior
Ministry .This has came at a time when Israel had
separated Jerusalem (the occupied city)
completely from its suburbs which includes many
of the residents of a Jerusalem who have
Jerusalem IDs, and many families who have mixed
IDs live in these suburbs. Also, most people in Abu
Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have
Jerusalem IDs.
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There were three people from Jerusalem killed by
Israeli police during this month. This is important
for people from Abu Dis which regards itself as
part of Jerusalem although cut off by the Wall. If
there is trouble in Silwan for example, it can be
heard in Abu Dis —it is very close.

On Tuesday 14th September, a young man called
Hazem Abu Aldab'aat from Silwan was shot by an
Israeli police officer when he was on a visit to Tel
Aviv with two of his friends. Hazem’s family said
that when Hazem and his friends arrived in Tel
Aviv, Israeli police stopped them to check their
identity cards and their car licenses. When one of
the policemen found that their papers were in
order, he did not stop checking them and he
shouted abuse at the young people, so the young
man Abu Aldab'aat answered back. Immediately
the officer put his hands behind his back,
handcuffed him and pushed him on the ground,
and then shot him with a bullet through while with
his hands were tied and his face to the ground.
The Israeli police said that the bullet was shot by
accident, which his friends who were with him
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denied — both of them were arrested. On Monday
20th September, the policeman who shot him was
acquitted and allowed to return to work. The two
young men, who were with Hazem when he was
shot were kept under arrest by the Israeli police
who put pressure on them to change their
statements that they made in return for their
release.
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On Tuesday 21st September Samer Sarhan (28
years), also from Silwan, was shot by a settlement
guard in Helweh valley, south of Al-Agsa mosque.
Witnesses said the Israeli guard pursued the young
men in one of the alleys, and shot them directly,
which led to the death of one of them, and the
wounding of three others, one of them critically.

Violent clashes erupted in various parts of the
town of Silwan and a large force of Israeli police
was deployed in the town after the young man
was killed.
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On Thursday 24th September in the town of
Issawiya north of Jerusalem a baby of a year and
two months was killed by inhalation of tear gas
fired by the soldiers of the occupation.

Violent clashes erupted between Palestinian
youths and Israeli forces there on Thursday night,
and the occupation forces fired many tear gas
bombs towards people and their homes.
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Arresting and invading houses
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During the last month, the Israeli occupation
authorities continued the policy of invading
houses and arresting people. Israeli soldiers
together with the Israeli intelligence forces
invaded houses during the night, searched and
damaged things, and made several arrests.
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On Wednesday 15th September Khaleel Atta
Qreei, aged 13, a student at Abu Dis Secondary
School for Boys, was arrested when his house
was invaded by IOF (Israeli Occupation Forces).
His brother Mohammed reported that soldiers
from the Israeli Border Guards came to the
family home at 1.30 am and they broke into the
house through the window, then a large number
of soldiers entered the house and gathered
family members in one room. Mohammed said
that the soldiers told him to bring his, his
brother and father IDs. They also told Khaleel to
bring his birth certificate to be sure of his name.
After that, they told him to put on his clothes.
Mohammed said that he tried to enter Khaleel's
room to help him but the soldiers prevented
him, and Khaleel was accompanied to the room
by two Israeli Border Guards.

The intelligence officer told Khaleel's father, Dr.
Atta Qreei, that Khaleel would return after an
investigation and asked the father to go with
them in an Israeli patrol to the police station in
Maale Adumim; but his father was forced to sit
outside the interrogation room while the officer
intelligence was investigating with Khalil.

At 5 a.m. an Israeli police officer asked Dr. Atta
to leave the police station to be back at 9 a.m. to
pick his son up, but when he returned, he was
told that Khaleel would be held for a period of
four days to complete the investigation.
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On Thursday 16th September houses of Mahmoud
Khaleel Jaffal and Saleh Khaleel Afaneh were
invaded at 1 a.m., and their sons Mustafa Jaffal (15
years) and Jihad Afaneh (16 years) were arrested.
Theyare students at Abu Dis for Boys’ School.
Jihad’s mother said in her affidavit that she heard a
strong knock at the window of her son's room, at
1.30in the night. Her son who was sleeping with
his younger brother. Everyone in the house woke
up and the dog was barking outside. When her
husband opened the door, he found the house
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surrounded by large numbers of soldiers shouting
at him to open the door. The soldiers went
straight into Jihads room refusing to let her or her
husband enter the room. After they searched the
room, they arrested Jihad, handcuffed him and put
him into the police car in the street .

Jihad suffers from an glandular allergy and feels
severe pain if he exposed to any physical or
psychological pressure, so his mother is very
worried about his health.

She said she had three young children and what
happened has caused them to be very afraid to go
through the house for the night or to go into their
brother's room.

Saleh Afaneh said he received a call the next day
from someone who claimed that he was an Israeli
intelligence officer informing him that his son had
signed a confession and was sent to Ofer prison on
the same night.
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On Sunday 19th September the houses of Afaneh
Radwan Khalil and Khaled Jaffal were stormed, and
their children Sufian Afaneh (15 years) and Ahmed
Jaffal (13 years) were arrested in the early hours of
this morning. Note that both of them are students
at Abu Dis Secondary School for Boys.

The mother of Mahmoud Jaffal said that at 1 a.m.
Israeli soldiers stormed her house and they
searched all the rooms and they did not allow
anyone to accompany them as they went through
in the house.

The mother didn’t understand that soldiers
intended to arrest her younger child Mahmoud.
Mohammed and Amir had already spent long
periods in prison, but when she saw them dragging
her son, she fell down and fainted from the shock,
one of the soldiers handcuffed Mahmoud and
blindfolded him.

Then, an Israeli intelligence officer asked his elder
brother Mohammed to follow the army to the
police station, Maale Adumim, and when he went
with his brother, they asked him to enter with his
brother. Then they interrogated Mahmoud in
front of Mohammed for 15 minutes and then they
sent Mohammed back to the house.

Sufian's mother said that the soldiers came to her




Gli ey Jpde Ll Cum 4l 2 gial) aal B8 Ll oS
) gnany aly 4dle A1 o jumal dand e g o iy ol
e 203 A sl 3l ey Lonsen Lewsds

GV osmall ol )il lalua Caallly Z Aol
A Basd) i) Cus ) ae GaiaTl ) gl anesd Mas
o s Cun iy Ol DA i iny o) L Gl Caad A )

A Sl ) e g gl sal) (o pan  aiaay
ek gl s Aie 3o A sl cluadll e A ) e Gl ey

Ll dina e gl gl el

Ada A oaud W8 al slesialy sy M o Sy
ADA e dolad aaa slsa) g Al Jliie) ey Ayl
O AaSaall ofy pd bpd Jaed Alipay) @ i
Lo e dAY 2sa gy Lbgil Ciglhy a8 (3adl) Lles
i Asyd U@ gl o) Mgy Geday JUY) o Gy

Ny NEOi|

Cx3

house at 2 a.m., and they brought a heavy
instrument to break down the door but her
husband opened the door before they broke it. As
soon as they entered the house, the soldiers asked
about Sufian, who was asleep. One of the soldiers
kicked him , so he woke up stunned and confused,
and he couldn't say his name. His mother brought
his clothes but soldiers did not allow him to put
them on. Then, soldiers handcuffed him inside his
room.

At 3 a.m. soldiers called his father to come to
Maale Adumim to attend the investigation with his
son, which continued for half an hour. Sufian did
not admit to anything but was accused of throwing
Molotovs towards military vehicles.

Sufian suffers from asthma on chronic bronchitis
and constantly has treatment; any pressure will
affect his health adversely.

Note that this procedure of calling a family
member to the police station after their son’s
arrest is a new thing. The Israeli intelligence
record videotapes at this point. It appears to be
an attempt to prove to the court that the
investigation process is carried out as it legally
should be in and the presence of parents;
although what happens usually is that the
children are tortured and made to sign
statements before the parents are brought in and
the video is made.
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On the night of Monday 20", witnesses said the
Israeli Army patrol invaded a group of houses in
Hai Al-Ras in Abu Dis including the houses of
Nasser Jaffal and Khaleel Mohsen. The soldiers
searched the houses without giving any reasons
for invading the houses.
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On Wednesday 22nd September there were
clashes in the late hours of the night between
young people from Abu Dis and the Israeli army.
Soldiers fired tear gas and clashes were
concentrated at the mosque in the old town.
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In the night of Monday 27th September there
were invastions of houses and a group of boys
were arrested after their homes were searched:
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Fadi Radi Afaneh (14 years) and Issa Nasser Jaffal
(15 years) and Mahmoud Khaleel Mohsen (15
years).
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Prisoners’ affairs
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During the long years of the Occupation, hundreds
of people from Abu Dis have been arrested,
usually for peaceful resistance against the
Occupation, such as demonstrations, just as in the
rest of Palestine. Among these there have been
many young people under the age of eighteen;
there is now 48 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli
jails. Among them there were 7 children. In
addition there are currently more than 70
prisoners from Al Quds University students in Abu
Dis.

Many of these people have suffered from the bad
treatment, physical and psychological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits. There is
further information about Abu Dis prisoners at...
http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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On Sunday 19th September, the Israeli authorities
brought Khaleel Qurei, Jihad Afaneh, and Mustafa
Jaffal to the military court in Ofer prison. Two of
them were accused of making hand grenades and
throwing Molotovs towards the Israeli army, but
there was no charge against Khaleel , however the

JAle S, 4xc | Judge refused to release him on bail.
Qs dgene 4d8 ) el cwd 9-26 aaY) | OnSunday 26th September Israeli authorities
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brought Mahmoud and Sufian to trial.

Sufian's mother said that her son did not dare to
talk about what happened to him, but Mahmoud
was very daring and said that the intelligence
beat them, put their hands in the drawers and
closed them on their fingers so violently that their
fingers were swollen, and they beat them on their
feet with clubs.

Mahmoud's mother said that she was very sad
because of handcuffs in the children's hands and
legs and the large number of guards around them
who didn’t allow them to look at their parents or
even wave to them, and anyone who dares to talk
out as Mahmoud did will be punished.

Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/Pa
ges/InternationallLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions which
the Israeli occupying power are violating in their
treatment of the Palestinian people are:

The Wall
The International Court of Justice asked Israel to
stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 — Advisory
Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements against
torture and mistreatment of prisoners. Article 7
of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall be
subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.” The UN
Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.

46 5ol Adllae Sy oY) clShiad) e D) o)
1907 Alal sy =i 4l e

Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through

the permit system and pressure on people

around Jerusalem)
Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights
recognized in the present Covenant, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other
status.” (International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, article 2, paragraph 1, signed
1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks
on his honour and reputation... Everyone has the
right to the protection of the law against such
interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on the
international community and all the supporters
of the rights of the Palestinians to make some
pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop
the violations and to guarantee their human
rights and their rights under international
humanitarian law.
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