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Above — traffic jam in Aizariyeh (the way east out of
Abu Dis to go north or WEST to Jerusalem, since the
Wall). Ahead is the settlement of Maale Adumim.

Right — plans for a new settlement to remove a
Palestinian neighbourhood in Jerusalem.

The Israeli violations against the Palestinian people
of Abu Dis continued in the last month. A young
man from Abu Dis was shot and injured in his foot
by Israeli soldiers during a peaceful demonstration
against the Israeli violations in Jerusalem.

Despite the Israeli government
announcement that they would freeze
building work in settlements — a response to
international pressure — on the ground, work
on settlements continued and even
accelerated.

Plans for radical Zionist settlers to make a new
settlement in Jerusalem were leaked. The following
points to the most important violations during this
month.
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Confiscating land to build the Wall and
extend the settlements
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Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and
East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in 1967, the
Israeli authorities have seized tens of thousands of
donums of Palestinian land on different excuses.
Directly after the war, Israel announced that it
would annexe East Jerusalem as if they were
making it part of Israel. Then they announced that
the east side of the West Bank — including the
Jordan Valley — was a series of closed military areas
because it was next to the border with Jordan.
From the middle of the 1970s, Israel started take
huge tracts of land from the occupied territories,
against international humitarian law and all
international agreements, to build new settlements,
and also to prevent the possibility of a future
Palestinian state.

In 2002, the Israeli authorities began to build the
Separation Wall. This increased the process of
taking over the land in the West Bank. They isolated
and confiscated extra areas of land from the
occupied territories to Israel, and up to present,
Israel has taken about 52% of the land of the West
Bank.
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On 27th September, the settlers’ organization
Otarot Cohaneem, which is very active in Jerusalem
in pushing for the Judaisation of the city, distributed
a secret letter to their donors and supporters to tell
them about their future settlement projects in
Jerusalem.
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Details of this were published in the Israeli Ha’aretz
newspaper, which said that Mair Marghaleet, a
member of the Jerusalem Council, was their source.
Part of this Ateerat Kohaneem project is to extend
the small settlement known as Kidmat Zion which is
in Abu Dis next to Jerusalem.
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And they are talking of building 300 settlement
units as a first step of the project. And they are
talking of a settlement project at Buttun al-Hawa in
Silwan in the Yememi area. And they are telling
their donors that they will work hard on enlarging
settlements in the areas and to build a synagogue
and a museum
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The Maale Adumim settlement council organised a
celebration for the laying of the foundation stone of
a new settlement neighbourhood, with some
ministers and members of the Israeli Knesset from
the Likud and radical religious parties including the
ministers Ozzi Landau and Daniel Harskovitch.
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On 30th September, the Israeli authorities gave a
military order to destroy the house of Amar
Salameh Hadidoun on the excuse that the house
which he had built on his land was too close to the
Separation Wall. Amar built his two-storey house
during this year after the Israeli authorities
destroyed his family house in Khalit Abed area in
the west side of the wall last April.
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis

Lde Jsn g painll Juaill Jan ol o J ) el of 3
o) sl 5 Alinall Al o A ) Gl S (el & Gesdl
o) bl gl 5l Thals e Cadll) 5 35 clgs Al
e Al ) bl cadd) Gl 5 ol Ally disaal
ol pall o Ay Sanll 32k 30 i o el Faaiall 3
D50 bl agal 85T Gae A pad) Al 48 Cles (e

A Y Aald Al gh g 3aiaa el ) PR (e adladinly

ol S 25 8y el ) ALY Al daay oadid
Slas ik gine ) ga3all mie Gl Gyl e Mlidd) alad
Agiall &35 Clan il e gy (ot sanall 3 5al psnsd

b el ¢y priladdl a3y Gl Lite I Jaa Ja) e 1
@jﬂ\ J}M\L&&M}B)ﬁsaﬁ)&c ‘);\P&Lm.u
Jasdl DA e JRl s Sl ) S

Since the Israelis started to build the Separation
Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal off
Jerusalem very thoroughly from its suburb, and they
have made special "terminals1" for people to go
through to get into the city. For the towns on the
east of

Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities built a terminal in
a place between the Mount of Olives and the town
of Aizariyeh to allow people carrying West Bank
passes and who have also got a permit, following
very long and

complicated procedures, specially now they use
finger prints as well as permits. And at Al Zayem on
the Jerusalem road leading to the settlement of
Maale Adumim, they have put a checkpoint that can
only be used settlers and people with Jerusalem
passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe
the huge checkpoints, like international frontiers,
that are the ways through the Wall.
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On Friday 18" September, thousands of people
going to prayer gathered in the squares in front of
the Al Agsa Mosque for the last Friday of Ramadan.
And the Israeli police strengthened its forces at the
entrances to the old city and in front of the
entrance to the mosque compound. The Israeli
army allowed only the following people from the
West Bank to enter: men over fifty and women over
forty-five years who had permits from the Israeli
Civil Administration.

Plia¥) asin Bl ol a5y G By Al 9-29
b andy Al aYL 1aas Bl s alae P& 3l 5 e
e Al A s s 5 ol sy L ) aadll sl

A il I iy dl e ol D) ol Lo i B il
2

On 29th September, a young man, Wael Younis
Badr, was shot and wounded by Israeli soldiers
during a students’ demonstration against the events
that were happening in the Al Agsa Mosque in
Jerusalem. He was wounded by live ammunition
which led to damage in the bones in his leg.
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973 by the
Israeli Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem under
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the leadership of Golda Meir, to reduce the
percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to under
22%. This has led to many different policies that
have distorted the demography of Jerusalem. The
most recent of these policies has been to put great
pressure on Palestinians of Jerusalem, and led to
many thousands of people having their Jerusalem
IDs taken from them. Although five thousand
families in Jerusalem have lost their IDs since 1973,
the Palestinians still represent 35% of the
population of Jerusalem city itself, because many
Jerusalemites who had moved into the suburbs
have moved back to live inside the city since the
Wall was built. During just the year 2006, 1,363
Jerusalem residents lost their Jerusalem IDs (figures
- Israeli Interior Ministry) This came after Israel had
separated Jerusalem completely from its suburbs.
Many people who have Jerusalem IDs, and many
families who have mixed IDs live in these suburbs.
Note that most people in Abu Dis have West Bank
IDs but a minority have Jerusalem IDs
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The Israeli Minister of Security announced a
decision to close some NGOs in Jerusalem. The
following were closed for the month of September:
Al-Hakawati Theatre and a youth club in the Mount
of Olives, while the Nidal Children’s Centre in
Jerusalem was closed for a year.
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities continued
the policy of invading houses and arresting people.
Israeli soldiers together with the intelligence forces
invaded houses during the night, searched and
damaged things, and made several arrests during
the last month.
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On the 20th September, at ten o’clock at night, a
military force invaded the Beatles Café near to the
Israeli military camp, and the soldiers held all the
customers and searched their IDs and harassed
them. An eye-witness noted that the soldiers beat
three Al Quds University students who were in the
café, before letting them go.
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Prisoners’ affairs




During the long years of the Occupation, hundreds
of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually
for peaceful resistance against the Occupation,
such as demonstrations, just as in the rest of
Palestine. Among these there have been many
young people under the age of eighteen; there is
now 52 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails.
Among them there were 2 children. In addition
there are currently more than 70 student prisoners
from Al Quds University Abu Dis campus.
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Many of these people have suffered bad treatment,
physical and pyschological torture, forced
confessions, denial of family visits. There is further
information on Abu Dis prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.htmi
http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

Last month (August) it was reported that Palestinian
juveniles would from now on be treated in a
different way from adults by the Israeli military.
There is no evidence of any change as yet.

i Cpidanddll QU1 () Jl o cale) T bl el
& omad (o) Gasy bl (Sl o palally Aald daSaa B agieSlag
2y ALl ) Slad) el o jealdl) pa Jalal

:Glua g8 g LLaBA | Conclusions and recommendations

adsall o Adgal clLBEN) g claalaad)l Jea dala cilaglaa Sllia

.. . L. There is helpful information on human rights and
baadall adll yaldl) g i international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/Page

s/InternationalLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions which

the Israeli occupying power are violating in their
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The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel to
stop work on the Separation Wall in the Palestinian
occupied territories including East Jerusalem and
the area around it, to destroy all the bits that are
already built and to delete all the laws and decisions
which the Israeli government had made in creating
it (Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 —
Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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There are many international agreements against
torture and mistreatment of prisoners. Article 7 of
el Lo Lgia Aliady) e o Andall CBaall y cudaill oy 2% | the International Covenant on Civil and Political
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According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907
paragraph 46, occupation forces must not

1907 ! Y =i 5l | confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “ to respect
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This month’s report shows that the people of Abu
Dis are suffering regular violations of all of these
agreements and decisions. We call on the
international community and all the supporters of
the rights of the Palestinians to make some
pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the
violations and to guarantee their human rights and
their rights under international humanitarian law.




