Israeli soldiers on the rampage in Abu Dis –
Abu Dis, Tuesday 11th December 2007 –

Shooting, sirens, roadblocks everywhere, house and shops invaded by the army, people couldn’t move, some couldn’t reach their houses, dozens of people taken out of cafes and made to stand for hours with their hands over their heads, two shopkeepers beaten badly by the soldiers and then arrested – local people say they had done nothing to provoke the violence and are worried that they will have false charges made against them.
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Three soldiers beating up a young man in Abu Dis,

evening of 11th December 2007

On Tuesday evening, December 11th 2007, a CADFA volunteer living near the middle of town wrote “it is extremely noisy outside - there has been shooting, screaming sirens, just at the end of my road.”  Others in Abu Dis reported panic and chaos everywhere with the army going around all night, and soldiers saying “Abu Dis will not sleep tonight.”  There were roadblocks, shooting and chaos – one person returning from work in Ramallah said that it wasn’t possible for him to get home – he had to sleep under a tree.
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Shop windows broken by Israeli soldiers

At about 8.30 in the evening the trouble started and soldiers from the military camp burst into a house in Ras al Aqub.  At about the same time, five Israeli jeeps from the military camp drove into town with sirens wailing and lights flashing. Four soldiers entered two supermarkets, one after another, told them to close and ordered the owners to stay inside.  They broke the front windows of the Eriqat shop (and later they broke others). 

There were a lot of people in the cafés because there was a football match that night.  Soldiers entered the Beatles Café violently.  They broke a very big mirror and hit the glass door of the cafe hard with their weapons (but it did not break). They were pushed, hit and kicked the café customers. They ordered dozens of men to go outside and stand next to the wall with hands raised above their heads and they collected their IDs. Later the Palestinian men were forced to sit in a squatting position, still with their hands above their heads, which is very hard for people to do especially for a long time.  The soldiers remained about an hour near the café. Eight soldiers went on foot to the university crossroads, ordering owners to close their shops and stay inside.  
According to witnesses, 21-year-old Ahmed Radi Eriqat, brother of the owner Mohammed, was working in the petrol station nearby. Soldiers told him to lock it and stay inside.  Three soldiers came and broke the glass shopfront of the shop next door, so Ahmed came out to see what was happening.  At this point, the soldiers attacked him, then pushed Ahmed into the shop along with Abdullah Dawoud Awad  (28 years old, shop owner) and started beating them both. We have been sent these pictures of blood on a shelf in the shop and on the shop floor which came from the attack on the young men.
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After beating them for fifteen minutes, the soldiers dragged the two young men   outside and along the street. When they reached the shop of Abdullah Lafee they started beating them again, outside the door of the shop, knocking Ahmed’s head against the door. Until he heard screaming and realized what was happening, Abdullah Lafee assumed that the sound was the soldiers knocking at his door. Abdullah Awad’s mother who lived nearby went to the soldiers and tried to intervene to protect her son and his neighbour, but the soldiers simply pushed her away. At 9.45 the soldiers forced Ahmed and Abdullah into a military jeep, handcuffed and blindfolded.

The two families got into cars  and followed the jeep which went to the military camp in Abu Dis, but the Israeli soldiers refused to allow the families to enter.  After about half an hour, the soldiers left with the two men and took them to Maale Adumim police station. The families followed and managed to enter the police station. They saw their sons at a distance with their eyes blindfolded and their hands tied behind their backs, but they did not manage to communicate with them. 
Abdullah’s brother tried to talk to the police officer about these events, not only about his brother but about the damage to his shop. He was told that nothing would be done unless there was some evidence, so he returned to collect photos and film which were sent to a lawyer to start a formal complaint.
At 10.30 the soldiers returned to the area of Abudullah’s shop and made a deliberate sound explosion. This seemed to be a pretence at detonating a suspicious package to suggest that the issue was the fault of the local people.
After this, Israeli soldiers invaded the Jaffa Café and again violently forced dozens of people to go outside and hand over their IDs The soldiers also damaged some of the interior of the café, destroying six shishas.  At 11 p.m. some soldiers returned with the ID cards for everyone, including the people still waiting outside the Beatles Café, and threw them on to the ground .
At 1 am, two Israeli jeeps returned to Abdullah Awad’s shop and told his brother that the glass had been broken by Palestinians throwing stones.  There was a car tyre burning in the street near the shop. No one knew who had put it there. The soldiers took photos of the burning tyre and the shop and said that the local people were responsible for the trouble.
One of the soldiers left the jeep, jumped over a fence and returned to the street with two Molotov cocktails which he claimed to have found – again seeming to be trying to show that it was the locals causing the damage. This was after the complaint had been made at the police station in Maale Adumim.
Residents of the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis said that at 1am soldiers came again, throwing sound bombs, knocking on doors and making a great noise to wake everyone up. They let off sound bombs throughout the evening which seemed to have no reason except to make people afraid and stop them sleeping.

Ahmed and Abdullah are now inside Atzion jail and the lawyer has told the family that the Israeli soldiers accuse Ahmed of attempting to attack a soldier. They will be held for interrogation for four days before charges are made
This story is based closely on the statements made by a number of people from Abu Dis.  
