From “Sowt al Mara” (Women’s Voice) – the paper of the Dar Assadaqa Women’s Group, Abu Dis, March 2007

Rawan Hassan Abdullah Hassan Thawabteh

Arrested on the 29th January 2004

She is now in section 11 of Telmond Prison, Hasharon, Israel.

Rawan’s mother told the story:  “On the day that they arrested Rawan she was 16 years old.  They arrested her on a very cold day of winter 2004.  Soldiers from the Israeli police border surrounded our small house late on the night while Rawan was asleep in her room together with her sister Hadeel 14 years old.  The soldiers woke them both and they arrested them, taking them directly to Al Muskobieh Interrogation Centre in Jerusalem. “
Hadeel was released after few days but they invaded our house every day till they arrested her father, the father spent five days inside prison and had a hard time under interrogation by the Shabak.

Rawan was charged with planning to beat an Israeli soldier and training in weapons and preparing for an operation against the Israeli military.  During her interrogation the Israeli Shabak brought her father into the interrogation room and they threatened Rawan that if she did not confess  to the charges they made against her,  she would stay in prison. That was after 65 days of interrogation.

Her mother did not recognise her when she saw her for the first time because she was in a very  bad situation.  They tortured her in many ways. They used to hit her with a stick over her heart and her kidneys and to say bad and dirty words to her.  They put her in cold rooms and in hot rooms, and threatened that they would destroy her and her family’s reputation.
As a result of the torture she had breathing problems. Also the Shabak officers used to cut her hair. They did not gave her food or clothes and they used to move her from a prison to another to keep her confused all the time.  They refused to give her the money that the prisoners organization sent for spending in the canteen.  Rawan lost 20 kilograms from her weight.  They used to punish her for any simple reason or sometimes without any reason, through putting her in a small dirty cell for days and nights.  
The mother added that inside the jail all the patients received just one medicine which was called Acamole which is a pain killer without considering each individual case. Because of the torture in the interrogation, Rawan had serious problems in her leg and had two surgeries and the reason was mainly because there was no medical care given during the interrogation period and there was no way she could keep herself clean. The first surgery failed so they did another one.
Rabiha Mohsen, Rawan`s mother added that the Israelis allowed her to visit her daughter they searched her and stripped her naked and the same thing happened with Rawan.  She said that Rawan told her that the guards did not allow her to have a bath for one whole month, and they made her to stand next to the wall for long hours each day, and she added that the soldiers use to touch her all over her body and the threatened that they would rape her.
Also one of the painful things that the family passed through was that the Israeli intelligence started to send fake stories through their spies to the Palestinian local community. For example, they said once that Rawan confessed that she he taken drugs and been a dealer in 1989 – but her mother said that at that time Rawan was two years old!
The Palestinian women prisoners in Israeli jails suffer from a systematic punishment and violation process.  Sometimes the prison management collects all the clothes and the stuff which belong to the prisoners and they set fire to them and they refuse to allow prisoners to have clothes for a long time.  
The jail is like a protectorate for mice and cockroaches.  And depending on the geographic location of the jail, you can find different insects in it. For example in Telmond Jail, you can find particular bugs because it is near the coast. This kind of insect causes a skin disease because it feeds on human blood. And also for the water to have a bath, it is all the time cold, in summer and in winter. And for the visits, all the time the guards try to delay them, and on many occasions they use this as a punishment – sometimes they punish prisoners and do not give them the chance to have visits. 

On many occasions they move a prisoner from one prison to another on the day of the visit, so the family go and do not find her. A whole day and a whole night travelling, leaving the house and the children, and in the end the mothers do not manage to see their daughters. And even when they manage to have this visit, the guards all the time keep making noises by knocking on the doors and on the glass where the prisoner and her family meet each other, to make it hard for them even to hear each other.

On their way to the prison, there are many checkpoints. At each checkpoint, the soldiers at the checkpoint search them and humiliate the visitors. 

In each house there is a story and there is bitterness in the heart of every mother. Rawan was given a sentence for four and a half years. She has finished three years now. And we hope that she and all her friends inside will be released and have a better life in a Palestinian state.
