Abu Dis woman in labour forced to go to hospital alone

On Sunday 29th April 07, early in the morning, Rasha Abu Rish was in labour. She went with her husband to al Bawabe checkpoint at 1 am to go to Jerusalem, trying to reach the hospital to have her baby. The soldiers refused to allow them to pass through the checkpoint. So they went to the big Al-Zeituneh terminal.  Her husband called his mother in law to come and help explain to the soldiers. After 45 minutes arguing with the soldiers, they still refused to let them through. Rasha was in pain, her husband was very very upset and angry, but the soldiers didn’t want to listen.
Then her husband had the idea of calling one of his friends from Jerusalem – he woke him at 2 in the morning and asked him to come to collect Rasha. The friend agreed – he had to drive east towards Maale Adumim settlement and come to Abu Dis, a long way round. Then he took Rasha and returned back the same way, driving east before he could turn west to Jerusalem. 
They had to leave her husband as there was no way they could take him in the car, but even taking Rasha, with her green pass was a risk for the driver, as Rasha wasn’t allowed to be in that car. 
They went back to Jerusalem through a third checkpoint, and this time Rasha (now really uncomfortable) was lucky – the soldiers did not ask for her ID – and she managed to reach the hospital alone, leaving her husband on the other side of the Wall.
Inside the hospital there is no service for mobile phones.– Rasha was lucky that she knew one of the doctors who was able to ring her husband when the baby was born. Three days later she travelled back to Abu Dis with the baby, along with some women with Jerusalem IDs.

