(This story was told to a CADFA volunteer with the help of the CADFA co-ordinator and written up by her in December 2007)

Prison stories  - A. From Abu Dis.

A. was in his final year in the local school in Abu Dis when one day in February, during the night, after a loud banging on the door, 12 soldiers entered the house, many others surrounding it, handcuffed and blindfolded him, forced him into a military jeep which drove directly to the police station. 
There he was beaten and with the words “tonight you will die” the intelligence officer took him into a dark room, continued the beatings, and questioning., first standing him up against a wall, then on a chair, kicking him all over his body.
Was he a member of a political party?   No 

Was he throwing molotovs?  No

Beatings continued at intervals between 1.30 am and 9 with no food or toilet, A. handcuffed and blindfolded. He said nothing although promised he could go home if he would sign a paper, written in Hebrew which he couldn’t understand.

He was then taken to prison in Bethlehem, without a charge.  After 3 days he was removed to another nearby jail where he spent 7 days, had one court appearance and received the usual “blank cheque” of 101 days. Then he was taken to Awfar jail where he found his friend L. (– see the other prison story) 
After 8 months he was sentenced to 18 months and 1000 shekels fine. He would not pay and so he had to remain in prison an extra month.
He also did his exams in prison but failed in 3 subjects. 
