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PRESS RELEASE 5th June 2011
Young Palestinians and Londoners work together 
on the environment and human rights



· Camden Abu Dis’ sixth visit of Palestinian children to London will take place between 16th to 27th June -  

· Nine Camden schools  now have links to schools in Abu Dis, Palestine  

· CADFA is helping groups in other boroughs to make similar links.



16th June 2011 sees the arrival of a group of 12 young people + 2 group leaders from an environment club in Palestine to join a group of young people in Camden for a project, ‘Kids 4 the Planet’, sponsored by European Union Youth in Action.  This is the sixth year running that Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, a local human rights charity, has run a visit for young people from Palestine to Camden, and this year the project is about the environment, owing to an interest created during the previous visits.

Children from several Camden schools will take part in the project – LSU, Haverstock, Acland Burghley, Maria Fidelis and SCCS – and the Palestinian children will between them visit twelve local schools and colleges to meet other children as well as joining the Camden kids in a series of exciting visits which range from tourist visits to the river and the London Eye to workshops at Camley Street Natural Park and the Science Museum. 

Their explorations visit will start with two days in a new environment with no mains water or electricity - a weekend’s camping in Wiltshire arranged by the local organisation Global Generation.    A week in London will culminate in an Environment and Human Rights Day at Acland Burghley School on Saturday 25th June.

‘This visit is about the environment that we all share and about our shared humanity ’ said Nandita Dowson, co-ordinator of CADFA –‘ We hope the kids will end up caring about looking after the world and caring about looking after each other.’

In Palestine it’s clear that environmental questions link to human rights. Eight of the Palestinian kids come from  Abu Dis, next to Jerusalem which  suffers water shortages all year round while the Israeli settlements built on its land are full of watered lawns and swimming pools.  Their town now has on the one side the Israeli Separation Wall that cuts farmers from their olive trees and on the other, severe pollution coming from Israeli settlements. This includes a massive rubbish dump filled with settlement waste on expropriated Abu Dis land - a cancer hotspot appears to link to it. On the south of the town,  what looks like a gleaming river is in fact sewage from the Israeli settlements of East Jerusalem. 

Camden Abu Dis has been working for the past seven years to make links between organisations and individuals in the London borough and the Palestinian town in order to promote human rights and respect for international humanitarian law. Nine Camden schools sent teachers to Abu Dis in April to develop  links with schools there each other and there will be a university student exchange in the autumn.  CADFA is also helping other groups to build similar links, and as part of this visit, BSix College in Hackney will be declaring its formal link with a boys’ school in Beit Sourik village in Palestine, while two of the children coming will be from Jenin and they will meet people of their age in Tower Hamlets schools.

For more information on public events during the children’s visit– concerts, a meeting and a barbecue – please see www.camdenabudis.net or write to contact@camdenabudis.net
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