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Take Israel to court for War Crimes in Gaza.

The Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is calling for Israel to be brought to court for war crimes in Gaza.

The past few weeks have seen ferocious Israeli attacks on Gaza. Over 1300 people have been killed by air strikes, attacks from the sea, attacks from the land. Over 5000 have been injured.

People have had nowhere to go to as the area is crowded and the borders are sealed. Israel has forced people from their home to “safe” areas and then bombed those areas. It has bombed United Nations stores and schools.  Small children have told how they were shot at in the streets.

Illegal weapons have been used, including white phosphorus which burns people in horrible ways – this is “clear and undeniable,” says Amnesty International. 

Medical supplies, food and other necessities have been denied to people by an Israeli siege. The agony and the trauma in the young population will last years.

Israel’s actions are illegal under international humanitarian law 

This is way beyond the bounds of acceptability as treatment of human beings anywhere. But Israel has extra responsibility for the people of Gaza as many of them were forced from their homes in what is now Israel, and (though it has refused) Israel has a duty under UN Resolution 194 to allow them back. 

And as an occupying power, controlling Gaza since 1967, Israel is also bound by the Fourth Geneva Convention: it has a special duty to protect the people there. 

Camden human rights charity Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association stands for human rights and the respect for international humanitarian law. “We believe that this treatment of human beings must not be accepted.” explains Nandita Dowson of CADFA: “This is important for all of us. Our friends in Abu Dis care strongly about it, and hundreds of Camden residents have been expressing their grief at the scenes we have seen on the television.

“We cannot accept this way of treating people whether in that area of the world or any other. It is important for future peace in the Middle East that we all stand up for the human rights of ALL people there. And as that region is the trigger of peace or upset in the rest of the world, this is a matter for all of us.”

Many international human rights agencies have expressed condemnation of Israel’s actions in Gaza.  

Amnesty International has spoken of a “humanitarian catastrophe,” while the Human Rights Council of the United Nations has condemned grave violations of human rights due to the recent Israeli military attacks against the occupied Gaza Strip. 
CADFA is calling on the UK government to bring about investigations and prosecutions in the International Criminal Court.
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For more information, contact CADFA  0845 458 1167

contact@camdenabudis.net
NOTES TO EDITORS

· Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association works to promote human rights and respect for international humanitarian law by helping make links between people and organisations in Camden and in the Palestinian town of Abu Dis. Abu Dis is in the Jerusalem suburb, but now cut off from Jerusalem by the Separation Wall.

· A concert  called “SONGS FOR GAZA” by Abu Dis musicians is at Rosslyn Hill Chapel on Tuesday 17th February at 7 for 7.30.  Tickets can be bought via the website or by cheque to CADFA, PO Box 34265, London NW5 2WD.
· More information on the work of CADFA can be found on www.camdenabudis.net
· And on war crimes  www.camdenabudis.net/Gazawarcrimes.html 
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