Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association

Visit to Abu Dis October 2006

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association are organising our fourth group visit to Abu Dis and Palestine in October 2006.   We welcome people of all backgrounds on these trips. You are welcome to come and see what life is like for people in Palestine and Abu Dis. 

So far, three organised groups have been from Camden to visit Abu Dis. We arrange the visits so that people visit a number of different places and organisations in the West Bank in order to understand the wider Palestinian context, before going to Abu Dis and staying there for a few days. We meet with people before they go and after they come back as there is always a lot to talk about. Feedback to date is that everyone going on one of these visits has found the visit moving and important.

Our October 2006 group visit will be linked to the national Twinning Network visit from Day 1 to Day 5, as this worked well in our April visit – and keeps our costs lower. The draft plan for the visit is:
Day 1 – flight/ journey to Bethlehem Day 1: Arrival: Meet in Jerusalem – go to Bethlehem

Day 2: Tour Bethlehem: Church of Nativity, Shepherds fields, Refugee Camps, Visit the Greek Orthodox Housing project to know more about their case. Lecture & slide show about the Wall and land confiscation.

Day 3: Visit Jerusalem: Visit the Wailing Wall, Al Aqsa mosque, Via Dolorosa and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  In the afternoon, meet with the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions ICAHD, visit west and east Jerusalem, observing demolished houses and the Israeli settlement expansion around Jerusalem. 

Day 4: Visit Hebron: We will tour the old city of Hebron, meet with members of the CPT (Christian Peace makers Team), visit the Ibrahimi Mosque.

Day 5: Visit Ramallah, including Palestinian NGOs that deal with human rights and prisoners, and Bir Zeit University. 

Days 6 - 8 Visit Abu Dis

Day 9 – return to London.

You will need to organise your own flight and pay for the costs of travel to join the party. The cost for travel, tours etc within Palestine will be approximately £390 for the nine days. A deposit of £100 is needed as soon as possible to secure a place, and the full amount to be paid by the end of September.

For more information, please apply to camdenabudis@btinternet.com
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, PO Box 34265, London NW5 2PD.

