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Israeli violations against the Palestinian people in
Abu Dis continued during this month. During this
month a young man was killed after being hit by a
settler’s car at the Al Zayem checkpoint, seven
people were imprisoned by the Israeli military
including three youths, and there were repeated
attempts by Israeli settlers to enter the Al Agsa
Mosque in Jerusalem.

The pressures on Palestinians in Jerusalem

are intensifying. During this month the Israeli
authorities demolished fourteen Palestinian
houses in Jerusalem and there were numerous
violent incidents

This report tells of the important violations in this
period.
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Confiscating land to build the Wall and
extend the Israeli settlements.
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Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and
East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in 1967, the
Israeli authorities have seized tens of thousands of
donums of Palestinian land on different excuses.
Directly after the war, Israel announced that it
would annexe East Jerusalem as if they were
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Right - A Palestinian house belonging to the
Al Ghawi family, now taken over by settlers

Below — one of many demolished houses in

making it part of Israel. Then they announced that
the east side of the West Bank —including the
Jordan Valley — was a series of closed military
areas because it was next to the border with
Jordan.

From the middle of the 1970s, Israel started take
huge tracts of land from the occupied territories,
against international humitarian law and all
international agreements, to build new
settlements, and also to prevent the possibility of
a future Palestinian state.

In 2002, the Israeli authorities began to build the
Separation Wall. This increased the process of
taking over the land in the West Bank. They
isolated and confiscated extra areas of land from
the occupied territories to Israel, and up to
present, Israel has taken about 52% of the land of
the West Bank.
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During last October, there were more Palestinian
houses in Jerusalem destroyed by Israel: 14 during
this month. Some of the houses had not yet been
completed but the others were fully occupied by
families with children.
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On 7™ October, the Israeli military authorities
issued land confiscation orders to Palestinian
landowners in Anata in relation to lands in the
area of Al Khan al-Ahmar. This land was given for
the use of the Israeli army. (Anata is a village
north-west of Abu Dis and its lands in Al Khan al-
Ahmar are right next to Abu Dis-owned lands
there)
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints around Abu
Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the Separation
Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal
off Jerusalem very thoroughly from its suburb, and
they have made special "terminals1" for people to
go through to get into the city. For the towns on
the east of Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities built a
terminal in a place between the Mount of Olives
and the town of Aizariyeh to allow people carrying
West Bank passes and

who have also got a permit, following very long
and complicated procedures, specially now they
use finger prints as well as permits. And at al-
Zayem on the Jerusalem road leading to the
settlement of Maale Adumim, they have put a
checkpoint that can only be used settlers and
people with Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe
the huge checkpoints, like international frontiers,
that are the ways through the Wall.




S Ul 30 el e iy bl L3 5 10-12
Alind) Gl we 3 G5 sike e Ll iyt aas Eala
e il e s il o ) Akl s sbeas <l
cozasd) Mo Gasill ool e AL ol Aide 5 e et
1 o agiin |81 | gaal 8 bl sall e el o S,
.Qﬁk;@g;ﬁ&w;ﬂ\pﬁg\m&)ﬁ\

On 12" October, a Palestinian man (thirty years
old) died as a result of a car accident at the Al
Zayam checkpoint on the way to Jerusalem. Israeli
sources said that that the young man died as a
result of an accident with an Israeli civilian car on
the road between Jerusalem and Maale Adumim,
but this is included in this report as Palestinians
note that this is another in a series of fatal
accidents caused by settlers’ cars and wonder if it
is just an accident.
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During October, the students at the Al Quds
University who carry blue IDs experienced
increasing problems with travelling to university at
the Al Zayem checkpoint in East Jerusalem. They
were stopped on the way in and given orders to
go to the Al Zaitouneh terminal to meet with the
intelligence officer. During this month there were
dozens of such cases, and students were
qguestioned about their education and about their
activities in the university.
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On Sunday 18" October, Israeli Border Police
invaded a cafe in the Al Quds University Street and
held all the customers in the café. They beat one
young man, Mohammed Abu Hilal, because he
had a blue ID and was found on the east of the
Wall. As a result, the soldiers provoked the people
in the café who began to fight back with their
hands, and more soldiers were brought. A local
doctor was with the people in the café who were
watching a football match, and managed to
negotiate with the army so that this time they
withdrew without arresting anyone.
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On the 6™ October, a young man Mohammed
Khalid Shadeheh, 19 years old was wounded by
rubber bullets in his left leg. Israel soldiers shot
him. Mustafa Emad Hajazeh, aged 20, was
wounded by rubber bullets in his left hand during
a peaceful demonstration in Abu Dis.
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The family of the young Palestinian Mohammed
Khanafseh (28 years) raised a case in the Israeli
central court in Tel Aviv accusing the army of
causing Mohammed’s death in 2006 as they
refused to let him get to the hospital. Because of
the critical nature of his case, the Palestinian
ambulance decided to go straight to the Hadassa
Hospital in Essawiya, East Jerusalem, and were
given permission to do so by the Israeli soldiers at
the checkpoint. But when they arrived at the
hospital, the ambulance was prevented from
entering the hospital and held up for a security
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check. After 20 minutes’ waiting, the ambulance
staff decided they must take him to the
Palestinian Mugassed Hospital, but he died on the
way there.
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of Jerusalem
citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973 by
the Israeli Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem
under the leadership of Golda Meir, to reduce the
percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to under
22%. This has led to many different policies that
have distorted the demography of Jerusalem. The
most recent of these policies has been to put
great pressure on Palestinians of Jerusalem, and
led to many thousands of people having their
Jerusalem IDs taken from them. Although five
thousand families in Jerusalem have lost their IDs
since 1973, the Palestinians still represent 35% of
the population of Jerusalem city itself, because
many Jerusalemites who had moved into the
suburbs have moved back to live inside the city
since the Wall was built. During just the year 2006,
1,363 Jerusalem residents lost their Jerusalem IDs
(figures - Israeli Interior Ministry) This came after
Israel had separated Jerusalem completely from
its suburbs. Many people who have Jerusalem IDs,
and many families who have mixed IDs live in
these suburbs. Note that most people in Abu Dis
have West Bank IDs but a minority have Jerusalem
IDs
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The month of October witnessed invasions of the
Al Agsa Mosque by the Israeli authorities. And on
Friday 25" October,there was the strongest
invasion. The police invaded the Al Agsa Mosque
twice and beat some of the people who were
praying. 30 people were wounded, and the Israelis
did not allow the call to prayer.
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During October there were many attacks by Israeli
settlers, affecting many civilians in Jerusalem.

On 20"October in Sheikh Jarrah, settlers attacked
the Al Ghawi family and injured seven members of
the family and the Israel security forces arrested
five members of the family. About fifty settlers
attacked the family. A thirteen-year-old girl with
special needs was injured, together with another
five children: Abdul Rahman, Sarah, Ayman Al
Ghawi and Noor Al Mughrabi.

(The Israeli police had questioned Nasser Al Ghawi
and his wife: they took them to the Al Muskobiya
police station on 11" October and accused them
of threatening to kill the chair of Nahlat Shamon, a
settlers’ organization. The couple were released
after they paid 5000 shekels.)

On 20" October, a boy of eight fainted after the
Israeli police threw tear gas at him in Al Agsa
Mosque. Also a medical team and ambulance
were not allowed to reach the Al Aqsa Mosque or
to give medical treatment for injured people, and
some of them were beaten by the police.

On 25" October, the Israeli police attacked a
nurse, Fatina Al Sgheyer, from the Paramedical
Organisation: she was injured trying to enter Al
Agsa Mosque to give medical treatment to people
in Bab al-Isbat.

Even media and TV teams could not stay away
from Israeli attacks: when they tried to cover what
was happening on 25" August, Atta Oweysat,
Mhfouth Abu Turk and Mahmoud Eleyan and
Maysa Abu Ghazala and Deala Jowehan.
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together with
the intelligence forces invaded houses during
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the night, searched and damaged things, and
made several arrests during the last month.
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On Thursday 15th a force of Israeli army invaded
Abu Dis at a late hour in the night, and arrested
the following boys: Mohammed Sabbah, Qadr
Hejazey, Odey Hishmeh and Abd al-Aziz Halabieh.
The army burst into their houses, searched them,
humiliated them and their families and arrested
the boys.
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On Saturday 17th October, an Israeli force and
intelligence officer invaded a house in Wadi al-
Jheer in Abu Dis, which was rented by women
students from the university. The army said that
there were wanted people The inside the house,
so the soldiers searched the house, which had two
stories. The owner of the house, Maher Rasmi
Baher, who lives in the same building, tried to stop
the soldiers from entering the house. The soldiers
beat him and arrested him.
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On Thursday 22nd October at a late hour of the
night, a force of Israeli army invaded the houses of
Bilal Rabeeah and Mohammed Abed Rabeeah
searched the houses and arrested them.
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Prisoners’ affairs

ol e clidl (m s Akl PlaY) @lie DA
cosandd ol Ly sl @l JEeY) clled o
e O (PR Ao bl agiaglial agliie) o5y cpd
cale 18 aa pee sty Al Gl JULY) e el agieca
O A ) Gl (A Jiiee 59 asdl Gudsd e s
00wl 70 e S N ALAYVG 1 (Jib 10 agies
owdsd b Gl daala Al

R A alalral () gaim oy 5 V) YV 38 (o 22l

st dsaall dal (e gl 5 i) Cudatll (e

AUl ey Y 5 cagil s il el 5 il slaa

cdalthae el ) Claslaall o 3 hal cagh b

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

During the long years of the Occupation, hundreds
of people from Abu Dis have been arrested,
usually for peaceful resistance against the
Occupation, such as demonstrations, just as in the
rest of Palestine. Among these there have been
many young people under the age of eighteen;
there is now 59 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli
jails. Among them there were 10 children. In
addition there are currently more than 70 student
prisoners from Al Quds University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits. There is
further information on Abu Dis prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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On Thursday 29" October, the military course at
Orfar delayed the hearing of the case of Bilal
Rabeeah and Mohammed Rabeeah from Abu Dis
until 17" November.
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Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www?2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/Pag
es/InternationalLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions which
the Israeli occupying power are violating in their
treatment of the Palestinian people are:

The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel to
stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all the
laws and decisions which the Israeli government
had made in creating it (Hague decisions
paragraph 133, 152 and 153 — Advisory Opinion of
the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements against
torture and mistreatment of prisoners. Article 7
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (1976) reads: No one shall be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.” The UN Convention
against Torture was signed in 1984.
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Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907
paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through
the permit system and pressure on people around
Jerusalem)

Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights
recognized in the present Covenant, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other
status.” (International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, article 2, paragraph 1, signed
1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that

“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful
interference with his privacy, family, home or
correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his
honour and reputation... Everyone has the right to
the protection of the law against such interference
or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of Abu
Dis are suffering regular violations of all of these
agreements and decisions. We call on the
international community and all the supporters of
the rights of the Palestinians to make some
pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop
the violations and to guarantee their human rights
and their rights under international humanitarian
law.




