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linal) ol JY) Bhlia (s pudsd 33k (3 bl sall | s and the other places in the occupied lands,
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month. Four were arrested and there were
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Children now in prison — Yazan Dandan, Eissa

Jaffal

s Jsa salsall o A ) sl s o Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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X L o ) people to go through to get into the city.
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) ) ) between the Mount of Olives and the town

s las e (bl gall s &) Sl Bl 5 50 of Aizariyeh to allow people carrying West Bank
O Aaladiily )5 e el agadl i sH (ae A jall Al | passes and who have also got a permit,
following very long and complicated procedures,
specially now they use finger prints as well
Aall Salall o cla¥) &5 88y ¢y il M ALY Al | as permits. And at al-Zayem on the Jerusalem
T . . road leading to the settlement of Maale
s o e (i e FE s Gt Adumim, they have put a checkpoint that can
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) L Jerusalem passes.
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1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to
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describe
the huge checkpoints, like international

frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall.
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The Israeli authorities gave Hebrew names to the
military checkpoints inside the West Bank. A
military spokesman said this was to send a
message to the Palestinians that these areas are
still under the Israeli authority and to support
the soldiers manning the checkpoints, to tell
them that they are not working in Palestinian
areas but working inside Israeli areas. According
to Ma’ariv, all the checkpoints in the West Bank
will fromnow on be Hebrew, so from now on
Hizma checkpoint (near Hizma village, between
Abu Dis and Ramallah) will be known as ‘Bikorim’
and Jabaa checkpoint (called after its local
Palestinian village) starts to be called ‘Lameed
H.
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On Saturday 13" November, four people were
wounded when Israeli soldiers beat them at
Container Checkpoint. Abdul Halim Jaafe who is
an ambulance worker who works for the Red
Crescent, reported taking them all to Beit Jala
Hospital for treatment.
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On Monday 14" November, the Israeli
authorities refused permission to go to Jerusalem
to Khalid Abu Hilal aged 60 who needed eye
surgery. He said that the Israeli co-ordination
officer at the Civil Department told him that he
should go to an Israeli private security company
to hire two security guards to go with him and to
pay for them in order to get this permission. This
is the first time that the Israeli authorities have
asked a patient to pay for security to go with
them to the hospital.
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On Tuesday 16th November, the Israeli
authorities decided to close all the checkpoints
around the occupied city of Jerusalem. The Civil
Department refused permission for people who
wanted to go and visit relatives in the city. Even
patients and ambulances were not given
permission to go. Al Magassed Health Centre in
Abu Dis reported that they received two urgent
cases, one a woman in labour and an old woman
who fell down and broke her pelvis. The two of
them had to wait more than three hours while
the Palestinian side of the co-ordination tried to
communicate with the Israelis to get permission
for the ambulance to cross the checkpoint. They
managed after three hours.
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On Friday 19th November, Israeli soldiers
refused to allow thousands of people going to
pray in the city of Jerusalem to go and pray in
the Al Agsa Mosque. This refusal came from
although there had been an announcement on
the radio that people could use their permissions
from the previous week, which hd been the
Muslim Eid. The soldiers at the checkpoint
denied this and refused to allow anyone with
permission for the previous week.
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973 by
the Israeli Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem
under the leadership of Golda Meir, to reduce
the percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to
under 22%. This has led to many different
policies that have distorted the demography of
Jerusalem. The most recent of these policies has
been to put great pressure on Palestinians of
Jerusalem, and led to many thousands of people
having their Jerusalem IDs taken from them.
Although five thousand families in Jerusalem
have lost their IDs since 1973, the Palestinians
still represent 35% of the population of
Jerusalem city itself, because many
Jerusalemites who had moved into the suburbs
have moved back to live inside the city since the
Wall was built. During just the year 2006, 1,363
Jerusalem residents lost their Jerusalem IDs
(figures - Israeli Interior Ministry) This came after
Israel had separated Jerusalem completely from
its suburbs. Many people who have Jerusalem
IDs, and many families who have mixed IDs live
in these suburbs. Note that most people in Abu
Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have
Jerusalem IDs.
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On Wednesday 10" November, Israeli police in
Silwan (Jerusalem) arrested three thirteen year
old children. The father of one of the children,
Ahmed Abd al-Haq, said that the Israeli police
had invaded his house, arrested his son, and that
he and the father of Ehsan Abu Saoud went along
with their sons in the police car to the police
station with their sons. When they arrived there,
a police officer said that their sons were accused
of throwing stones at the settlement of Ras al-
Amoud and that the police had a video throwing
the two children throwing stones. The officer
advised the two parents to try and find social
workers or an organisation to take care of their
children and not allow them on the streets.

When the parents asked about the video, they
were told that the officer didn’t want to open a
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file, but he asked the fathers to sign a document
saying that they admitted that their sons threw
stones and they would not repeat it. They said
that if so, they should bring their sons the next
day and they would show them the film.

They did sign. Next morning they did as they had
been told, came back with their sons to see the
film, and were told that they would not be
shown it unless in court. The two boys were
arrested and are waiting for the court.
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together with
the intelligence forces invaded houses during
the night, searched and damaged things, and
made several arrests during the last month.
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Late in the night on Monday 1* November, a
force of Israeli soldiers invaded the hours eof
Yousef Ahmed Halbiye and arrested his son
Wahbeh aged 19 years old after searching the
house.
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At dawn on Wednesday 3™ November, a big
force of Israeli soldiers invaded the houses of
Jamal Dandan and Ghalib Ayyad and Raghib al-
Basheti . The soldiers searched the houses and
arrested their sons Yazan Dandan (14),
Mohammad Ayyad (14), Mohammad Basheti
(15). Jamal Dandan, a father, said that the Israeli
intelligence officer told him that he could come
to Maale Adumim police station after one hour.
When he went there, he saw a group of Israeli
soldiers beating a prisoner whom he did not
recognise. When he went to the 3™ floor where
the Intelligence are, he saw his son sitting on a
chair with his hands and legs tied with steel
cuffs. The Intelligence officer told him directly
that his son had admitted to throwing a
Molotov. Yazan denied this in the presence of
his father. Jamal said he was not able to sit alone
with his father s there was an intelligence officer
with him all the time.
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Early in the morning on Wednedsay 10"
November, a big force of Israeli soldiers
together with Intelligence invaded the house of
Samir Bustami in Abu Dis and arrested his son
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Mehdi (18) after the soldiers had searched the
house and made a mess there. Note that his
brother Ameer was arrested the previous month
and is still in prison.
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On Wednesday 24™ November, the house of
Ahmed Husni in Wad al-Jeer, Abu Dis was
invaded late in the night. Soldiers searched the
house in a savage way but did not give any
reason.
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Prisoners’ affairs
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.ht
ml

During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just as
in the rest of Palestine. Among these there have
been many young people under the age of
eighteen; there is now 52 prisoners from Abu Dis
in Israeli jails. Among them there were 7
children. In addition there are currently more
than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits. There
is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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On Sunday 6™ November, the father of the
prisoner Ameer Bustami had a heart attack
inside the military court in Ofar Prison during his
son’s hearing. He was taken to al-Mugassed
Hospital by ambulance. People who were in the
same court said that Sameer Bustami (the
father) was under huge pressure when the
charges against his son were read, and specially
when the judge said that Ameer had given
information about the involvement of other
children in throwing Molotovs, which is why they
were all arrested. This assertion created a bad
atmosphere between the different families there
in the court — people started to blame him and
his son.
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On Monday 22" November, the Israeli military
court postponed the hearings of the group of
children whom they had arrested in Abu Dis in
the middle of September. They postponed the
hearing until the middle of December. The
prisoners: Mahmoud Jaffal (14), Mohammad
Ghalib Ayyad (14), Eissa Jaffal (15), Sufian
Radwaan Afana ,Jihad Saleh Afana, Fadi Radi
Afana. All of them were charged with throwing
Molotovs and joining demonstrations.
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On Monday 29" November, the Israeli military
court ordered the family of Mahmoud Radi
Erigat to pay 8000 shekels fine for his relese. He
had been arrested twenty days previously and
had been accused of joining demonstrations in
Abu Dis. This is not the first time that Mahmoud
had been arrested.
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Conclusions and recommendations
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There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
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Some important agreements and decisions which
the Israeli occupying power are violating in their
treatment of the Palestinian people are:

1-The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel
to stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 —
Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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2 - Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall
be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.” The UN
Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.
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3 - Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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4 - Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through
the permit system and pressure on people
around Jerusalem)

Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the
rights recognized in the present Covenant,
without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status.” (International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, article 2, paragraph
1, signed 1966, in effect from 1976)
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5 - Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation...
Everyone has the right to the protection of the
law against such interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on
the international community and all the
supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to
make some pressure on Israel as an occupying
force to stop the violations and to guarantee
their human rights and their rights under
international humanitarian law.




