Life in  Abu Dis

In the past without checkpoints life was easier. Anybody who wanted to work and anybody who wanted to go to hospital or to school or to a party in a hotel or on a journey or shopping could go to markets and pray in Al Aqsa Mosque and we could get to Bethlehem or to Haifa or Jaffa or Hebron – any place in Palestine. We felt free.

But now we are feeling miserable because everything is closed to us, and every city or village is like a prison. We can’t go to any place or any city or village in the West Bank. We are feeling sad, very sad, from this cause. We are feeling like dead without Jerusalem. 

The soldiers do not give permits to anybody who wants to go to any place. They tell us “Go to your home; if you don’t go I will kill you” The men soldiers are very disrespectful to women and girls.

The Occupation soldiers are kind of terrorists.

In the end we have this Wall, separating families. For example, I have three sisters in the other part behind the Wall. This means I did not see them for more than two years. This condition seems like South Africa, but it is worse, because all our life is imprisoned by this Wall – our school, our hospitals, our university, and Al-Aqsa Mosque. For example if a pregnant woman wants to go to hospital, the soldier may not let her to, so one woman had her  baby born at the checkpoint. Another case of this is any student has exam, he could not go because the soldiers stopped and sometimes arrest him, so the exam was stopped.

Also we don’t have any garden or places to go for fun, so as a result our life is unhappy for ourselves and our children and all Palestinian people. So we need this Occupation to end.;

Mother of seven, Abu Dis, April 2006
