Mohammed Saleh Mohsen  - Prisoner from Abu Dis  - 13th June 2007
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This picture is very special as his parents had to persuade the management of the jail to let them all be together – parents and imprisoned son – It was taken in Nafha Jail in January 2007

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mohammed was arrested and has been in prison since 1999.  Yesterday was his 28th birthday.  Before this spell in prison he had also been in jail between the years 1994 to 96.  
 
Mohammed spent three years in prison before his case reached a court.   In court he received a 13 years sentence, charged with 'planning to join a military group and buying weapons'.
 
He first spent 110 days under investigation.  He was tortured at the hands of the soldiers in their attempt to extract a statement of confession from him.  He was then taken to Muskobiyeh prison, which is known among prisoners as the toughest of prisons.  A woman from the Mount of Olives had informed the Israelis that Mohammed had been planning a suicide attack.  Two people from Abu Dis had also provided statements saying that Mohammed had asked them to join a military group with him.  
 
Mohammed denied these charges both to his family and to the courts- so he was returned to be investigated and tortured again.
 
Israel has a special law called Tameer Law.  If it is found out that two statements are given by Palestinians about another Palestinian this is deemed enough to merit a guilty charge.  When Mohammed's sentence was given, four and a half years were added on to the nine years of his sentence.  In 2002 they also added another two years.
 
In 2004 Mohammed's mother spent two years without permission to visit her son.  She did not see him at all during this time.  When she went to visit him in 2005 she noticed changes in his appearance, character and health.  He seemed very weak and was shaking.
 
Since he did not have access to proper healthcare inside the prison, he told his mother that it was nothing serious and that he was feeling ok.  However, when she hugged him she noticed that he was very weak, and when she kissed his hand it was shaking.  Mohammed had asked his mother to bring him a photo of her- when she gave it to him she saw that he was unable to focus enough to hold the photo in his hand.  When the photo fell from his hand she knew that something was very wrong.  After that moment Mohammed confessed that for one year he couldn't hold anything in his hands because of the shaking.
 
He said that he had been to the medical clinic in the hospital, and that they had given him an injection of an unidentified chemical, which had not helped.  Mohammed said "if you come to visit me next time and I am not here, please don't worry"- by this he meant that it was possible he would be in hospital next time his mother came.  Mohammed's mother was given four monthly permits to visit him.  
 
In February 2007 his mother and sister went to the prison to visit him.  They were made to wait for hours - all the other visitors were called except them.  At the end of the day a police officer approached them and told them to go home, they were not able to see Mohammed.  She sensed that something was wrong.  She asked the police officer to tell her what was happening to Mohammed.  He said that Mohammed was in surgery.  His mother insisted on waiting for Mohammed - at 5pm she was told that he might be returning that night.  She spoke to some of the other prisoners who told her not to worry and that Mohammed was okay, and was expected back.  The soldiers removed all of the visitors from the prison except Mohammed's mother and sister who were made to wait again.  Finally they were told that Mohammed had returned and that they could see him for 15 minutes.  When she saw Mohammed his mother saw that he had not had surgery - he told her that he been given an injection and that they wanted to isolate him for four days.  She felt that he was very weak and he was made to stand up which was very difficult for him.  For this reason she asked the officers to take him back to his room to rest.
 
After this visited Mohammed's mother has been able to visit him twice - the first time he seemed a little better than before - but the second time, one month ago, he looked a lot worse.  He had been told that his treatment would be completed by more chemical injections, not surgery.
 
Mohammed's family still do not know what disease their son is suffering from; although they have been to ask doctors locally it is impossible for them to give a diagnosis.  Mohammed also had to tell his family that the Israelis had told him that his family could expect a bill for his treatment in the next two months of between 60-70,000 shekels.  
 
