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Israeli violations against people in Abu Dis
continued this month. This month the soldiers
beat young men on the streets of Abu Dis, and
a group of young people were held at a
checkpoint by the Dead Sea where they were
beaten badly.

B’tselem has reported a big increase across
Palestine in violent beatings by the Israeli
army, since the beginning of the war on Gaza
in December 2008
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No freedom of movement for
Palestinians...

The maps show the way the West Bank
has been divided into enclaves

[with some Palestinian policing or none or
full Israeli control];

divided by the Wall,

divided by checkpoints
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Confiscating Land for Settlements
and the Separation Wall
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On Friday 22" May, the Palestinian Centre for
Human Rights issued a report about human
rights under the Israeli occupation. They said
that that a third of the West Bank - including
East Jerusalem and 500 km square of roads - is
now impossible for Palestinians to enter without
a permit issued by the Israeli occupation
authorities.
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On the effort to Judaise the city of Jerusalem,
the same report said that a citizen of West
Sawahreh had been forced to destroy his own
house and there was an order from the court
that two Jerusalem families had been given an
order to leave their houses in the neighbour-
hood of Sheikh Jarrah — their houses contained
70 people. The Israeli bulldozers started work
digging on the land of the villages of Abu Dis,
Sawahreh, Aizariyeh, east of Jerusalem. And the
report talked about the expansion of
settlements in the West Bank, and the Israeli
government decision to extend the settlements
around Jerusalem.
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the
Separation Wall around Jerusalem they
have worked to seal off Jerusalem very
thoroughly from its suburb, and they
have made special "terminals1" for people to
go through to get into the city.

For the towns on the east of
Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities

built a terminal in a place between

the Mount of Olives and the town

of Aizariyeh to allow people

carrying West Bank passes and

who have also got a permit,

following very long and

complicated procedures, specially

now they use finger prints as well

as permits. And at al-Zayem on

the Jerusalem road leading to the
settlement of Maale Adumim, they
have put a checkpoint that can

only be used settlers and people with
Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to
describe

the huge checkpoints, like international

frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall.
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On Saturday R May, occupation soldiers
centred on Jubaa military checkpoint shot at
Naseef Mohammad Abd al-Lateef Khanaan,
aged 20, from the village of Jubaa, and the
soldiers increased their procedures at the
Jabaa checkpoint, and searched taxis and
demanded the passes of the passengers.
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On Tuesday 18" May, the Israeli occupation
soldiers at the Al Zayam checkpoint, east of
Jerusalem, attacked and beat members of an
ambulance team belonging to the Palestinian
Red Crescent Society, while they were taking a
sick person who was suffering from kidney
failure from Jericho to Augusta Victoria Hospital
in Jerusalem. The Society issued an
announcement saying that when they got their
ambulance to the checkpoint at 9.45 in the
morning, the soldiers stopped it, asked for the
ill person’s identity card and permit, and when
they were looking at these papers, one of the
soldiers approached the car and asked for the
driver’s ID in a provocative way, and started
kicking him without any reason that they
understood.

The driver of the ambulance said that they took
his ID and they took the ID of the nurse too,
and they took the ill person out of the
ambulance to swap him to an ambulance with a
Jerusalem number plate that was waiting on
the other side of the checkpoint [ which is what
now has to be done if a Palestinian patient is
allowed to enter Jerusalem]. The driver and
nurse returned to the ambulance, when the
soldier at the checkpoint not only refused to
give them their IDs, but he tore them up. They
were allowed to leave, but the ambulance was
stopped a few metres from the checkpoint, and
the soldiers asked them to take all the medical
equipment from the ambulance and they
made them throw it on the ground in a way
that destroyed some of the medicine that they
were carrying.
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On Monday 18" May, bulldozers belonging to the
Israeli authority began to clear and dig in land
belonging to people in Sawahreh, Abu Dis and
Aizariyeh, near the Container checkpoint.
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On Thursday 28" May, soldiers from the Israeli
Border Police made a military checkpoint near Ab
Dis Boys’s school as students were leaving on the
last day of the school year. They stopped and
beat one of the students. One of them was
Husam Abu Hilal, who said:

“l am a student at Abu Dis Boys’ School. When |
was going back from school on Thursday 28th
May 2009, Israeli soldiers stopped me in the road
that the school is in. They were beating one of
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the students from my school. They said to me
and my friends that we had been throwing
stones, but we didn’t know anything about this.
When we said that we didn’t have any idea about
stones being thrown, they wanted us to tell them
the names of the students who had thrown
stones. We told them that we didn’t know
anything about this. The soldiers did not believe
us, and
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On Sunday 31* May, Al Mugassed Health Centre
in Abu Dis reported that two young men from
Abu Dis came to the Health Centre after they
were beaten by Israeli soldiers near the
University crossroads in Abu Dis on Sunday
night. The doctor reported that Saed Khalid Jaffal
and Ra’ed Radhi Erigat had been badly beaten all
over their bodies after the soldiers stopped
them, and without giving any reason.
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Ten young men from Abu Dis went in a Ford
Transit to the Dead Sea on Thursday 28th May.
They went to swim in the evening and travelled a
long way from Abu Dis to an open beach, near
the checkpoint to Israel. (Nearer to Abu Dis the
beach is taken over by a number of Israeli
swimming resorts.

They got there at about 11 at night — that is an
open beach were hundreds of cars, Palestinian
West Bank cars and Israeli ones. Near Ein Geddi
checkpoint. They parked their car 100 m from
the checkpoint in a place where people often
park their cars and all of them went down to the
beach

When they left their car, a soldier shouted at
Ramzi and asked him to come to the checkpoint,
and when he reached him, there were two
soldiers. One of them asked Ramzi if they had
any drugs, and asked him for marijuana, asked
him to get a joint, asked him to leave iton a
chair near him and it would be safe for him.
Ramzi told him that he didn’t have any drugs.
The soldier said he was giving him ten minutes to
go to the beach and find some drugs for him.
Ramzi and his friends didn’t take this seriously,
they went down to the beach to enjoy
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themselves.

After half an hour, they noticed a light by their
car and they thought someone might be trying
to steal the car, so three of them — Ramzi, Atta
and Hamzeh returned running to the car to see
what was going on. When they got there, Ramzi
suggested they could bring the car nearer to
them, close to a shop that is 50 metres from the
checkpoint. Atta and Ramzi and Hamzeh just
walked behind the car.

The same two soldiers came to them, and they
ordered them to bring the car to the checkpoint.

Ramzi asked the soldiers what their problem was
with them. A soldier took him and tied him to a
steel post of a road sign. He didn’t even ask for
Ramzi’s ID. Atta saw what was happening and
started to complain. One of the soldiers hit him
with the back of his gun and hurt his head badly
— see the picture. Another two soldiers took him
and tied him to a lamppost. So two of them were
now tied up. The other Palestinian friends were
being kept away by the soldiers.

A jeep with six soldiers arrived, one of them with
a big stone in his hand. But the man threw the
stone, which hit his shoulder. Then all six of
them attacked Atta with their guns and kicking
with their boots.

The young men were held for six hours, from
twelve in the night till six in the morning: Ramzi
and Atta inside the checkpoint and the other
eight outside. Soldiers returned the eight young
men their IDs at six o’clock and told them to
leave, and Ramzi and Atta half an hour later.
They went to the health centre in Abu Dis.

Atta went to the Police Station to make a
complaint against the soldiers. They held him
there until he paid them 1000 shekels and then
he was released.
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There is further information on this incident on the website of B’tselem

http://www.btselem.org/English/Testimonies/20090528_Soldiers_abuse_palestinians_near

_the_Dead_Sea_witness_Hamzah_Salah.asp

http://www.btselem.org/english/testimonies/20090528 Soldiers_abuse_palestinians_near_th

e_Dead_Sea_witness_Arigat.asp

http://www.btselem.org/english/testimonies/20090402_Soldiers_abuse_Palestinians_near_th

e_Dead_Sea_witness_Tagatgah.asp

http://www.btselem.org/english/testimonies/20090402_soldiers_abuse_palestinians_near_the_dead_s

ea_witness_al_odeh.asp
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973
by the Israeli Ministerial Committee for
Jerusalem under the leadership of Golda Meir,
to reduce the percentage of Palestinians in
Jerusalem to under 22%. This has led to many
different policies that have distorted the
demography of Jerusalem. The most recent of
these policies has been to put great pressure
on Palestinians of Jerusalem, and led to many
thousands of people having their Jerusalem IDs
taken from them. Although five thousand
families in Jerusalem have lost their IDs since
1973, the Palestinians still represent 35% of the
population of Jerusalem city itself, because
many Jerusalemites who had moved into the
suburbs have moved back to live inside the city
since the Wall was built. During just the year
2006, 1,363 Jerusalem residents lost their
Jerusalem IDs (figures - Israeli Interior Ministry)
This came after Israel had separated Jerusalem
completely from its suburbs. Many people who
have Jerusalem IDs, and many families who
have mixed IDs live in these suburbs. Note that
most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but
a minority have Jerusalem IDs
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together with
the intelligence forces invaded houses during
the night, searched and damaged things, and
made several arrests during the last month.
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On Saturday 16" May, Israeli forces invaded the
town of Abu Dis and the house of Saleem Eid
Atta. They broke the doors and searched the
house and took out his computer and took away
his son Khalid. They took him to Maale Adumim
police station and released him in a few hours.
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On Wednesday 20" May, Israeli forces invaded
the town of Abu Dis and they invaded the house
of Majd Badr and Doctor Huda Hassan and
searched them, then arrested Khalid Majd Badr
and Ahmed Nimr Ismail and took them both to
the Maale Adumim Police Station for
investigation. Both of them are students in the
11% grade in Abu Dis Boys’ School.
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Prisoners’ affair s
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just as
in the rest of Palestine. Among these there have
been many young people under the age of
eighteen; there is now 52 prisoners from Abu Dis
in Israeli jails. Among them there were 7
children. In addition there are currently more
than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits. There
is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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On Thursday 28" May, the Israeli authorities
released Khalid Majd Badr and Ahmed Nimr
Isramil after they had been imprisoned for 8
days in Kfar Atzion interrogation centre.
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Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/
Pages/InternationallLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions
which the Israeli occupying power are violating
in their treatment of the Palestinian people
are:

The Wall
The International Court of Justice asked Israel
to stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 —
Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall
be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.” The UN
Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.

== ¥ 5 y0las 13

46 5ol Adllae J<ay o) Y clSiad) e SauN! ¢
1907 Al gla¥ &3 o

Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people

under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through
the permit system and pressure on people
around Jerusalem)

Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the
rights recognized in the present Covenant,
without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status.” (International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, article 2, paragraph
1, signed 1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation...
Everyone has the right to the protection of the
law against such interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on
the international community and all the
supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to
make some pressure on Israel as an occupying
force to stop the violations and to guarantee
their human rights and their rights under
international humanitarian law.
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