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Israeli violations continued against the people .
of Jerusalem and Abu Dis. The Israelis gave
confiscation orders and house demolition orders
that affected many people mainly in the area of
Wadi Abu Hindi. There were also house invasions
and arrests. The military court sentenced some
Abu Dis youth and children and the case of 13-
year old Ra’fat was notable — the judge said
there was nothing against the child and
unusually criticised the way in which he had
been arrested. But he was not released.

Israeli violations during this month are listed
below.

Pictures of the road to the Bedouin village in
Wadi Abu Hindi — through a tunnel under the
modern highway built to connect two Israeli
settlements.
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Building the Wall and Confiscating
Land
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Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank
and East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in 1967,
the Israeli authorities have seized tens of
thousands of donums of Palestinian land on
different excuses. Directly after the war, Israel
announced that it would annexe East Jerusalem
as if they were making it part of Israel. Then they
announced that the east side of the West Bank —
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including the Jordan Valley — was a series of
closed military areas because it was next to the
border with Jordan. From the middle of the
1970s, Israel started take huge tracts of land
from the occupied territories, against
international humitarian law and all
international agreements, to build new
settlements, and also to prevent the possibility
of a future Palestinian state.

In 2002, the Israeli authorities began to build the
Separation Wall. This increased the process of
taking over the land in the West Bank. They
isolated and confiscated extra areas of land from
the occupied territories to Israel, and up to
present, Israel has taken about 52% of the land
of the West Bank.
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On Tuesday 1st March, the Bedouin of Arab
alSaraya who live in Wadi Abu Hindi on the east
of Abu Dis reported that they found land
confiscation orders from the Israeli military for
476 donums of Abu Dis land. They said that
found it left on the land. The Mukhtar said that
they had found this by chance on the land, and
took it and gave it to Abu Dis local council [as the
land owners are from Abu Dis]. None of the
owners of these lands had been told officially
about this land confiscation, and according to
the dates on these orders, the chance of appeal
had run out by the end of February, but the
letters had been found on the land on the 1st
March. This means that there was no chance of
any appeal. With these orders, the Israelis were
taking the last remaining parts of the land on the
east side of Abu Dis. Since 1967, the Israelis had
taken about 60 square km of Abu Dis land to be
used for cities like Maale Adumim and for
agricultural and industrial settlements. A huge
part of this land is also used for the Israeli
military.

These new orders included the area of the
Bedouin village itself and affect sixty families.
They are now threatened with being pushed out
of their village.

Note that in 2007, the Israeli authorities built a
road to connect Maale Adumim settlement with
Kidar settlement, which cuts across the road that
people use to reach Wadi Abu Hindi, leaving
them with a tiny tunnel under the settlement
road.
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On Saturday 5th March, the Israeli authority
gave demolition orders for six houses belonging
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to families from Arab al Sarayaa in Wadi Abu
Hindi area. These orders say that the houses
were built illegally because in that area, the
Israelis don’t allow Palestinians to build in
concrete or steel (permanent structures).
Bedouin have been allowed to live in that area
only in tents but these are not what they need —
they are hot in summer, cold in winter and they
have no electricity or other services.

Israel has declared that land a military area.
The people there live within sight of the
luxurious buildings of the Israeli settlements
with their swimming pools and playgrounds,
built on the hills around the Bedouin.

Note that Israeli authority invaded the Bedouin
village last year and they destroyed some of the
homes. They had given them the house
demolition orders during the last months.
CADFA has a short film about the Bedouin village
in Wadi Abu Hindi with interviews with children
there about their lives
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the Separation
Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal
off Jerusalem very thoroughly from its suburb,
and they have made special "terminals1" for
people to go through to get into the city. For the
towns on the east of Jerusalem, the Israeli
authorities built a terminal in a place between
the Mount of Olives and the town of Aizariyeh to
allow people carrying West Bank passes and who
have also got a permit, following very long and
complicated procedures, specially now they use
finger prints as well as permits. And at Al Zayem
on the Jerusalem road leading to the settlement
of Maale Adumim, they have put a checkpoint
that can only be used by settlers and people with
Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to
describe the huge checkpoints, like international
frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall.
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On Tuesday 1st March in the evening, a force of
Israeli border police put up a military checkpoint
on the main street of Abu Dis. The soldiers
stopped dozens of young men and checked their
ID cards. An eye witness said that the soldiers
arrested a young man called Nidal Mohammad
Hazeel and took him to the Israeli military camp.
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On Wednesday 9th March, the Israelis
strengthened their procedures at the Container
checkpoint. From early in the morning there was
very heavy traffic around Sawahreh as the
soldiers stopped dozens of cars, checked the IDs
of the passengers. Eye witnesses said that the
soldiers arrested three young people, putin a
military jeep and took them to the military
camp. No one could identify these three people.
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On Wednesday 30th March, the Israeli
authorities increased their procedures at the
checkpoints around East Jerusalem. They
stopped people, even those with valid
permission, from going into Jerusalem. This was
on Land Day which is marked each day by
Palestinians. People working in Jerusalem with
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valid passes were not allowed to go through the
Al Zeituneh checkpoint to work.
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together with
the intelligence forces invaded houses during the
night, searched and damaged things, and made
several arrests during the last month.
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On Tuesday 1st March, Ahmed Mohammad
Dawadeh, a young man, was arrested from his
house in Abu Dis after it had been invaded in the
night.
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On Sunday 5th March, a big force of Israeli
Border Police invaded the house of Talal Erigat
and arrested his son Mousa after searching the
house in the middle of the night.
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On Thursday 24th March, the house of Radhi
Khalil Afana was invaded in the middle of the
night by a force of Israeli soldiers. They arrested
his son Ra’fat aged 13. Ra’fat’s brother had been
arrested three months before. The father says
that the soldiers treated them in very
provocative way during the arrest and that
though he had been told to come after the
arrest and see his son, he was not allowed to. He
went to the police station in Maale Adumim and
he waited outside for a long time; then the
policemen told him to leave the settlement,
without giving him any information about his
son.
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On Tuesday 29" March, Saad al-Din Mahmoud
Erigat was arrested from his house in the night.
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Prisoners’ affairs
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just as
in the rest of Palestine. Among these there have
been many young people under the age of
eighteen; there is now 52 prisoners from Abu Dis
in Israeli jails. Among them there were 7
children. In addition there are currently more
than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits. There
is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

3al Jlatial aa 550 dess deal uall ge 7zl ) HF 6 2l
Are sl g anasd) e Al yh s 8 U

On Sunday 6™ March, Ahmed Mohammad
Dawadah was released after six days in the
police station in Maale Adumim settlement
under interrogation.
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On Wednesday 23" March, Nidal Hazeel was
released after twenty days in Kfar Atzion military
camp.
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On Wednesday 9" March, the military court in
Ofar jail sentenced some of the Abu Dis boys.
Mahmoud Khalid Jaffal (13 years old) was given a
sentence of seven months and a fine of 4000
shekels and Sufian Radwan Afana (16 years old)
was sentenced for 8 months with a fine of 8000
shekels. Amir Boustami (also 16) was given 13
months and 6000 shekels. These three were
arrested between September and November last
year and all of them still in Ofer jail.

*The story of Mahmoud’s arrest and also of his
bravery during his court appearance are
described in last September’s human rights
report.*
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On Sunday 27th March, the family of the young
prisoner Waleed Sharaf reported that he had
been taken to hospital from prison. He was
returned to prison the same day.

The mother said that her son was suffering from
a medical condition: he had difficulties
swallowing food, and that she had informed the
court about this before.
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On Sunday 27th March Ra’fat Afana (aged 13)
had his first court hearing. The judge said that
there was no reason to keep this boy inside jail
and criticised the way in which he had been
arrested — it was very hard and inexcusable. The
judge told the military police that they should
immediately release the boy as there was no
charge against him. The intelligence service were
not happy with this decision and asked for extra
time to complete their interrogation and find
more evidence.

Ra’fat’s father said that the intelligence wanted
to use the delay to build a case.He said that the
management of Ofar jail sent two of the boys
from the jail to the interrogation centre at Kfar
Atzion for two days. After the two days, they
were sent back. There was another court
hearing of Ra’fat’s case and the intelligence had
a list of charges against Ra’fat saying that he had
thrown stones at Israeli soldiers in Abu Dis.
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Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/Pa
ges/InternationalLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions
which the Israeli occupying power are violating
in their treatment of the Palestinian people are:

The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel to
stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 — Advisory
Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall
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Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through
the permit system and pressure on people
around Jerusalem)

Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights
recognized in the present Covenant, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other
status.” (International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, article 2, paragraph 1, signed
1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation... Everyone
has the right to the protection of the law against
such interference or attacks”

o) (& Onihagal) ) iy el 136D Uy 8 P (e
cilanbeall JSI AL ) SN e o siba 15l Y
el Gl Lild agle 5 SAI &) A pal) clalay)
Ol e Taaially ilaulill Ball oy pealiall IS5 3l
eyl sl 5l LSy o qn sl (Alinall 5 53l)
IS G 5 s et Bsiad Al de il ocsalual g
A ) L)y aaleall Siee ppridandil) (bl sall

This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on the
international community and all the supporters
of the rights of the Palestinians to make some
pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop
the violations and to guarantee their human
rights and their rights under international
humanitarian law.




