Letter from a volunteer – 18.7.06
We are having a wonderful time in Abu Dis. The people are amazingly

hospitable, you are offered tea every minute and lunch and dinner about 10 times a day.

We are teaching English to some of the children and to some of the 

students at Al Quds University, at the Friendship House, which was opened  with the help of the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association.

The children are amazingly keen to learn, they would put Irish or English kids to shame. And most of the time they are too polite to laugh at my rubbish Arabic!

Abu Dis was once a suburb of Jerusalem, within walking distance of the Dome of the Rock, but now the wall has cut right through it. Some of the  families are trapped on one side of the wall and are cut off from their village and those on the other side of the wall can not enter Jerusalem.  This has meant that whilst most people in Abu Dis once worked in  Jerusalem, they can no longer do so. Abu Dis now has 65% unemployment.

As work continues on the wall, Abu Dis will soon be surrounded on three sides.

Some families are separated because there are family members who have 

Jerusalem passes and others have that have West Bank passes.

The people are dying to tell the World about the occupation, they feel completely isolated.

But the most amazing thing is how they keep their spirits so high and are so warm and welcoming.

We are hoping to visit Bethlehem and Ramallah before we leave.

