From the minutes of Kilburn Amnesty Meeting 
Monday 20 August 2007
 
1.      Guest speaker from the Camden – Abu Dis Friendship Association
 
Nandita Dowson from the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association (CADFA) came to speak to the group about their work.   It's a twinning organisation that aims to protect local human rights in the Abu Dis area, which is a suburb of Jerusalem.  
The area's problems have deep roots – 2/3rds of the Arab population left Abu Dis after the 1967 war.   More recently, settlements have been built on the surrounding hills, and a rigorous pass system run by the Israeli military that restricts people's movement.  In particular, Israel has built an 8m high 'security fence', which is cutting Abu Dis off from Jerusalem.  
The group itself works to increase awareness in London about the situation.  Trips are organised each way, and the group raises money for projects in Abu Dis.   They have links with trades unions, women, health care, youth, and others – connecting people in the two countries.
· The Kilburn Amnesty group agreed that we should look for ways to work together.   A likely topic has been that there are problems with child prisoners being taken in the area.  Members of the group can adopt prisoners to write to – more information to follow. 
· Other ideas were to use the CADFA displays alongside Amnesty ones in local libraries. 
· CADFA have links with the author of "A little piece of ground" – the group discussed holding another book reading after the successful May reading with Craig Murray. 
· The two groups have agreed to keep in touch.
 
