From CADFA Child Imprisonment – urgent cases email 15th September 2010-09-22
Arrest of 13 year old Khalil Qreia

KHALIL  ATTA QREIA

(1) What has happened

Early this morning, 15th September, at one in the morning, a 13-ye-old boy from Abu Dis, Khalil Qreia, was arrested and taken to Maale Adumim settlement police station.

We in CADFA know Khalil – he has been part of the Dar Assadaqa youth activities for a long time. He took part in the Dar Assadaqa youth film project last summer and was eager to join the youth visit to London in June. We weren’t able to choose him this year because he was very young, but he seems to be a very sweet and serious boy, and we are now concerned in general about the treatment of youth boys taken by the Israelis into prison and in particular care about Khalil. 

His father (a doctor in Abu Dis) tells us that e was able to go with him to the police station but was not allowed to go in with him. He waited outside for 3 hours while Khalil was interrogated on his own. Then he was told to go away and return at 9am – and on return was told to come back in four days’ time. So Khalil is on his own in the police station under the control of the Israeli Shin Bet (intelligence services) and we do not know what is happening to him (or indeed what they are accusing him of - and we can only worry.

(2) CADFA activity on this:

We are writing to the Israeli Embassy with a copy to our MPs to demand that as a matter of urgency, Khalil’s family should be allowed to join him, that he should be released now and if he is to undergo any interrogation he should have a family member and a lawyer with him. This is what the law says for such a young boy.

We are in touch with local human rights organisations and will contact the British Consulate tomorrow to see what they suggest too. 

(3) What can you do? 

Nothing immediately in the case of Khalil.

But we would welcome your help with our child prisoner campaign.

Please contact us on contact@camdenabudis.net                                     continued next page /
From CADFA Update 18th September 2010:

The bad news about the arrested 13-year-old Khalil Qreia:
On Thursday we were told that

· a lawyer from the Prisoners’ Association had seen Khalil and he told him that he had signed a piece of paper as he had been told by the intelligence officer that his father had signed it and that he should sign it as he would then be able to go home with his father;

· the lawyer found that the paper (in Hebrew – a language that he cannot read) was a confession to throwing Molotovs

· Khalil has not been allowed home

· The family are worried that he has been moved to Ofar Prison (though no one has told them anything) because they have never heard of anyone being kept in the police station for four days;

· Locl news is that there were invasions by the army of the juvenile section of Ofar Prison with tear gas and other chaos on Wednesday/Thursday

We have taken this up with Frank Dobson, William Hague and with the British Consulate in Jerusalem as well as human rights organisations there – but we believe Khalil is still in Ofer Prison. Please watch this space for further action. 

