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The campaign against the people who live in
Jerusalem (on the other side of the Wall from
Abu Dis) increased during the last two months
and this had a strong effect on the people of
Abu Dis. Israeli soldiers killed a young man
from Wad al-Joz in cold blood after they had
arrested him. And the Israeli court took
decisions to push some inhabitants out of the
city, including three Members of the
Palestinian Parliament because of being
involved in activities against the Israeli
occupation and its procedures. In some cases,
the decisions were for temporary exclusions
and in some cases they took away Jerusalem
IDs so people are permanently excluded from
Jerusalem. And in Abu Dis, a force of Israeli
soldiers invaded the campus of the Al Quds
University and searched it. This report tells of
the past two months.
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Building the Wall and Confiscating
Land
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On Monday 19" July, an Israeli source reported
that the Israeli ‘Custodian of Absentee Property’
who has been responsible for taking over the
property of hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians in the land they were pushed from
in 1948 asked the Israeli Supreme Court for
permission to apply this law in East Jerusalem.
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www.camdenabudis.net

The law was made in 1950, two years after the
establishment of the State of Israel, in order to
‘legally’ take control of the properly of any
Palestinian who was ‘not there’: these were
people who were pushed out and became
refugees when their land was occupied.

And through this law, Israel took control of the
land of more than 500 Arab villages whose
people had been pushed out; they destroyed
them and build hundreds of Jewish settlements
above them. This law also allowed them to take
lands and properties inside the big Palestinian
cities (Haifa and Jaffa and al-Ramleh and Lidd
and others).

The Custodian of Absentee Properties asked for
permission to extend this law to East Jerusalem
and take over properties that had been vacated,
and he was given the answer that this law could
be used on properties that were considered to
have no owner in East Jerusalem or which the
Israeli army had taken over - the Cliff Hotel in
Abu Dis is one such property.

There is more information about the Cliff Hotel
in our previous reports and on the website
www.camdenabudis.net
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973
by the Israeli Ministerial Committee for
Jerusalem under the leadership of Golda Meir,
to reduce the percentage of Palestinians in
Jerusalem to under 22%. This has led to many
different policies that have distorted the
demography of Jerusalem. The most recent of
these policies has been to put great pressure
on Palestinians of Jerusalem, and led to many
thousands of people having their Jerusalem IDs
taken from them. Although five thousand
families in Jerusalem have lost their IDs since
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1973, the Palestinians still represent 35% of the
population of Jerusalem city itself, because
many Jerusalemites who had moved into the
suburbs have moved back to live inside the city
since the Wall was built. During just the year
2006, 1,363 Jerusalem residents lost their
Jerusalem IDs (figures - Israeli Interior Ministry)
This came after Israel had separated Jerusalem
completely from its suburbs. Many people who
have Jerusalem IDs, and many families who
have mixed IDs live in these suburbs. Note that
most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but
a minority have Jerusalem IDs.
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On Friday 11" June, the Ma’an News Agency,
Jerusalem reported:

The Jerusalem Center for Social and Economic
Rights had issued a report accusing the Israeli
police of killing the young man Ziyad
Mohammed Al Joulani by shooting him at
pointblank range after first wounding him.
When he fell down, soldiers from the special
forces, wearing black, shot two bullets into
him, one in his face and one in his stomach.

An eye witness said that the killer was dancing
near the martyr and shouting “I killed an Arab.”

Another witness called Ahmed Quteineh said
he saw the martyr running across a courtyard
chased by four members of the special forces;
he saw them shoot him from between 4 and 6
metres; he was wounded and fell on the
ground, and then one of the soldiers came near
him and shot him in the face and in his body.
After that, all of them started to shoot and hit
some of the cars which were parked there.

According to Quteineh and other eye witnesses
there in the same place, they saw the soldier
dancing in that place and shouting that he had
killed an Arab.

Note that the martyr was a father of four and
had a toy shop in Jerusalem. He was on his way
from Shu’fat where he had been visiting his
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family back to Wad al-Joz.
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On Tuesday 15" June, the Israeli police said
that a Jerusalem MP from the Palestinian
Parliament, Mohamed Abu Tair, asking him to
leave Jerusalem by the morning of Friday 18"
June or they would force him to leave
Jerusalem.

This order came after the Israeli High Court
decided to expel Mohamed Abu Tair from
Jerusalem until they could deal with his case —
together with three other MPs- and the
proposal to take away their IDs —in September.
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together
with the intelligence forces invaded houses
during the night, searched and damaged
things, and made several arrests during the
last month.
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On Monday 14" June, a big force of Israeli
soldiers surrounded the main university
building in Abu Dis on all sides, and told the
University management that either they could
co-ordinate with them or they would invade
the buildings. They entered the main building
and went straight to the Chemistry laboratory.
The previous month they had arrested Ziyad al-
Sheikh who is responsible for the Chemistry
lab. The Israeli intelligence officer went to
Ziyad's office and took the hard disc of Ziyad's
computer and left.
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Prisoners’ affairs
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http://mwww.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just
as in the rest of Palestine. Among these there
have been many young people under the age
of eighteen; there is now 52 prisoners from
Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there were
7 children. In addition there are currently
more than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits.
There is further information on Abu Dis
prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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On Tuesday 6™ July, the Israeli military court
gave a sentence of seven months in prison and
a fine of 1500 shekels to Mustafa Hejazi, and a
sentence of four months in prison and a fine of
1000 shekels to Ramzi Aadil Salah. They
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delayed judgment on Hani Jaffal until 23"
August. These three young men were all
arrested at the beginning of last May (see our
report).
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Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.h
tm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/
Pages/InternationalLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions
which the Israeli occupying power are violating
in their treatment of the Palestinian people
are:

The Wall
The International Court of Justice asked Israel
to stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 —
Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall
be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.” The UN
Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.
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Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through

the permit system and pressure on people

around Jerusalem)
Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the
rights recognized in the present Covenant,
without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status.” (International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, article 2, paragraph
1, signed 1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation...
Everyone has the right to the protection of the
law against such interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on
the international community and all the
supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to
make some pressure on Israel as an occupying
force to stop the violations and to guarantee
their human rights and their rights under
international humanitarian law.




