From Al-Jazeera Net, 1st February 2009

[Rough translation from the Arabic]

Demonstration in Britain calling for Israeli war criminals to be tried.

The British capital, London, yesterday saw a demonstration against Israeli war crimes calling for those who committed them to be brought to trial. It was organised by Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association together with the Movement of Jews against the War.

The activists copied the martyrs of Gaza and covered themselves with shrouds and carried slogans of solidarity with Gaza. One of those taking part, Lucy Stoppard, said that she used not to take part in politics, but seeing the pictures of Israeli aggression in Gaza had pushed her to join in most of the marches of solidarity with Gaza.

The co-ordinator of Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, Nandita Dowson, said there had been a great change in public opinion in Britain because of what had happened in Gaza: “What Israel did - the killing, the destruction and the dispersal of people – shocked everyone,”

She said that the organisation worked to support the rights of the Palestinian people, and that since the war with Gaza they were having lots of new requests to join them, as people wanted to express their feelings.

She pointed out that the media in Britain does not want to highlight the issue, but said that the organisation wants their representatives and their government to assume their responsibilities. Britain was one of the signatories of the Geneva Convention and should therefore be serious in seeking, investigating and prosecuting those responsible for war crimes.

The Israeli Ruth Tenne from the Movement of Jews against the War said that the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) had been democratically elected by the Palestinian people, and that it had repeatedly offered a ceasefire with Israel if Israel withdrew to the 1967 borders, which was in accordance with the United Nations resolution 242.

And from what she knew of the situation before the last aggression, she said that  Hamas had been keeping to the ceasefire when the attention of the world had turned to the American elections, and the Israeli forces entered the Gaza Strip and killed six Hamas members, and also killed sixteen Palestinians during the time of the ceasefire.

She went on to say that the siege which the Israeli government had imposed on the Gaza Strip had brought the inhabitants there, half of them children, to the edge of starvation and early death through a lack of medicine and equipment in the hospitals. Even then, Hamas was ready to extend the ceasefire on the condition if it was part of the first ceasefire agreement.-
She added that Israel had destroyed the corpses of children in the Gaza holocaust, killed whole families, burying them in the ruins of their houses, and conducted experiments on Palestinians in the field of battle, using the most modern American weaponry.
