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A shopkeeper in Abu Dis main street. Israeli
soldiers regularly invade Palestinian shops and
threaten or beat their owners.
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Israeli violations against the Palestinian people
continued in Abu Dis and in the occupied
territories in general. During this month January
there were many assaults by Israeli soldiers
against the people of Abu Dis and there were
further arrests of school children. One of these
was Mohammed Erigat who was shot by Israeli
soldiers in 2008 and then arrested — he is still in
need of health treatment. Also this month,
health sources reported that Israeli authorities
stopped giving pregnant women permission to
go to Jerusalem hospitals. We report the most
important violations during this month.
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Confiscating Land

Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank,
East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in 1967, the
Israeli authorities have seized tens of thousands
of donums of Palestinian land on different
excuses. Directly after the war, Israel announced
that it would annexe East Jerusalem as if they
were making it part of Israel. Then they
announced that the east side of the West Bank —
including the Jordan Valley — was a series of
closed military areas because it was next to the
border with Jordan.
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From the middle of the 1970s, Israel started
take huge tracts of land from the occupied
territories, against inter-national humitarian law
and all international agreements, to build new
settlements, and also to prevent the possibility
of a future Palestinian state.

In 2002, the Israeli authorities began to build
the Separation Wall. This increased the process
of taking over the land in the West Bank. They
isolated and confiscated extra areas of land from
the occupied territories to Israel, and up to
present, Israel has taken about 52% of the land
of the West Bank.

e i g (olopa yla) Ll Y] dib giisall 5 geca
Sl g ile] 4Ll 538 and Sy po il arie sl s
o o) o Dpphs Lians dihio gl plhgnY) Jd lgic
b giwa leil Y el 5 ot LSy g o L] o Gpeinhanldl)
loliy ady lgd lnl) (il DU V) Gy Y 5 S

Lauas §,b 45 xo (ol (o o il g aliil Y]

PREVIOUS PAGE

A picture of ‘Har Homa,’ an Israeli settlement
built on Jabal Abu Ghnaim (Abu Ghnaim Hill)
near Bethlehem — a hill which the Israelis
declared a nature reserve to stop Palestinians
building on. This is now a big settlement of
Jewish-only housing and the Israelis are binding
it closely to Jerusalem with new roads which are
only for Israelis to drive on.
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On Thursday 27th January the Jerusalem
Municipality decided to spend 21 million shekels
on building a new road cutting through East
Jerusalem, connecting the settlements that have
been built in it. The aim of the project is to
connect Abu Ghnaim Hill (which the Israelis have
renamed Har Homa) with the north part of the
city in order to strengthen “Jewish control” of
the east side of Jerusalem.
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the Separation
Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal
off Jerusalem very thoroughly from its suburb,
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and they have made special "terminals1" for
people to go through to get into the city.
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For the towns on the east of Jerusalem, the
Israeli authorities built a terminal in a place
between the Mount of Olives and the town

of Aizariyeh to allow people carrying West Bank
passes and who have also got a permit,
following very long and complicated procedures,
specially now they use finger prints as well

as permits. And at al-Zayem on the Jerusalem
road leading to the settlement of Maale
Adumim, they have put a checkpoint that can
only be used settlers and people with
Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to
describe

the huge checkpoints, like international
frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall.
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At the beginning of the new year 2011, the
Israeli authorities began to refuse to issue passes
to Jerusalem to pregnant women or allow them
to go through to hospitals in the city. Needing to
go to hospital is no longer a reason to be given
permission to go to Jerusalem.

According to this decision people living in the
East Jerusalem suburbs should go to hospitals in
the West Bank even though the specialist
hospitals are in the city: the Hilal Hospital, the
Mugassed Hospital — these are nearer to Abu Dis
than the hospitals in Ramallah etc and they are
in fact so close that they are visible from Abu
Dis.
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On Monday 23rd January, a big force of Israeli
Border Guards invaded the streets of Abu Dis at
about nine in the evening and soldiers put up a
number of flying checkpoints in the main streets
of the town. The soldiers held a lot of youths and
burst into shops and attacked and beat shop
owners and their customers.

Radi Qureia the owner of a coffee shop on the
University Street said that soldiers burst into his
café and threatened all the people in the café
that they would let off tear gas if they didn’t all
leave the café and go into the street. They forced
them all to go outside and stand next to a Wall
where they had to wait two hours and two of
them were subjected to severe beating.

They forced every shop keeper in the main street
to shut their shops and to stay inside. The
soldiers beat up two brothers, owners of shops
near to Abu Dis Sports Club, and then they
arrested them.

These attacks went on till midnight.
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973 by
the Israeli Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem
under the leadership of Golda Meir, to reduce
the percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to
under 22%. This has led to many different
policies that have distorted the demography of
Jerusalem. The most recent of these policies has
been to put great pressure on Palestinians of
Jerusalem, and led to many thousands of people
having their Jerusalem IDs taken from them.
Although five thousand families in Jerusalem
have lost their IDs since 1973, the Palestinians
still represent 35% of the population of
Jerusalem city itself, because many
Jerusalemites who had moved into the suburbs
have moved back to live inside the city since the
Wall was built. During just the year 2006, 1,363
Jerusalem residents lost their Jerusalem IDs
(figures - Israeli Interior Ministry) This came after
Israel had separated Jerusalem completely from
its suburbs. Many people who have Jerusalem
IDs, and many families who have mixed IDs live
in these suburbs. Note that most people in Abu
Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have
Jerusalem IDs
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together with
the intelligence forces invaded houses during the
night, searched and damaged things, and made
several arrests during the last month.
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On Tuesday 18th January, a force of Israeli army
burst into the house of Khalid Rabeea. searched
it and arrested his son Ahmed, a student in Abu
Dis Boys’ School who is in his last year in the
school. They took Ahmed to the police station in
Maale Adumim settlement to interrogate him.

The boy’s mother said that Israeli soldiers had
invaded the house at one o’clock in the morning
and arrested her son. She said that the father
had felt that there was some unusual movement
outside the house and he opened the door and
turned on the lights to find out where it was
coming from. He found an intelligence officer
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outside the door who said that he was the
captain in charge of this area; he came into the
house. He went asked the father about names of
people in the house and when he mentioned
Ahmed the officer asked him to wake Ahmed up
and bring him out of his bedroom. Then the
officers put handcuffs on him and took him
away.

His mother says that Ahmed was taken to the
court without anyone from his family being told
to renew his period inside jail and that his father
is prepared to do anything, or pay a fine, if his
son can come out of prison in time for the
towjehi exams.

At the time of writing this report, Ahmed is in
Kfar Azion prison; his father telephoned an
Israeli human rights office called Maktab
Shakawi (‘complaints office’) to ask for their help
in getting him released, above all for the period
of the exams: and he is waiting for a reply.
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On Sunday 21st January, a group of soldiers from
the Israeli border police arrested the two
brothers Ahmed and Ali Fowzan Rabeeah when
the soldiers invaded their shops situated by the
Abu Dis Sports Club.

The brothers’ mother said that they were
helping their father in the shop when a military
jeep came; the soldiers got down from the jeep
and started to beat them —they started beating
everyone in the street before they arrested
them. Their mother added that she had gone to
the military camp to try and take Ahmed’s ID
card because Ali doesn’t have an ID yet — he is
not 16, which is the age at which people are
given IDs — and the soldiers did not allow her to
go into the military camp; they took the ID and
made her turn back by threatening that to fire at
her.

In the military camp, she saw more than ten
soldiers beating some young men whom they
had arrested along with her sons. The mother
says that in the morning of the next day her son
Ali came back, suffering. He had already had a
problem with his back, but after his experience
at the camp, he was in a very bad state — he
couldn’t manage to stand up on his feet for
three days. He said that he was forced to sign a
paper because he wanted to avoid the torture in
the end. He didn’t know exactly what he was
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being accused of.

His brother Ahmed stayed ten days in Kfar Atzion
before he was taken to the military court on
30th January inside Ofar prison where they had
prepared a charge list for him and there were
two soldiers from the Border Guard ready to
testify against him. They said that they had
witnessed Ahmed was throwing a Molotov.

The CADFA field worker who met the mother
wrote, “ You should have seen the way Ahmed'’s
mother cried. She can’t sleep at night because
Aliis in such pain, and she has done her very
best to keep these sons out of trouble, specially
because before them she has had seven sons
who have all died.”

[This is a picture of the mother of a different
prisoner]
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On Monday 23rd January, a group of soldiers
from the Border Guards arrested a young man,
Mohammed Hassan Erigat while he was near
Abu Dis Sports Club at around ten o’clock at
night. Mohammed’s family said that they didn’t
know that he had been arrested until they got a
phone call from someone saying that he was an
officer in the Israeli Border Guards and that he
wanted the number of Mohammed’s ID card.

His mother said that Mohammed her son went
out of the house at about ten thirty at night with
his cousin Ahmed to buy things for the house,
when suddenly there was a military jeep in the
street and when the soldiers saw the boys, they
attacked them before they went into the shop.
They started beating Ahmed in a crazy way
without even looking at his ID card. And they
took them to the jeep and when Mohammed
refused to get into the jeep the soldiers went
back and beat his cousin and everyone around in
the street and the shop who tried to defend
Ahmed.

The soldiers told Mohammed that they knew
him and that he was shot and injured and
arrested while he was still hurt in December
2008, and that they knew about his health
condition. Because of that they wouldn’t attack
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him and instead they were going to beat his
cousin until Mohammed admitted that he had
thrown a Molotov.

They took the two of them and their friends to
the military camp and they continued to focus
on Ahmed and to beat him until the morning of
the next day when they released Ahmed without
making any charge against him. The mother
added that she went to the military camp the
same night to take Mohammed’s ID card for and
she couldn’t see her son or find out anything
about him. The soldiers took the ID and sent her
away.

Mohammed was first arrested before he was 15
years old when he was playing on the road on
the street leading to the military camp where
one of his relatives was living. Two years ago, an
Israeli sniper had opened fire on him: one of the
bullets hit his kidney and and his lungs. He was
arrested (for the second time) while he was
wounded and taken to intensive care: he was on
the point of dying. He spent 50 days in the
hospital, had seven operations and suffered 5
strokes and his family were not allowed to see
him*.

Mohammed is sick and cannot bear prison. He
had been preparing for his exams in his final
towjehi year at school. On the 1st of February
he was taken to the military court inside Ofar
Prison and they charged him with being in
possession of a Molotov.

*CADFA took up the case of Mohammed at that
time and you can see more information about
him at
http://www.camdenabudis.net/urgentactionca

mpaignserigat.html

This picture was taken in 2008 when Mohammed
was kept in Israeli hospital in handcuffs; his
parents were not allowed to visit him after he
was shot. CADFA were in touch with European
representatives who were in turn in touch with
the Red Cross; eventually his parents were
allowed to see him — after a month - and sent us
this picture.
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Prisoners’ affairs
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just as
in the rest of Palestine. Among these there have
been many young people under the age of
eighteen; there are now 52 prisoners from Abu
Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 7
children. In addition there are currently more
than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits. There
is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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On Sunday 9th January, there was a huge
celebration in which many of the people of Abu
Dis participated to welcome the young man
Ahmed Salah Sagr who had been released by the
Israeli authorities after serving a sentence of
three years and a half in prison. Ahmed, a
student at the university, was imprisoned at the
beginning of his first year of study at the Al Quds
University in Abu Dis.
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On Monday 17th January, the Israeli authorities
released Anas Ayyad, 15 years old, after he had
been imprisoned for a year in different Israeli
prisons. Note that Anas is still a student at Abu
Dis Boys’ School even after spending a year in
prison.

Anas gave a report about the circumstances of
his arrest. He was with his friend Mohammed
Ayyad walking along the main street in Abu Dis
near the military camp when soldiers from the
Border Guard surprised them and started to
chase them. Then he was arrested and his friend
fell down in a hole and broke his foot. The
soldiers kept beating Mohammed although they
knew that he was injured. Anas was taken to the
military camp and his friend was taken to the
Hadassa Hospital in the night. It was a really
cold night and it was raining.

Anas stayed at the military camp from seven
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o’clock till eleven o’clock at night under
investigation, after that he went to be
investigated at Maale Adumim. There were more
than twenty soldiers waiting for him and one
team of them began to beat him and the other
team were taunting him.

Anas entered Maale Adumim Shabak
investigation then went to Ramleh Prison and to
Hasharon Prison in Natanya for 80 days with
Israeli criminals. He said it was very bad and
humiliating and when | asked him he was very
sad and said ‘Don’t ask me, it’s painful and |
can’t talk about it.’

He was inside a cell for ten days while his hands
and his legs were tied to his bed, and even when
he had food, he was not allowed to get out of
bed. He decided not to eat unless they released
his legs and allowed him to get of the bed. In the
end, they took off the handcuffs and released his
legs.

He said that ‘They gave me a piece of chicken
that was undercooked. The cell was full of bugs
and mosquitoes. While my hands were tied, the
insects were walking all over my body and |
couldn’t get them off me.’

He was moved on 25th May to Mgeddo Prison
and he stayed there till 16" January. He
described the ‘boaster’ [a bus that is designed to
move prisoners from one jail to another or from
jail to court and back]. He called this journey ‘the
steel journey’. He said that even the chairs in the
bus were steel, with holes in it. The journey was
from six in the morning to four in the afternoon.
There was a strip search at each point they
passed through, although he was going with
them from one jail to another one. But each
checkpoint he was taken outside the car and
they searched all his belongings and his body.
This journey can be to another jail or even to the
court. All the prisoners have their hands and legs
tied and there is strong security and guards in
the car. Whether it is summer or winter, they
have the same treatment at each checkpoint.

Usually if the trip lasts more than one day, the
prisoner stays in a room next to the courtorina
separate room in the nearest jail —a small room
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with between six and eight mattresses: a dirty
room full of insects. If it is a jail that also
contains Israeli criminals, it will be a problem for
him, he won’t have his basic rights.

A prisoner can have a shower and he can pray
but the next morning he will be taken back to
the jail he came from. This jail may be only 40
km away but it will take all this time and all this
suffering before he returns.
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On Monday 25th January the family of Waleed
Khalid Sharaf, a young prisoner, said that they
had heard from other prisoners who had been
released that Waleed had been taken to Israeli
hospital from the prison and that he had stayed
there for five days without his family being told.
The young man’s uncle talked about the family’s
worry about the state of health of Waleed,
specially as he suffers from a dangerous
condition, and about how the bad conditions
that face him inside prison could have a negative
effect on him, and that the family weren’t able
to get any details about what was going on.
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Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/Pa
ges/InternationalLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions
which the Israeli occupying power are violating
in their treatment of the Palestinian people are:

The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel to
stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 — Advisory
Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall
be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.” The UN
Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.
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Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through
the permit system and pressure on people
around Jerusalem)

Israel is a sighatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights
recognized in the present Covenant, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other
status.” (International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, article 2, paragraph 1, signed
1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation... Everyone
has the right to the protection of the law against
such interference or attacks”
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www.camdenabudis.net
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