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Tonge lashing

aroness Tonge'sleter o the7C last ek i whichshe

accused the Iacl Defence Fores of bearing up and

bresking the bones of Plestinan stdeats i aschool
in Abu D, nar Jecusalem, has provoked an outcry i the
comunicy. Wh our raders want to know, was Baroness
Tonge soready o believe and spread rumours which remain
msubstantiaed? And why,a few haveasked,did theJC give
the Baroness spac n our pages? As we g 0 pres i i sl
norentiely lear whatbappesed i Abu Dison February L4
‘The Isacl Embassy has denied wrongoiag on part of the
IDE sihough the school in queston has iled & compliat
with the police. Neverthelss, whether the incdentoccurred.
a5 Barones Tongeassered or ot westznd by ur decision o
printheleter Inthe news pages,our seporirsarecbliged 0
Terfy everythingthey report o the eters page readers e
free 10 expressther opinions 2 10 offer arguments which
maybe disputed by others. It s s forum meant t sumulte
debate. A the ime, we et tha Baroness Tonge’s eter said
more bout her ow views than sbout whateves id or Gid
mot occu in Abu Dis. We ls flt that it was important for
Feaders to make thei own judgment sbout her Suggestion
ha the; personaly, bore some responsibiliy o el [he].
‘when his sort o bebaviour i ikely o stop” snd “whit pres-
suretheyntendtocxrton eatves n lsacloron the sral
‘overnment” — her implication,presumablys that 7C read
ex 2 Jews, st b judged aceording o the acions (el o
imagined)of theIaeitate Novs, doesthatecho someafthe.
‘cuent lurring by srael's critisof the istinction between
srael and s in general2 This week,we have received
umesually large mailbag i rsponse o theorginallenen ac
contribuon, without exeption,aacking the Baroncs, nd.
sovindicatingourdeison o publish. And ofall the questions.
addresed 0 Baromess Tonge, we would ke 0 know why she.
fel it appropriae o portray the Brics Jewish community.
a5 i clfect our brothers” Keepes simply because ofshared
fith. This view does jar o community incressagly worried
thatthe boundariesbetween ant Zionism and antseniism
axebeing blurred daily:




