Monthly report on Israeli violations  in Abu Dis – November 2006

The Israeli army continued its violations against human rights in the Palestinian territories in general and in East Jerusalem and Abu Dis in particular.  During this month the Israeli army invaded 7 houses and the Israeli authority arrested 5 children from Abu Dis secondary school and beat 4 other children and held them for 24 hours and asked them to pay money for their release.

This report will give details of the Israeli violations in the area during November 2006.

The Wall:  building the Wall and confiscating lands

The Israeli bulldozers continued to work to build the East side of the Separation Wall in the area near Maale Adumim settlement. The work reached a wooded area that belongs to Azarieyh town.
Also the Israeli authorities continued to work on the road which will come through Anatta in the north, through a tunnel under Azzayam. The work on this road is expected to be finished at the end of next February, and the road that goes north and east near Maale Adumim will be closed by the Wall.

 The economic situation in Abu Dis 

Still the economic siege is still holding and the case of the salaries for the employees is not solved yet.  The bad effects of that siege reach people in all the different walks of life in Abu Dis 

The schools (which were closed for two months during the teachers’ strike)  started work again after Eid, during October,  after a general meeting for Abu Dis people when they elected a committee to take responsibilitiy for organising the reopening of the schools.  The committee reported on necessary needs for the schools (stationery, cleaning materials and medicine for the school clinics).  These used to be paid for by the fees which the students used to pay each year. This year, the Ministry of Education cancelled the fees and in Abu Dis now the local community, institutions and societies are trying to find solutions for this problem, at least to cover the running costs of the schools.
Throughout November, the strike in the government health sector in Palestine still continued.   People in Abu Dis do not now have the opportunity to go to Jerusalem to the hospitals they usually have attended, because of the Wall. The alternatives are hospitals in Ramallah, Bethlehem and Jericho which are all government hospitals and they have not been open even for emergency cases. The local clinics are open as one is part of Al-Muqassed Hospital and one is a private one, but both have a continuing shortage of medicine.  Local doctors have been disturbed by the shortage of medicine for some serious cases and have sent appeals to everyone they can think of - this is not solving the problem.
In another field, the debts of the water society in Abu Dis reach more than 8 million shekels both because the people can’t pay their bills and because the Israeli ask Abu Dis to pay more than they use from the water. 

Also the Abu Dis local council has stopped gathering rubbish since the beginning of November because they can’t afford pay the Israelis what they charge for use of the rubbish dump.
 Violations at the checkpoints around Abu Dis 

The Israeli authorities increased their  procedures which affect the people who travel on the roads which lead to Ramallah and Jericho. There were daily flying checkpoints, specially in the afternoon period. In the evenings there were very long lines of cars from Maale Adumim reaching the junction to Ramallah. These procedures seem to suggest that they are preparing to close the road itself and to prepare for the new road between Anatta and Abu Dis.
On the southern road to Container checkpoint, the Israeli authority announced that they would allow people to travel in their own cars through Container checkpoint to reach Bethlehem, This will start on 15th December. This announcement came after 5 years of refusing to allow the people to travel to Bethlehem with their own cars. They also did not announce if this would be a temporary procedure for the Christmas festivals or if it would continue.
Arrests and invasions of houses

In November, the Israeli authorities continued their policy of arresting and invading houses.

On 15th November, an Israeli force invaded the house of Azzat Rabiyeh in the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis and they searched the house, looking for his son Amin (15 years old), who was not there. They asked his father to send him to the police station at Maale Adumim.
On 20th November, 5 Israeli military vehicles entered Abu Dis at about 1 o’clock in the morning and they entered 4 houses to arrest people. The first house belonged to Ali Ahmed Mohsen and they arrested his son Mohammed, who is 15 years old.  The second house belonged to Talib Salameh Jaffal and they arrested his son Hani who is 15 years old. The third one is the house of the widow of Ahmed Khalaf Halabiyeh and they arrested his son Islam who is also 15 years old. Note that his older brother, aged 17, has also been in jail for the past 2 years.The fourth one is the house of Jamal Hassan Dandan whose son Ali was released 4 months ago. Now they arrested his second son Moatassal who is 16 years old.
On 22nd November, an Israeli force invaded the house of Ibrahim Halabiyeh, searching for his son Ismail who is 14 years old. They did not find him in the house. The soldiers arrested his father and they asked the mother to bring her child to Maale Adumim police station if they wanted the father to be released. The next day the child’s uncle went to Abu Dis school and took his nephew from the school and sent him to Maale Adumim police station. So they released the father and arrested the son.
On the 25th November, an Israeli jeep went to Abu Dis youth club after a Molotov had been thrown at a jeep near the club. They arrested Mahmoud Khalid Jaffal (aged 12) after the soldiers had chased him between the youth club and his house. The soldiers beat his sister Amira when she tried to protect him, inside his house. They took him from his room and took him to Maale Adumim police station. Mahmoud said that the soldiers put him in a cell overnight and beat him, and that they forced him to sign a piece of paper saying that he threw stones to the soldiers. In the morning the mother came and they asked her to pay 500 shekels for his release, and he will be called to court next month.
· On the same night, the same jeep captured Mahdi Samir Bustani, 14 years old and Fadi Radi Affanah, 12 years old, and they took them to the police station in Maale Adumim. Their families paid 1000 shekels for each one of them before they released them, waiting for their trial next month.

· Another Israeli force arrested Brahim Ali Ereqat, 14 years old, while he was near the youth club, and they took him to Kfar Arzion in Bethlehem. Brahim said that the soldiers beat him and asked him to admit that he threw the Molotov, but he refused, and he spent 24 hours in a cell before they released him.

This terror policy which Israel started to use against the people is just to ISTENZAFF to make pressure on the economic side since the Palestinian side is passing through an very hard economic situation. It is worth mentioning that the money that people pay does not return back to them even if the court announces that the children are innocent and release them.

Prisoners affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of November 2006, there are 59 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 15 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  

•On the 1st November, the Israeli authority released Ahmed Naim Ayyad, a member of the local Council after he had spent three months in al Nakab prison under administrative detention (with no trial).
•On the 5th November, the Israeli authority released Fadl Zaccharia al Mbayeth after he had spent 4 months in administrative detention.
•On the 15th November, Khalil Ali Afanah was released after he had spent 2 and a half years in Israeli jails.
•On the 20th November, Mousa Bassam Eriqat was released after he had spent 23 months in Israeli jails.
•On 20th November,  Lowaye Mohammed al Nowafleh was released after he had spent a year and a half in Israeli jails.
· On 30th November, an Israeli court ordered Mohamed Ali Mohsen police representative asked for them to stay inside 16 months and to pay 5000 shekels each and Hani Talib Jaffal and Islam Ahmed Khalf and Motassen Jamal Dandan to stay in prison until a court appearance on 7th January. The 
Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the international court of justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152 says that there is no right for occupation forces to confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
