Monthly report on Israeli violations in Abu Dis,  June 2007.

As a result of the international siege on the Palestinian occupied territories, and because there was no real political solution for the Palestinian issue, the situation exploded in Gaza Strip and there were clashes between Hamas and Fatah, leaving many people killed and wounded.  As a result of this conflict, control of the Palestinian land was divided with Hamas in control of the Gaza Strip and Fatah in control of the West Bank.  The situation in Abu Dis was very uncertain throughout June.

The Israeli violations on the people in Abu Dis continued during June 2007. There were invasions of houses and arrests during the night.  There were twelve people arrested from Abu Dis including a child from Abu Dis Boys’ School.  Israeli sources gave information about the expansion of the settlements. In this report we will give information about the misery of the inhabitants of the Um al-Zarazeer and Khalit Abed areas which have been cut by the Wall in Abu Dis, and details about other Israeli violations in June.
 Building the Wall & confiscating land

· The Israeli authorities continued their work on the east of the Wall near Az-Zayem, and Israeli bulldozers worked on the land of Azariyeh, specially on the security road which will guard the Wall.

·  At the end of June there was a report by the Israeli movement Peace Now talking about the Israeli authorities gave the settlements in the West Bank the right to enlarge their lands ten times more than the area which includes buildings. The report focused on Maale Adumim settlement and added that the settlement now is nearly as large in area as Tel Aviv – it is built on 48,000 donums with 32,000 settlers. This compares to Tel Aviv, which has 385,000 inhabitants in a similar area. This report was published in the Israeli Ha’aretz magazine. It also said that just 9% of the settlement land is used now for buildings, while the rest is taken from the Palestinians to be a security or agricultural land for the settlements.  The report mentioned that from 164 settlements in the West Bank, 92 enlarged after the Oslo agreement. Also the number of settlers doubled during the period after Oslo. This information was secret, kept by the Israeli authorities, for a long time, but Peace Now movement managed to have the files of the Palestinian land on the West Bank, after they went to the Israeli supreme court.

 The economic situation in Abu Dis 

· Although there were many promises from Israel and the international governments to the Emergency Government in the West Bank, to stop the siege and return the Palestinian money that was held up by Israel, there were no real changes in the West Bank in this period. The employees were confused because some of them received their salaries for June, while thousands did not receive anything and others received some but not all of their salaries. 

· As a result of the media propaganda about giving money to the Palestinian Authority, the prices of food and basic commodities started to go up for example, bread used to be four for one shekel, now it is two for one shekel, in East Jerusalem.

· Also as a result of what happened in Gaza Strip, there was a delay in the Towjehi exams on Saturday 23rd June, because there was news about exam papers being stolen in Nablus.  The exams were reset for the following day.
Israeli violations at the checkpoints round Abu Dis
The Israelis have now sealed off Jerusalem very thoroughly and there are only two ways that people can go there by car, if they are allowed. The Palestinians are now using the word “ma’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe the huge checkpoints that are like international frontiers that are the ways through the Wall. For the people of Abu Dis, these two terminals are Azzayam, open to people with Jerusalem IDs, and Jabal al Zaytoun, open only to West Bankers – and only if they have permits to go to Jerusalem. (Note that most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have Jerusalem IDs)
· At the beginning of June, the Israeli authorities announced that the Dead Sea area is closed to people who hold West Bank IDs. They placed a fixed checkpoint on the way to the Dead Sea. It is worth mentioning that this area was sometimes available to Palestinian visitors from the West Bank, although there were flying checkpoints, but now it is completely closed to Palestinians. This means that although Palestine has seas all around it as well as the River Jordan, it is impossible to go there. All three of the seas that Palestinians from the West Bank used to go to are now impossible to reach – the Mediterranean, the Red Sea and the Dead Sea,
· The people who live in Um al-Zarazeer and Khalit Abed on the west side of the Wall have been facing a very terrible situation since 2003 when the Wall was built there and now their misery is increasing after Israel placed gates at the entries to their neighbourhoods, with a list of their names. Nobody is allowed to go through these gates unless their names are written on the gates, so they cannot have visitors even relatives. There are some families who have members who live in both of these places – which are very close to each other – and they are not allowed to go and visit each other. It is worth mentioning that there are nearly a hundred people living in the two neighbourhoods who have mixed IDs (for example, the husband has a West Bank ID while the wife has a Jerusalem ID)
· On Tuesday 12th June, the Israeli police closed the main crossroads near Maale Adumim from Azariyeh side for three hours; they did not allow any car to travel through that cross roads, which made a very heavy traffic in Azariyeh for the people going to Ramallah, Jerusalem and Jericho.

· There have been new procedures on Jabaa checkpoint specially in the afternoon period since the beginning of June. The Israeli soldiers started at the beginning of June to stop all the cars travelling to Ramallah and ask the passengers to get out of the cars. Sometimes people wait for two or three hours to pass to Ramallah. Also for the people travelling from Ramallah to East Jerusalem, this checkpoint has started to work in both directions, which means serious traffic jams – and people are waiting so long that people have started to sell things at this checkpoint.
· Since the year 2000 Israel has refused to allow the people who have West Bank IDs, to join Friday prayers in Al Aqsa Mosque even if they have permits. This policy also continued during May 2007.

Arresting and invading houses
During this month there were many people arrested by the Israeli authorities    who invaded and searched their houses.
On Saturday 2nd June, an Israeli border police force arrested Malik No’aman Halabiyeh, 14 years old, while he was on his way back from school. Malik’s family received a phone call from the Israeli police station in Maale Adumim saying that their son was arrested because he had thrown stones at a military vehicle, and when his family arrived at the police station, the Israeli authorities took him to Orfa Jail in Ramallah where he is now waiting to go to court.
· On Sunday 10th June, an Israeli military force invaded the houses of the following people and arrested them: Khalid Saleem Halabiyeh (36 years), Omran Werad Halabiyeh (47 years old) and his son Ma’in (22 years), Sa’id Mahmoud Lafee (30 years), Ali Jammous (40 years), Khalid Johar (47 years old) and Fadl Al Mubayyid (40 years) and Ali Ayyad (30 years).  These people are all from Abu Dis, and they arrested another five from Azariyeh and Sawahreh at the same time.
· On Thursday 21st June, an Israeli force invaded the houses of Hammad Al Ayan (40 years old) who is a maths teacher at the Arab Institute, Ahmed Na’im Ayyad, a local council member from Abu Dis local council (35 years old), and Rajab Attallah Halabiyeh (37 years) and arrested them all.
Prisoners’ affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of  June 2007, there are 74 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 27 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  

·  On Monday 4th June, Mohammad Hassan Eriqat (15 years old) was released after he had spent three months in jail and his family had paid 1,500 shekels.
· On Tuesday 5th June, an Israeli military court gave Ismail Jamous (25 years old) a sentence of 3 months in jail.
· On Monday 4th June, an Israeli military court gave Mohammed Salah Eriqat (16 years old) a sentence of 11 months in jail and a fine of 1000 shekels. 
· On Wednesday 27th June, an Israeli military court refused a request from Mo’atessem Bilal Dandan (already 14 months inside jail) to reduce his sentence.
· On Wednesday 27th June, the Israeli authorities allowed the families of the prisoners in Ofar prison to visit them. The visitors reported very bad treatment at the jail. They were made to wait for five hours in the sun before the authorities allowed them to visit, but they insisted on strip-searching everyone. People sent a complaint through the Red Cross about the bad treatment that they received during their visit.

Abu Dis Boys’ School 
Details of the attack by Israeli Border Police on boys inside Abu Dis Boys’ School on 14th February and the follow-up to this are available on the CADFA website www.camdenabudis.org
On Wednesday 30th May, the Israeli Human Rights centre told the head teacher of Abu Dis School that the police had stopped the investigation and closed the case without giving any details or any results of that investigation. The head teacher of the school wants to go to the court again and he has asked the human rights centre to take this case up again.  The ACRI human rights centre in Israel has taken it up and asked the Israeli authorities to release the files on the case. There was no movement during June.
The Israeli authorities sent a copy of the same letter dated 24th May to the CADFA co ordinator in Abu Dis but they sent it via the post, which is very disrupted in the West Bank, and it was received on 3ard of July.

Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular 
(1) to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the International Court of Justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152, occupation forces must not confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
(2) also to note the issues about the treatment of prisoners. In particular, the UN Convention against Torture, signed in 1984.  defines torture as "Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him …  information or a confession …. punishing him … intimidating or coercing him  ..."  This is currently being violated and is affecting many people in Abu Dis and Palestine, and we are calling for your help and support.
