  Monthly report on Israeli violations in Abu Dis,  February 2007.

The Israeli violations on the people in Abu Dis continued during February 2007. There were two people arrested from their houses and in February there was the case of al Aqsa Mosque again. The Israelis started to dig under the al Aqsa Mosque which is causing a serious danger for the building. In this report we will give some details about what is happening in Al Aqsa Mosque. Also in February, there was an attack on Abu Dis Boys’ School, and the Israeli soldiers continue to have checkpoints in and around Abu Dis.  In this report we will give details about the Israeli violations in February, as follows.

 Building the Wall & confiscating land
· With the continuance of confiscating and stealing the people’s lands in East Jerusalem, to build the Separation Wall,  the Israeli authorities confiscated seven donums of land owned by the Ayyad family near the old street to Kidar settlement east of Abu Dis. The Israelis started to use this land to get rid of sewage from the settlements which leads to serious damage for the land and indeed for the whole environment in this area. It is serious for the health of the people of East Jerusalem/

· Salah Ayyad, the owner of the land, put a complaint into an Israeli course, asking them to stop using the land for this and to return it back to him. It is worth noting that it is not the first time that this area has lost lands to Israel – even before the Israeli Wall. In 1983, the Israelis took land from the Bader family from Abu Dis and turned it into a place to throw their rubbish; and in 1985, a big part of the land was confiscated and they build Kidar on it.

Al- Aqsa Mosque
· On the 6th November, the Israeli authorities started to dig near Bab al Mugharba gate (near the Wailing Wall) under the Al Aqsa Mosque. They are destroying a very historic hill there and also destroying the road to the Al Aqsa Mosque through Bab al Mugharba. The Israeli authorities claimed they were rebuilding a wooden bridge that was built by the Occupation after 1967 to lead to the West Wall of the Al Aqsa Mosque, and it is also part of their plans to build a holy place for Jews near al Aqsa Mosque. The Israeli military authorities turned occupied Jerusalem into a military camp and refused to allow the Palestinians to reach the Al Aqsa Mosque. They did not allow men under 50 or women under 40 or anyone from the West Bank to arrive to the Al Aqsa Mosque to pray.

· The clashes that took place on the 9th February led to many injuries and many people were arrested as a result of the invasion of Al Aqsa Mosque by hundreds of Israeli soldiers. A woman called Yusra Mohammed Abul Rahman al Taweel, 60 years old, from Beit Hanina, died in Al Mukassed Hospital on 24th February, after she had been beaten by soldiers on 9th February. She was sent to the hospital on 9th February and she was in a coma till she died on 24th February. She was beaten on her head by Israeli soldiers when she was helping a young man when she was arrested on that day.

 The economic situation in Abu Dis 

· With the continuance of the siege which is in the occupied territories and the Palestinian territories for more than a year now, and in the same field, the Israeli municipality of Jerusalem started to send invoices to the people who live in Abu Mgheireh neighbourhood, between Abu Dis and East Sawahreh who have West Bank IDs. They asked them to pay taxes (“arnoona”) which is usually paid by people who have Jerusalem IDs or Israeli citizenship. These taxes are usually paid to the municipality for services from the municipality itself, but this neighbourhood has had special suffering since 1967 because Israel considers the lands and the houses as part of Jerusalem but not the owners and the people who live in these houses.  The Israelis forces the people to pay these taxes but since 1967, they have not been given any licence to build new houses as they do not allow people to build in Jerusalem areas.
· Aref il Aarej who lives in that area, 80 years old, who lives in that neighbourhood, received an invoice to pay 61000 shekels from an Israeli court in the middle of February, threatening him that if he did not pay this amount of money, he would be arrested, would stop these taxes or whether they would give him and his family the right to be a resident in Jerusalem and to give them access to the services that people get in Jerusalem, but he had not ever had a proper answer to his request. The last time, which was in 1993, he went to the Municipality and he asked them to delete the file for his house from the Municipality files. Since then, he had not received any thing from the Municipality until the middle of February when he received that invoice.
· Three of his sons also received invoices for their houses, one of them, Mohammad Aref, also received an invoice to pay 18,000 shekels for his house. He added that an Israeli court forced him to pay 68000 shekels in the year 2000 when he tried to add one room to his house – they stopped him and they fined him. It is worth noting that Aref il Aarej’s house was built in 1962, ie before the Occupation in 1967, and when the Israeli authority built the Wall in 2003, they cut his house off from Jerusalem, along with the whole neighbourhood.
Israeli violations at the checkpoints round Abu Dis
The Israelis have now sealed off Jerusalem very thoroughly and there are only two ways that people can go there by car, if they are allowed. The Palestinians are now using the word “ma’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe the huge checkpoints that are like international frontiers that are the ways through the Wall. For the people of Abu Dis, these two terminals are Azzayam, open to people with Jerusalem IDs, and Jabal al Zaytoun, open only to West Bankers – and only if they have permits to go to Jerusalem. (Note that most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have Jerusalem IDs)
· On Tuesday 6th February, the Israeli soldiers on Jabal al Zaytoun checkpoint refused to allow Dr Huda Hassan, the manager of the Faisal al Husseini Health Centre, to pass through the checkpoint to Jerusalem although she has the required permit to pass. That was when Dr Huda went to the checkpoint, and they said her fingerprint did not match on the machine which is at the checkpoint. Dr Huda said that she returned back the next day to the Civic Department and complained, and she said that it wasn’t acceptable to have a machine outside in the cold weather because the very cold weather affects the skin of people’s fingers.  
·  On Monday 12th February, an Israeli Border Police jeep made a check point on the main crossroads in Abu Dis which leads to the university, at 8pm in the evening. The soldiers stopped nearly thirty people and they asked for their IDs and ordered them all to stand next to the wall and they held them for two hours in a very humiliating situation. This also happened on Tuesday, 13th February.
· On Wednesday, 14th February  Ali Ayyad, a Council member from Abu Dis, went with his brothers to Jerusalem on Wednesday 14th February. They had been asked to go by the Israelis in order to discuss the future of the Cliff Hotel which the Israelis have taken over, and which is owned by the Ayyad family. At the checkpoint (or "terminal" as these big checkpoints are now called), Ali Ayyad was told to take off his clothes and made to sit on a wet, dirty chair in public for an hour. 
· Since the year 2000 Israel has refused to allow the people who have West Bank IDs, even if they have permits, to join Friday prayers in Al Aqsa Mosque. This policy also continued during February 2007.

Arresting and invading houses
During this month the Israeli authorities continued the policy of arresting people. There were many youths arrested in February and the Israeli soldiers together with the intelligence forces invaded many houses in Abu Dis, as listed below.
· On Monday 5th February,  the Israeli authorities arrested Farouq Halabiyeh, Hatham Lafee and Mustafa Hejazi after a big military force invaded their houses late in the night.
· On Tuesday 6th February, an Israeli military force invaded the house of Tha’er Rabiyeh and re-arrested him, a week after he had been released.
Attack on Abu Dis Boys’ School 
The Abu Dis Secondary School for Boys which has 465 students and 18 teachers has suffered since the end of the strike last October from very bad Israeli procedures. Each day, there is a violation against the school by the Israeli soldiers. An Israeli jeep has been stopping at the main gate of the school to frighten the children while they are entering the school each morning. They stop the children and search their bags. Even more than that, in the past the soldiers shot teargas inside the school. (All of this came on top of a very bad economic situation the teachers have suffered from; for nearly a year they did not receive a salary & even with all these promises from the PA nobody has given serious attention to their suffering). During the past 2 months, 17 school students have been arrested. Today, the number of Abu Dis students inside Israeli jails is 22, all of them from the 10th tel 12th grades. 
On 14th February, Israeli army burst into Abu Dis Secondary Boys’ School and attacked a number of children.  
Statement by Abdul Wahab Sabbah, Abu Dis, 14th February 2007 

I was rung at about 11 o’clock this morning by the head teacher of the Abu Dis Boys’ School who was asking for help as something very terrible was happening in his school. I got there as soon as I could and when I got to the school it was terrible, there was a real crisis. The school gate was broken, there were people from Abu Dis (parents) coming in, kids and teachers in crisis, the head teacher upset as he had rung the Palestinian Ministry of Education and was feeling blamed for not protecting his children.

I was told that a jeep full of Israeli soldiers (6 of them) had burst into the school. There is a guard at the school but he did not manage to stop them. The students were on break but they ran into their classrooms to hide. The soldiers went into one classroom after another (grades 7, 8 and 9) and started beating the boys. The teachers stood in front to try to protect the boys but the soldiers pushed them away. The soldiers hit the boys with batons . The boys put their hands over their heads to try and protect themselves and their hands got hit – they were badly hurt, we think that some of them have their hands broken.

Many of the students were beaten and hurt but 6 of them have serious injuries. Along with two people - a teacher from the school and the father of one of the children who had been beaten - I took these  boys in a Ford Transit to the Al Muqassed clinic, to see Dr Abdullah – an army jeep followed us the whole way.  

Dr Abdullah said that the boys needed an X ray which can’t be done in Abu Dis so he took them to Azariyeh – These are the boys he took with him:

Ahmed Khalid Mohsen (12 years old) (possibly 2 of his left fingers broken)

Abdul Rahim Ahmed Halabiye (14 years old) (beaten badly all over his body by three soldiers and his left elbow possibly broken)

Ahmed Mohammad Mahmoud Saireh (14 years old) (started this school 2 days ago) (his left hand possibly broken)

Mohammed Qasim Rabiye (15 years old) (his right side hurting near his kidneys, his right hand possibly broken)

Ali Yussuf Bader (14 years old) (his left hand possibly broken)

One more boy was scared and left the clinic.

I was told that everyone was scared as the Israeli soldiers had threatened to come back and repeat this beating.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
Following this incident, the head teacher of Abu Dis Boys’ School reported the incident straight away  to the Palestinian Ministry of Education, Jerusalem Suburbs Section in Ar Ram  by fax. Later in the week he also took a copy of his statement himself to the relevant part of the Ministry to find out what had happened 

The incident was reported on the same day to the Red Cross office in Abu Dis, as a way to communicate with officials

The CADFA co-ordinator in Abu Dis tried to report the incident straight away on Wednesday to an Israeli human rights organisation called Hamokad.  They appeared to have problems hearing or understanding him on the phone, so he tried elsewhere.

The CADFA co-ordinator in Abu Dis  then reported the incident straight away on Wednesday to a human rights organisation in Jerusalem called the Association for Civil Rights in Israel. 

After 2days, the  CADFA co-ordinator in Abu Dis also reported the incident also to the Israeli human rights organisation B’tselem who came to visit them and the boys’ school 

There is a lot of information and evidence in Abu Dis about this incident – X rays, medical reports, witness statements, signed and stamped statements from the school and from the clinic.   

It is worth noting how difficult it is for Palestinians to make complaints if things like this happen. They are living under a heavy military occupation.

 

 It is very hard to complain about the military to the military. 

 Palestinians have no faith in any notice being taken of any complaints 

 People in Abu Dis have experience of the problems that are made for people who do make complaints**. 

 There isn’t a Palestinian police presence in Abu Dis because it is an “area B” under the Oslo agreement and the Palestinian police are deployed only in “area A” (that is, the big Palestinian towns). (In fact, there was a Palestinian police station in nearby Azariyeh for some time but it was closed by Israeli order at the beginning of 2006 and they arrested the police who were there – releasing them only  when they guaranteed they would not return to the police station in Azariyeh) 

 The Israeli police station is in the Maale Adumim settlement – and it is not open to Palestinians to make a complaint like this. There is a checkpoint on the way to the settlement. No Palestinian is allowed to enter the settlement without a permit, and this can take months for a Palestinian to get. 

 The Association for Civil Rights in Israel  are working on a leaflet in Arabic to tell people who they can write to and what they can do if they need to make a complaint. This leaflet is not ready yet but they will send us a copy when it is finished. 

 

Prisoners’ affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of February 2007, there are 70 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 19 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  

·  Thursday 1st February the Israeli authorities released Salah Al Bow, after he had spent  15 months in the Israeli jails. Also on the same day, Thaer Rabiya was released, after he had spent 8 days in Israeli jails.
· On Saturday 17th February, an Israeli military court gave Hani Jaffal and Matassan Jamal Dandan to spend 14 months and to pay 3000 shekels. The same court ordered also for Ali Mohammed Mohsen to spend 11 months and to pay 3000 shekels.
· On Saturday 17th February, the Israeli authorities released Ismail Khalaf after he had spent 2 years and a half inside Israeli jails.
· On Tuesday, 20th February, an Israeli military force refused the request from the family of the prisoner Ibrahim Jaffal who had been given a sentence till next December. They had asked if they could pay money so their son could be released before next September.  Ibrahim, who had been arrested when he was  a student in the school, had managed to finish his towjehi in prison, and hoped to join university at the beginning of the new year.
Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular 
(1) to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the International Court of Justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152, occupation forces must not confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
(2) also to note the issues about the treatment of prisoners. In particular, the UN Convention against Torture, signed in 1984.  defines torture as "Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him …  information or a confession …. punishing him … intimidating or coercing him  ..."  This is currently being violated and is affecting many people in Abu Dis and Palestine, and we are calling for your help and support.
