Monthly report on Israeli violations in Abu Dis, September 2007.
The Israeli violations on the people in Abu Dis continued during last September, the start of the month of Ramadan. Israel closed Jerusalem off from the West Bank almost completely, specially on Fridays. Israel intensified the checkpoints in and around Abu Dis, while the suffocating economic crisis that the Palestinians suffer got worse. Also September witnessed the birth of a new child at the Bawabe checkpoint when the Israeli soldiers stopped a woman from Azariyeh from going to Al Muqassid Hospital.  
In this report we will give details about the Israeli violations in July and August, as follows.
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Building the Wall & confiscating land
· At the beginning of last month, the Israeli Supreme Court referred the file of the Wall around Abu Dis to the Defence Ministry for the second time, and the local councils of East Jerusalem sent an appeal to the Supreme Court about route of the Wall and the result of the Wall – isolating and confiscating land on the west and east of these towns.
· The Israeli paper Yedaoit Ahronat mentioned that settlers from Bethlehem at  the start of September  were celebrating the beginning work on a settlers’ road linking Atzion, Tokua and Abu Ghanim with Maale Adumim settlements. It is also worth mentioning that in 1967 the Israeli occupation authorities declared the eastern area of Bethlehem up to the Dead Sea as a closed military zone.
· The Israeli authorities closed the gap in the Wall in the area of Tal Adasi north of Beit Hanina where the Bedouin Qaabna family is living which close all the way s for the children of that familiy to get to Beit Hanina where they go to school. Also with this closure, al Qaabna family lost their opportunity to market their produce from their animals to the market which they depend on and lost their work in the area of Beit Hanina. 

· The Israel Organisational Council (organises land appropriation) made a decision together with the interior officer in Beit Eel  not to allow the people in the Palestinian villages to enlarge the areas of the villages although there is a real need for the villages to build because of the population increase. It is worth mentioning that the Israeli authorities are still using the British law of agricultural areas, which did not allow the Palestinians to build on the areas that the British had allocated as agricultural lands.

· The Israeli authorities destroyed five houses belonging to the Bedouin of Arab Abu Dahouk near Anatta to open a new settler road and a security road for the Wall. That came when a huge military force together with bulldozers belonging to the Israeli army came to this area and ordered the Bedouin who live there to leave their houses and to leave this land and to go away from the security road and the settlers’ road. That was not the first time that the Israeli authority had attacked the Bedouin in the areas of east and north Jerusalem, and now the Israeli authorities are working in an area east of Abu Dis to gather all the Bedouin on it. The Israeli army machines destroyed five Bedouins encampments in the area, asking them to move away from the security and settlement roads. This was not the first time that the Occupation authorities had attacked these Bedouin encampments in east and north Jerusalem. Israel is trying to gather the Bedouin in an area east of Abu Dis, to limit their presence which extends up to the Jordan Valley. 
 The economic situation in Abu Dis 

·  With the beginning of Ramadan, the economic crisis which the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip suffered from, appeared   bigger than before, specially with the high prices for the basic needs, particularly food. The Fatah group of members in the parliament  sent an official complaint to the Palestinian ministers asking the Minister council to make an investigation about the high cost of living at the time when the Palestinian people suffered from the siege and the closures. The Fateh group in Parliament created a special committee to follow this case and to write a report about it to the Palestinian government.
· The government schools in the West Bank started the new school year with a one-day strike, calling the new government to give them their missing salary from last year, which the government had promised to give them but still till now had not managed to do.

Israeli pass laws and the issue of Jerusalem citizenship
Following a recommendation made in 1973 by Golda Meir’s Israeli Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem, different Israeli governments have worked  to reduce the percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to under 22%. This has led to many different policies that have made great pressure on Palestinians in Jerusalem, and many thousands of people having their Jerusalem IDs taken from them. Five thousand families in Jerusalem have lost their IDs since 1973 The pressure has been increasing. During just the past year (2006), 1,363 Jerusalem residents lost their Jerusalem IDs (from Israeli Interior Ministry) This came after Israel had separated Jerusalem completely from its suburbs. Many people who have Jerusalem IDs, and many families who have mixed IDs live in these suburbs. (Note that most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have Jerusalem IDs)  
Recently the Israeli authorities started to open the files of Palestinian women who have Jerusalem IDs and are married to Palestinian men who hold West Bank IDs. They have questioned the payments of health insurance to them and their children and threatened to take their Jerusalem IDs. Already the process of taking some of their Jerusalem IDs has begun. 
Israeli violations at the checkpoints round Abu Dis
Since the Israelis started to build the Separation Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal off Jerusalem very thoroughly and now there are only two ways that people can go there by car, if they are allowed. The Palestinians are now using the word “ma’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe the huge checkpoints that are like international frontiers that are the ways through the Wall. For the people of Abu Dis, these two terminals are Azzayam, open to people with Jerusalem IDs, and Jabal al Zaytoun, open only to West Bankers – and only if they have permits to go to Jerusalem.
· On Saturday 1st September, an Israeli Border Police jeep made a checkpoint at about 9 o’clock in the evening on the west side of Abu Dis near the Wall. The soldiers stopped many cars and all the people who crossed the main road, and checked their IDs and they ordered dozens of young people to stand against the wall for hours.  They were subjected to humiliating searches and bad treatment by the soldiers at the checkpoint.
· On Thursday 6th September, the Israeli authorities admitted that a Palestinian woman gave birth in an Israeli military checkpoint, after the soldiers refused to allow her to enter Jerusalem. Wadyan Abu Rumi went to the checkpoint called Al-Bawabe in Azariyeh on Thursday evening while she was in labour and the soldiers refused to allow her to reach Al Muqassed Hospital. Wadyan Abu Rumi said that she had to wait for more than half an hour in strong labour but then started to give birth. She added that the soldiers at the checkpoint did not believe her and they sent her to a woman soldier to check if she was really about to have a baby. She said that the woman soldier started to make some phone calls and she brought medical equipment and on the telephone she started to give Wadyan instructions. Finally she had to have her baby at the checkpoint and when the baby was born, they moved her to the hospital.
· On Wednesday 12th September, the Israeli authorities announced a complete closure on the West Bank and Gaza Strip for the Jewish festivals. According to that closure, none of the Palestinians was allowed to enter Jerusalem, even the people who had permits. There were extra flying checkpoints on the roads between the Palestinian cities. That closure remained until Sunday 16th September, which was the beginning of Ramadan, which made it very hard for the people, specially the people of East Jerusalem to move on the outside roads reaching Ramallah and Bethlehem.

· On Friday 14th September, the Israeli authorities made Jerusalem like a military base. They cut all the roads and the gaps for the Palestinians who wanted to pray in Al Aqsa Mosque. There were thousands of policemen and Israeli border police on the streets in East Jerusalem, and on the three terminals around the city, while tens of thousands of Palestinians gathered around the checkpoints and terminals, trying to enter. The Israeli authorities announced that they would allow men over 50 years and women over 40 years to enter the city without any need for a permit. But when they tried, many people were turned back for “security reasons.”
· On Sunday 16th September, an Israeli Border Police jeep made a checkpoint near Abu Dis Youth Club in the evening. The soldiers stopped many people and asked for their IDs.  They took two children into their jeep - Fayiz Abu Hilal (15 years) and Mahmoud Fayiz Jaffal (16 years) – and there they beat them before they released them.     

· They also stopped a bus holding a football team going from Al Bireh to Bethlehem and arrested a young man from it.
· On Wednesday 19th September, the Israeli authorities announced a complete closure on the West Bank and Gaza Strip for more Jewish festivals. It was a full siege. No one from the West Bank was allowed to enter Jerusalem at all.  On Friday 21st September, inside Jerusalem, only men over 50 and women  over 35 were allowed to go to the Al Aqsa Mosque to pray. Tens of thousands of Palestinians from the West Bank had their Friday prayers at the checkpoints and terminals around Jerusalem. Israeli soldiers shot teargas against the people gathering trying to enter Jerusalem at Qalandia and Al- Zeituneh.
· On Saturday 22nd September, UNWRA in Jerusalem announced that the Israeli authorities had refused to allow hundreds of its employees from the West Bank to go into their work in the city. The UNWRA made a press statement pointing that they had an agreement with the Israeli side saying that their employees had the special right to enter even during the closures. This announcement came after the Israeli soldiers held hundreds of the employees – including doctors – for long hours while they were trying to reach Jerusalem and then returned them all back home because of the closure.

· On Sunday 23rd September, an Israeli Border Police jeep made a checkpoint near Abu Dis Youth Club in the evening. The soldiers chased a group of youths who were going to the Club and threw tear gas and sound bombs. Students from the University reported that one of them was badly hurt when the soldiers captured and beat him.

· On Wednesday 26th September the Israeli authorities announced a complete closure on the West Bank and Gaza Strip for more Jewish festivals. It was a full siege as before.
· On Friday 28th September, hundreds of thousands of Palestinians gathered around the checkpoints and the terminals hoping to reach Al Aqsa Mosque and to pray there, on the seventh anniversary of the second intifada (the Al Aqsa intifada). This was at the time when Israel made the city like a military base, full of thousands of soldiers and Border Police on the main streets and around Al Aqsa Mosque. Not many people were lucky enough to reach and pray in Al Aqsa Mosque.

· On Saturday 29th September, the Israeli police at the Container checkpoint held the Minister of Prisoners Ashraf al Ajami and his guards while he was travelling to Bethlehem. They held him for hours. Soldiers treated him and the people with him in a bad and rude way, even though they had his ID and they knew he was a minister in the government.

 *flying checkpoint = a checkpoint that is not there permanently

Arresting and invading houses
During this month the Israeli authorities continued the policy of arresting people. There were several arrests when the Israeli soldiers together with the intelligence forces invaded student residences in Abu Dis.
·  On Sunday 23rd September, an Israeli military force invaded student  residences that belong  to the Al Quds University, late in the night, near the youth club. They arrested four students from the University, who came originally from Jenin. In the morning, they released three of them but sent one young man to investigation.
Prisoners’ affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of September 2007, there are 73 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 26 children from Abu Dis schools, and a young woman of 21  (Rowan Thawabteh) who was arrested at the age of 16 and is still in jail. 
There is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

·  On Sunday 2nd September, the Israeli military court in Orfa postponed the case of Mohammad Yassar Mohsen till the middle of next December. Mohammad (15 years old) was arrested at the beginning of last May, was beaten and seriously hurt and after being taken to the Israeli hospital in Jerusalem for a day was sent back home. He is still at home waiting for his court case.
· On Wednesday 5th September, Orfa military court gave a sentence of 19 months and 3000 shekels to Hassan Sabri Bader who was arrested in December 2006 (when he was 16)  when he was a student in the eleventh grade in Abu Dis Boys’ School.
· On Tuesday 11th September, the Israeli military court in Orfa   extended the detention orders of Sufian Abu Hillal (23), Mohammad Nasser (19) and Samih Jaffal (16) till the middle of November after the police presented the list of charges against them.  These three young men were arrested at the beginning of August and are all in prison now.

· On Sunday 16th September, Mohammad Ali Mohsen was released after he spent eleven months and paid three thousand shekels. He was arrested in November 2006 when he was 14 and he was in the 9th grade in Abu Dis Boys’ School.

· On Sunday 23rd September, Mohammad Assad E’beydat (29) was released from Israeli jails after spending four and a half years in different jails. It is worth mentioning that Mohammad also spent five and a half years in jail following a previous arrest, so he has spent ten years in jail.
· On Sunday 30th September, there was a demonstration in Salah al-Din Street in Jerusalem for the families of the prisoners in Jerusalem, to protest against the fact that when prisoners are released (as was planned for the 2nd of October), the Israeli authorities refused to include release of prisoners from Occupied Jerusalem or the suburbs.  (This way of dividing West Bank people and Jerusalem people has been felt since the signing of the Oslo Agreements in 1993)
Abu Dis Boys’ School 

Details of the attack by Israeli Border Police on boys inside Abu Dis Boys’ School on 14th February and the follow-up to this are available on the CADFA website www.camdenabudis.net
We haven’t received any response or information from the Israeli side about reopening the investigation in the case since the Abu Dis School Head teacher asked for the enquiry to be reopened in the middle of last May. The Israeli Human Rights Centre ACRI is still working on the case.  

Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements.  There is helpful information on these agreements at the following United Nations site:

http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm 

Some important agreements and decisions.

1. The International Court of Justice asked Israel to stop work on the  Separation Wall in the Palestinian occupied territories including East Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all the bits that are already built and to delete all the laws and decisions which the Israeli government had made in creating it (Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 – Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
2.  There are many international agreements against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.  Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights   (1976) reads:  No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.”   The UN Convention against Torture, signed in 1984, which defines torture as "Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him …  information or a confession …. punishing him … intimidating or coercing him  ..."      
3. According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152, occupation forces must not confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  
4. Israel is a signatory to the undertaking   “ to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.”  (International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 2)
5. The same international agreement states that  “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation… Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks”
The people of Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of these agreements and decisions and call on the international community to guarantee their human rights and their rights under international humanitarian law.

 

