Monthly report on Israeli violations  in Abu Dis  – October 2006
The Israeli army continued its violations against human rights in the Palestinian territories in general and in East Jerusalem and Abu Dis in particular.   This month included Ramadan, and the suffering of the people increased, since the Israeli authorities continued their policies against the Palestinians. There was very heave traffic at the checkpoints around East Jerusalem, especially in the afternoon period, and the people were not allowed to reach the holy places in Jerusalem to pray. All this came with the continuance of the economic siege on Palestine which Israel together with the Western countries and some of the Arab countries continued for the eighth month.

Invading houses and arresting continued in this month. There were seven young men arrested in Abu Dis. Also the soldiers invaded seven houses and one pool club and also stopped people inside Abu Dis and beat people and humiliated them. There were three young men in Abu Dis injured while trying to go to Al-Aqsa Mosque.

This report will give details of the Israeli violations in the area during October 2006.

The Wall:  building the Wall and confiscating lands

The Israeli authority is still working on the East side of the Wall which will surround the East Jerusalem towns. And also since last month they have been working on a plan which will create a new road which will connect Bethany (Al Azariyeh) and Anatta in the north through tunnels which will come under Azzayem town. Through that clearly the East Jerusalem towns will lose any direct connections with its east lands reaching Jericho, after the Israelis finish the Wall near Maale Adumim.

This Israeli policy which is putting facts on the ground will destroy any dream for a Palestinian future independent country.

Also this month was the season of picking olives and the people in this area had great difficulties in reaching their trees, specially in the area of Khalit Abed, whose owners were not given the right to reach it after it came on the west side of the Wall. 
Also in the East Jerusalem towns there is no olive press and the nearest one is in Bethelehem and at the Container checkpoint which is between Bethlehem and the East Jerusalem towns, people are not allowed to pass in their own cars. So in this hard economic situation, people here have to pay for commercial cars to take their produce to Bethlehem, which means that many of them stay one whole night in Bethlehem working at the olive press before they look for find suitable transportation to return back.
The economic situation in Abu Dis 
This month, and after Ramadan, there was Eid al Fitr, which used to be in the past a very special festival day for the Muslims and the Palestinians, but according to the very bad economic situation and the continuance of the siege in the Palestinian areas, it was very hard for the people to enjoy Eid as usual. Together the people here managed to make it easier through their support to each other.
In this field also, the people from Abu Dis managed to come together for an open meeting, talking about the future of the schools and the children in Abu Dis, (following the strike that had lasted since the beginning of September – see last report).  They set up a local committee to find some solution for the schools, and they had an announcement asking the teachers and the students to return back to their schools and to start education again in Abu Dis. For that, also together, they reached an agreement to have a special donation box which is inside the mosques in Abu Dis to try to raise funds for the teachers’ salaries. They have managed to fund the basic needs for the schools through a donation from the Water Society in Abu Dis.
At this point, there is no sign of a solution to the Palestinian economic problems and the Israeli authorities have increased the pressure against the Palestinians in general. This has reached a very serious situation, especially since the Israelis decided to invade the Gaza Strip, which will make the situation very complicated for the Palestinians
 Violations at the checkpoints around Abu Dis 
The Israeli authorities increased their terrible procedures on the people in the checkpoints around the East Jerusalem towns during Ramadan, and it was very clear on Fridays each week. Friday prayer in Al Aqsa mosque is the most important thing for Muslims in general and people from all around the world usually look forward to praying, specially in Ramadan, in Al Aqsa Mosque which is the second most holy place for the Muslims all around the world. For a long time, the Palestinians used to have their prayer in Al Aqsa Mosque. But this year was the first year that Israelis closed all the ways to Jerusalem and finished the Wall on all sides. In past years, people used to go around the checkpoints to Jerusalem, but this year they don’t have that ability and can only go through the three main checkpoints

On 6th October, the first Friday in Ramadan, there were thousands of people who came together to Azzayem checkpoint hoping they could pass to the city. The Israeli authorities did not allow them to enter, except some women over 40 years old. Some older women were also turned back, for example on the grounds that there was someone in their family in prison. Also the soldiers at the checkpoint threw tear gas bombs at the people who were gathering and trying to enter, and they told them over loudspeakers to return back
These procedures continued over the following two Fridays. The people tried to reach Al Aqsa Mosque but they faced the same problem – there was no opportunity for them to enter, and many of them had to pray at the checkpoints. On the last Friday, which was on 20th October, there were hundreds of thousands of people from all around the West Bank who came to the three main checkpoints around Jerusalem, and there were hundreds of men who tried to climb the Wall in its different sectors. In Abu Dis, some young men tried to climb the Wall and two men fell down from the Wall after the soldiers attacked them with tear gas from the west side. Their names are Eid Bahar and Abdul Rahman  Ereibeh. Eid broke both his legs and Abdul Rahman his right leg. There were also many other people injured as a result of the tear gas and sound bombs, specially as many of them were fasting.
Since Abu Dis is a university town and there are nearly 10,000 students in the university who end their university week on Wednesday and return back to their cities and towns at the end of the day, in Ramadan the ways to reach Jerusalem towns were very crowded because of the checkpoints. Most of the students had their meal at the end of the day at the checkpoints, and others left their transportation and went walking around the checkpoints, on the valleys and the hills around, for distances of several kilometres, specially at the Container and Jaba’a checkpoints. A visitor from Camden talked about her personal experience at Jaba’a checkpoint…

A quick view of checkpoints does not give the whole picture. I think you need to experience the unreliability of travel on a regular basis to understand what the picture of closure means to the people here.  Every journey is an anxiety, never sure when your car will be stopped and unable to go to your destination. Every appointment in another town adds stress, bit by bit but very real, until people voluntarily cut their own travelling to become house prisoners in their own towns.

Abu Dis and Ramallah are not very far apart, but the road between them is really long now as the Jerusalem connection has been cut by the wall. From Ramallah, you go south on a bumpy rutted road to Qalandia, where the checkpoint has become like an international border crossing – and the road is appalling. You turn left along the path of the wall as if going to Jericho, and down to join a road that goes first east for miles towards the settlement of Maale Adumim (east of Abu Dis) and then climbs up west again to Azariyeh – and then either down and up the steep valley between Azariyeh and Abu Dis, or up into Azariyeh until again you meet the Wall that closes the road, and then turn left along that… It is always a difficult journey, and much longer than it needs to be.

But in Ramadan, it became horrendous. Returning from Abu Dis, the Israelis started to impose a checkpoint at Hezma near Jaba’a  and hold up the service taxis on a regular basis. Sometimes they shut the checkpoint to traffic altogether. Often on a Wednesday afternoon in the height of the traffic, it became nearly impossible to get a service taxi to Ramallah – they all stopped early and you had to change. 

I discovered why on one Wednesday afternoon when we didn’t even reach the main Jericho-Ramallah road because all the traffic had ground to a halt.  The Israelis had shut the checkpoint some time beforet. There was traffic stretching in all directions as far as the eye could see. Service taxis were giving up and going back the way they had come. Carloads of people were getting out of them. 

The only way to get back to Ramallah was to get out of the car and walk along the road, through a jaggy hole in a fence and down a rocky path to the nearest village.  I was with a two women and a tiny baby and this was really difficult for them. Someone else from the service taxi was very upset, as what confronted him that evening was a long, long journey to Jenin – not so many miles, but many checkpoints, and if they had started to be bad now, they were likely to be bad all the way north. Like everyone else around, he was fasting; this was not only worrying but difficult for him.

We managed to find a car (taxi) in the village to take us on a long, loopy road around the checkpoint. Then another car, and then another - What a nuisance.  But we ended up on the other side of the checkpoint – and eventually – so tired I could hardly stand up – I got to Ramallah. The Israelis must know this is possible, which shows that the checkpoints are not about security, and closing them does not always stop people travelling completely. It is just a way to reduce a people to exhaustion – so many people so tired they can hardly stand up; so many people with small babies in tears and families anxious and cutting their travelling to become a different kind of prisoner.

Arrests and invasions of houses

Throughout October, the Israeli authorities continued their policy of arresting and invading houses together with the Israeli intelligence, and most of these took place on the night of the Eid and on the Eid day. Also they continued to invade many houses in Abu Dis. Also the soldiers caused a lot of trouble for the fasting people, specially during the night. In this month there were many cases of sudden (flying) checkpoints at the morning al-fajjar prayer in Abu Dis mosque.

In this report we try to put light on the case of Ras al Aqub neighbourhood west of Abu Dis because people there are facing a hard time and misery from the Israeli soldiers since 2001, which is the year that the Israeli army took a house there and turned it into a military camp. And also their misery increased after Israel built the Wall that confiscated their agricultural land in nearby Khalit Abed,. Since then, the clashes between the youths and the soldiers have focused in that area. The youths throw stones and molotovs from that area towards the military camp, and the soldiers respond with bullets and tear gas towards the whole neighbourhood, which leads in many cases to injure people and invaded houses and lock people inside it.  The clashes increased in Ramadan in that location and on many occasions the Israeli army entered the house of Mohammed Abu Alaz (Abu Yussuf). Abu Yussuf said that he one time previously he had been injured at the door of his house with a rock on his leg which had broken his right leg and he had spent four months in his bed. In another incident, the soldiers threw two tear gas bombs inside his house which also affected his children. He added that usually since the beginning of this Ramadan in the night, the soldiers used to hide around his house and inside his house, aiming to catch some of the youths, and they did not allow his family to go out. They stood actually at his door, refusing to let people in or out of the house.
· On Tuesday the 3rd October, an Israeli military jeep came to the pool club on the way to the university at 8 o’clock in the evening, and they held everybody inside and took their IDs and gave a military order to Ahmed Ghadi Qureia to come to the military department in Maale Adumim to meet the military intelligence officer.

· On Wednesday the 4th October,  an Israeli invaded the house of Leith Salameh Jaffal, which is in Arras neighbourhood, at nearly 2 o’clock in the morning, and they arrested him. Note that Leith had been told by the Israeli officer intelligence that he was not allowed to go to the Al Quds University which is his university, and he is expected to finish his education this year. And there were many students from the university who have been asked not to go to the university.

· On Monday the 9th October, Israeli soldiers asked the market in the university street and in Abu Dis main street to close because there were stones thrown at one of the military jeeps on that street. It is worth mentioning that that collective punishment is usually used by the soldiers in Abu Dis, specially in the evening period. 
· On Wednesday the 12th October, Mohanned Al Ayam was arrested from his house in the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis
· On Wednesday the 12th October, Israeli military jeep arrested Ahmed Mohammad Abu Hilal at a late hour in the night. The soldiers beat him and they released him after an hour.

· On Thursday 19th October, an Israeli military jeep kidnapped two children, Ahmed Jameel Dandan (14) and Mohammed Fajari (14), while they were playing football near the wall. The soldiers put them inside the jeep and they beat them and they released them after four hours.
· On Friday 20th October,  Muntassar Mohsen was stopped in Jerusalem while he was trying to enter Al Aqsa Mosque, by Israeli soldiers and they beat him, breaking his leg, because he entered the city without a permit, as they said.

· On the 21st October, Hussein Hamdan Halabiye and Amjad Othman Bader were forced to clean an Israeli jeep after the soldiers stopped them on the main street in Abu Dis. They were released after that.
· On the 22nd October, an Israeli force with an intelligence officer invaded the houses of Sherif Mohsen in Arras neighbourhood, and they arrested his son Dawood, and Adel Salah’s house and Mahmoud Salah’s house in the same area, and Bakr Sakr’s house; but they did not find them in their houses – this was the Eid night .
· On the 23rd October, which is the Eid day, Hamzi Salah and Mohammed Salah and Ramzi Salah and Bakr Salah were arrested while they were hiding in a house in the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis.

· On Saturday 28th October, two boys,  Ahmed Salim Jaffal (13) and Nizar Said Keabnah (13) were on the roof of Ahmed’s house when an Israeli military jeep passed along the nearby street. The soldiers ordered the boys to come down and they put them both in the jeep and accused them of being a watch out for people who throw stones. They beat them and released them after that.

Prisoners
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of October 2006, there are 58 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 11 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  
· On the 1st October, Ali Ahmed Rizak Rabiya was released after he finished 9 months in Nafhah jail.
· On the 2nd October, Imran Warad, Ali Jammous were released after they had spent three months in administrative detention (with no trial)

· On the 3rd October, the Israeli authorities released the child Abdullah Abu Spittan, after he finished a period of two years in jail
· On the 8th October, Ayman Salameh Jaffal was released after he had finished 11 months in jail

· On the 8th October, Khalil Mahmoud Mohsen was released and his suffering ended after he had spent 12 years as a wanted person. Through this period, he spent 4 years inside the Palestinian Authority jails because they accused him of being a member Islamic Jihad.  Khalil was wounded with a gunshot in his leg when the Israelis arrested him in Yatta a village south of Hebron and he spent 20 months inside Israeli jails

· On the 11th October, Laith Salameh Jaffal was released from the Maale Adumim police station without any charge.
· On 20th October, an Israeli military court gave Mousa Eriqat 23 months. Mousa had been arrested 20 months previously.
· On 26th October, the management of the Israeli prisons refused to allow the relatives of the prisoners to visit their sons in the Israeli jails after they reached the prisons, a day which had been organised with the Red Cross. That came after the prison management claimed that one of the visitors tried to send illegal material to the prisoners inside. It is worth mentioning here that Abu Dis prisoners are inside 10 different Israeli jails all over historical Palestinian (Israel)

· On the 30th October, Farouq Halabiye was released after he spent 6 months in al Nagab jail.

Conclusions and recommendations
We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the international court of justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.
According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152 says that there is no right for occupation forces to confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
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