Monthly report on Israeli violations in Abu Dis, November 2007.
The Israeli violations on the people in Abu Dis continued during last November. During this month, there were six people arrested from Abu Dis: two school students from Abu Dis Boys’ School and a teacher from the Arab Institute School, a lawyer, a student from Al Quds University and another young man from Abu Dis.

 This month, the issue of Palestinian prisoners was a central issue after the Israeli government announced that they would release 450 Palestinian prisoners following the Annapolis Conference. But at the same time, the Israeli Human Rights Centre reported that Israel had arrested 600 prisoners during November. Also in the month, the case of the Israeli confiscation of land belonging to people from East Jerusalem is still developing.

In this report, we will give details about the Israeli violations in November, as follows.
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Building the Wall & confiscating land
The town councils of Abu Dis and Sawahreh presented a legal appeal to the Israeli Central Court against the decision to confiscate land under the military order 07.17.T, with the help of a group of lawyers, The citizens had presented the papers and proofs of their ownership of lands on the east of the towns that had been mentioned in the land confiscation order published on 24th September and delivered to the town councils on the 13th October. This rules that 1128 donums of land would be taken to enable the extension of the settlement project E1, built on the lands of the towns of East Jerusalem.

Bassam Baher, a lawyer and member of the town council of Abu Dis, informed us that they had referred the case of the land confiscation to the Israeli lawyer Shlomo Laker, and the families had presented all the proofs needed and the papers for the appeal had been sent to the court. But the date for the court had not been set. And he added that the Israeli Civil Department was supposed to do a tour of the land to be confiscated, together with the town lawyer Shlomo Laker and members of the town council and the landowners, so that the council could establish the limits of the land to be taken from Abu Dis. That had not yet happened, although there had been a visit of people from five European consulates to Abu Dis to learn about the situation of the town and the damage that had been caused because of the building of the Wall, and this delegation had toured around different places where the Wall had been built and places on the east of the town, together with Abu Dis councillors.

· There is further detail about recent land confiscations this month in the CADFA press releases on the website http://www.camdenabudis.net/docs/CADFA%20Press%20Release%2014-10-07.doc   
· There is more information about the E1 project on the website http://www.camdenabudis.net/settlements.html
· There is more information about the current situation of Jerusalem in a useful UN report “The Humanitarian Impact on Palestinians of Israeli Settlements and Other Infrastructure in the West Bank” (July 2007)   http://www.ochaopt.org/?module=displaysection&section_id=1&format=html 
 The economic situation in Abu Dis 
The Palestinian Statistical Centre published a detailed report about the inflation in the prices of basic materials in the Palestinian occupied territories. The report mentioned that the prices had gone up 29% by the middle of last month in comparison with September 2000. The report added that there was a clear price difference between Jerusalem and suburbs and the rest of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The workers in different sectors continued to protest, calling for good salaries and good conditions of work. The employees in an old people’s home in Azariyeh started an open strike at the beginning of November, against the low salaries that they had and the fact that management had put an end to annual increments since 1996.

For workers in the UNRWA schools, health centres etc, the situation was made even worse by the fact that they were being paid in Jordanian dinars, and the dinar fell against the shekel, meaning that they were getting a pay cut. On 1st November, the workers in UNRWA started to protest, and the protests escalated until they reached the employed in all the different UNWRA workplaces. In the schools, including the UNRWA school in Abu Dis, the protest started with an hour’s work stoppage each day; this went on for ten days and after that, till the end of November, they struck for half a day each day. As for the government schools, the problem is still continuing: teachers made a one-day strike on Monday 12th November, calling for the back pay that they government owes them.
Israeli violations at the checkpoints round Abu Dis
Since the Israelis started to build the Separation Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal off Jerusalem very thoroughly from its suburb, and they have made special "terminals*" for people to go through to get into the city. For the towns on the east of Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities built a terminal in a place between the Mount of Olives and the town of Aizariyeh to allow people carrying West Bank passes and who have also got a permit, following very long and complicated procedures, specially now they use finger prints as well as permits. And at al-Zayem on the Jerusalem road leading to the settlement of Maale Adumim, they have put a checkpoint that can only be used by people with Jerusalem passes.  In this part of the report we will record the Israeli violations at the the checkpoints in the Wall in the area round East Jerusalem.
 
(*Note - The Palestinians are now using the word “mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe the huge checkpoints, like international frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall. )
.
· On Thursday 8th November, the Israeli border police made a military checkpoint at the Al Quds University crossroads and stopped tens of young people and University students and checked on their passes.

· On Thuesday 13th November, the Israeli border police made a military checkpoint at the Abu Dis sports Club. They forced the shop owners to close their shops, shutting people in their shops.

· On Monday 26th November, a checkpoint was set up on the road which leads to East Jerusalem and people were forbidden from going to these places. Someone who was at the Qalandia and Jabaa checkpoints said that they saw thousands f people coming to the checkpoints trying to pass between Abu Dis and Ramallah to reach their workplace or places of study; people spent long hours waiting and even ambulances were not allowed to travel.

· On Tuesday 27th November, the Israeli authorities increased their procedures at the checkpoints across the West Bank generally and in particular at the checkpoints around Jerusalem and they did not allow people carrying permits to go into Jerusalem to enter the city.

Arresting and invading houses
During this month the Israeli authorities continued the policy of arresting people. There were several arrests when the Israeli soldiers together with the intelligence forces invaded student residences in Abu Dis.

· On Friday 2nd November, Israeli border police force arrested Amin Mohammed Halabiyeh while he was in Jerusalem, and they took him to Al Muskobiyeh for interrogation. Up to now there is no news about charges. Ameen holds a Jerusalem ID.
· On Sunday 11th November, late in the night, an Israeli border police force invaded the house of Abed Mahmoud Rabeya who is a lawyer. The soldiers searched the house and left without giving any reason. The next night, they returned and arrested Abed.

· On Wednesday 14th November, early in the morning, Ibraheem Ali Eriqat, 16 years old, was arrested from his house after the Israeli soldiers invaded his house. Ibraheem is a student in Abu Dis Boys’ School in the tenth grade.

· On Monday 19th November, late in the night, an Israeli border police force invaded the house of Mohammed al-Sarahneh and arrested him. Mohammed is a maths teacher in the Arab Institute and the second maths teacher arrested from the same school. Hamed Elyan, the other maths teacher from the same school, has been in Israeli jail since last August.

· On Monday 19th November, an Israeli border police force invaded a student hostel with students from Al Quds University. The soldiers searched the house and arrested a student called Emad Abu Huash.

· On Tuesday 27th November, Ahmed Hussny Awad, 18 years old, was arrested from his house after an Israeli border police force invaded his house late in the night. Ahmed is a student in Abu Dis Boys’ School in the twelfth grade. This brings the number of prisoners in that school to 22 children.
Prisoners’ affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of November 2007, there are 75 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 22 children from Abu Dis schools and more young people who were arrested while they were at school but are now over 18.  
There is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
Many of these people have suggered bad treatment, torture, forced confessions, imprisonment without trial. There is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
·  On Tuesday 13th November, Saed Khalaf Lafee was released from Israeli prison after spending 4 months in administrative detention. 
· On Wednesday, 21st November, Hani Taleb Jaffal and Moatassem Jamal Dandan were released after spending 13 months and paying 3000 NIS fine each.

· On Sunday 25th November, Rawan Thawabteh* was released after she had spent four years inside Israeli prisons.

· On Wednesday 21st of November, the parents of the prisoners Mustafa Emad Hejazee and Abdullah Abu Sbitany were not allowed to visit them in Awfar Prison although the two families had permits to visit.

· On Wednesday the 21st of November, the management of Awfar Prison refugsed to allow Jameel Nasser Dandan, 9 years old, to visit his uncle Ahmed Jameel Dandan. He had a permit, and it is worth noting that this child was the only one from the family who was allowed to have a permit.

· Mohammed Saleh Mohsen (now in his late twenties) is now spending his 13th year inside Israeli jail. About eight months ago, his family discovered that he had health problems: his mother tried to hand him a picture of his two brothers, and his hand was shaking so much that he couldn’t manage to hold the photo in his hands. Then he told his mother that the Israelis had recently been taking him to the hospital where he was being given medicine, but no one had told him what was wrong with him. He had also lost a lot of weight.

His father said that up to now, his family knows that Mohammed is ill and that he is being taken every week to the hospital but they have not told the family what is wrong.  
His family members have been denied permits to visit him from last August, and his father added that the Red Cross had iven them a permit for Hesham, Mohammed’s brother, once Hesham has left to Germany to study for six months. The family say it is not practical for Hesham to return from Germany to visit Mohammed, and even if he did, they would be scared that he would not be allowed to leave and continue his studies again.
· On Wednesday the 21st November, the management of Awfar Jail refused to hand over belongings and clothing that the prisoners’ families had brought for the prisoners. The prisoners communicated by phone with their families and told them that the management of the prison was holding their belongings and had told them that they would only give them to them after five days.

* For more information about Rawan Thawabteh and her imprisonment, please see http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html - look down the page or search on the CADFA website for Rawan. 
Abu Dis Boys’ School 

We haven’t received any response or information from the Israeli side about reopening the investigation in the case since the Abu Dis School Head teacher asked for the enquiry to be reopened in the middle of last May. The Israeli Human Rights Centre ACRI is still working on the case.

Details of the attack by Israeli Border Police on boys inside Abu Dis Boys’ School on 14th February and the follow-up to this are available on the CADFA website www.camdenabudis.net
Conclusions and recommendations

There is helpful information on human rights and international humanitarian law at the following United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/InternationalLaw.aspx
Some important agreements and decisions which the Israeli occupying power are violating in their treatment of the Palestinian people are:

1. The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel to stop work on the  Separation Wall in the Palestinian occupied territories including East Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all the bits that are already built and to delete all the laws and decisions which the Israeli government had made in creating it (Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 – Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
2. Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.  Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights   (1976) reads:  No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.”   The UN Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.  
3. Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152, occupation forces must not confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  
4. Equal treatment of people (note the unequal treatment of people through the permit system and pressure on people around Jerusalem)

Israel is a signatory to the undertaking   “ to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.”  (International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 2, paragraph 1, signed 1966, in effect from 1976)
5. Right to family life

The same international agreement states that  “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation… Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks”
This month’s report shows that the people of Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of these agreements and decisions.  We call on the international community and all the supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations and to guarantee their human rights and their rights under international humanitarian law.

