Monthly report on Israeli violations in Abu Dis,  May 2007.

The Israeli violations on the people in Abu Dis continued during May 2007. There were invasions of houses and arrests during the night.  Two students   from Abu Dis Boys’ School were arrested from their houses which appeared to continue the Israeli attacks against Abu Dis Boys’ School.  This month, the Israeli police closed the investigation of the case attack in Abu Dis Boys’ School on 14th February without reaching any results. Also in the past month, there were a number of cases of violation by Israeli soldiers against people on the streets of Abu Dis. The economic siege on the Palestinian people continued for the fifteenth month. In this report we will give details about the Israeli violations in May, as follows.

 Building the Wall & confiscating land

·  The Israeli authorities continued their work on the east of the Wall near Az-Zayem, and Israeli bulldozers worked on the land of Azariyeh, specially on the security road which will guard the Wall.
 The economic situation in Abu Dis 

· The international siege on the Palestinian occupied territories, which started in January 2006 continued. Although the government employees still did not have their salaries, the education and health employees decided to end the programme of short-term strikes that had been going on since last November.  That came after three days of the strike starting from the 7th May. The teachers’ national union announced a return to work to save the education year and to give a chance for the government to solve this problem, because of the bad situation that the Palestinians passed through and the Israeli threats to invade Gaza Strip.
Israeli violations at the checkpoints round Abu Dis
· The UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs issued a new report about the Israeli checkpoints in the Occupied Territories. It says that Israel increased the number of checkpoints during the last month and the number has now reached 537 fixed checkpoints in different places in the West Bank, a rise from 528 last January. The report also mentions that from 120 flying checkpoints each week last January, there were 200 per week during the past month.

· The report mentions that travel to Jerusalem has got worse since the beginning of this year than in the past three years, and the Israelis allowed a total of 293 business people and people who work in the hospitals to have regular permits and to travel through al-Zayam and al-Zaitouna checkpoints, together with urgent cases. 
· It is not easy to get a health permit to enter Jerusalem: patients have to take a health report to the Civil Department, ask for a permit and wait for a few days. Usually it is refused “for security reasons.” Figures from Al Muqassed Health Centre in Abu Dis show that during May, 28 patients were given letters asking for them to go to Al Muqassed hospital n Jerusalem but only 10 of them managed to get there. 
· On Sunday 6th May, an Israeli police border force made a checkpoint on the main crossroad in Abu Dis at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. The soldiers stopped students from the University and asked for their IDs.  An eye-witness there, an owner of one of the shops, said that the soldiers beat one of the students badly in front of everyone in the street, and then put him in a jeep and took him away. The eye witness added that the young man was from Nablus and was studying at Al Quds University, and they did not know exactly what happened with him.

· On Wednesday 23rd May, the Israeli soldiers from the Border Police in Abu Dis made a check point near Abu Dis Youth Club at 4pm in the afternoon and stopped the cars and people. They made some youth stand against a wall and took their IDs. They shot tear gas and sound bombs. An eye-witness, the owner of a small business in the area, said that the soldiers stopped a worker Abd el Kareem Jamous, while he was returning from his work, together with his two sons. One of them, Ismail, who is 25 years old, was beaten by a soldier with a wooden baton on his head, and was injured and started to bleed. The eye-witness said that people started to gather around the soldiers, trying to protect that young man; they managed to take him away and to put him in a car which went directly to Ramallah Hospital.  The soldiers arrested his father and shot tear gas and live bullets. Another three military jeeps came and they forced the owner of all the shops around to close. They destroyed the glass of one shop in the area. Later that night, at one o;clock in the morning, an Israeli police came to their house and arrested Ismail Abd el Kareem who had returned from the hospital, and he is now in jail.
· On Sunday 27th May, at 9 o’clock at night, an Israeli military jeep stopped Ghassan Talal Dandan (aged 17) who was walking in the main street of Abu Dis near the University crossroads. One of the soldiers asked him to get in the jeep and he started to beat and kick him without even asking for his ID.  After nearly 15 minutes, they let him get out and told him to go home. The same jeep arrested three teenagers from the street – their names Rady Eriqat, Sufian Mohsen and Yahya Jaffal. The three of them were taken to the Israeli military camp in Abu Dis and were beaten hard and after three hours they were released without being given any reason or having any charge.
· On the evening of 26th May a young man, Anas Awisat (aged 18), was killed by Israeli soldiers. He was an innocent victim who was passing the entrance of the military checkpoint when there was shooting between an Israeli force and Palestinian resistance.  Note that Sheikh Sa'ed checkpoint divides East and West Sawahreh, and during the last year there have been many incidents there, and two people killed, a young man from Sawahreh and an old, sick man from Abu Dis, while they were passing that checkpoint.
· Since the year 2000 Israel has refused to allow the people who have West Bank IDs, to join Friday prayers in Al Aqsa Mosque even if they have permits, This policy also continued during May 2007.

Arresting and invading houses
During this month the Israeli authorities continued the policy of arresting people. Three youths were arrested in May following the invasion of their houses by Israeli soldiers but all were held for a short time and have been released since.
· On Tuesday 8th May, an Israeli military force invaded three houses in the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis in the middle of the night.  They   arrested  Mohammed Yasser Mohsen, 14 years old, who is a student  in Abu Dis Boys’ School. Mohammed was released the day after, and gave a statement about what happened:
“The soldiers invaded the house of my neighbour and my grandparents’ house before they reached my house. Then ten soldiers entered my house at 12 midnight after my father opened the door for them. They took me outside the house, tied my hands, and blindfolded me, and then they took me to Maale Adumim Police Station.” 
When Mohammed was arrested, he was beaten hard by the Israeli soldiers and they injured him badly. They took him to the hospital and he stayed a whole day before they returned him to his family and they told his father that he had to pay a thousand shekels and to bring Mohammed to court in September this year.
· On Sunday 13th May, an Israeli force invaded the house of Ibrahim Afaneh and searched the house looking for his son Majdi but he was out of the house. The soldier forced Ibrahim to call his son and get him to come home and threatened that they would arrest him if they did not have his son. Majdi returned and they arrested him.   Majdi is a towjehi student in Abu Dis Boys’ School.
· On Thursday 24th May, an Israeli force invaded the house of Ahmed Naim Ayyad they held him for 3 hours before they released him without giving any reasons.
Prisoners’ affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of May 2007, there are 63 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 27 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  

·  On Thursday 3rd May, Majdi Salah and Abdullah Elyan was released after eight days. Their families paid 1,500 shekels for each of them. They were both given dates to go to court next July.
· On Thursday 3rd May, the teacher Hussain Jamous (who is a teacher in Abu Dis Boys’ School) was released.

· On Thursday 24th May, Saed Abdel Kareem Jaffal was released after being in prison for a period of twenty-one months. It is worth mentioning that Saed was sent to the hospital while he was in prison and his family were sent a bill for 5000 shekels for his treatment and forced to  pay before his release
· Relatives of the prisoner Samer Mohammad Halabiyeh said that their son was still in isolation and the Israeli authority refused to allow the lawyer to visit him after nearly a month of arrest. It is worth mentioning that Samer was arrested the day of 24th April and was sent to the Muskobiye investigation centre in Jerusalem. The family of the prisoner said that the Israeli soldiers stole some things from their house on the night of the arrest.  When they went to the Israeli police on the same night, the family managed to get them back.

· On Sunday 20th May, the student Majd Afaneh was released after imprisonment of seven days without being given any reason.

· On Wednesday 30th May, the Israeli authorities allowed the families of the prisoners in Ofar prison to visit them. So the families of the prisoners in Abu Dis met early in the morning and got a bus provided by the Red Cross. The family of Saif al-Din Abu Hilal said that when they got to the prison at half past eight in the morning, they were held inside the military camp for about six hours before they were avoid to visit Saif for 25 minutes. On the same visit, the prison administration refused to allow the family of the prisoner Faruq Halabiyeh to see him. The family went to the visit after getting a permit from the Israeli authority and co ordinating with the Red Cross but still they were not allowed to see him.
· They refused to allow the families of Athir Elayan and Hassan Badr to enter or even to send clothes for their sons inside the jail.

· The prisoners in the Negev desert prison said that the prison administration gave the responsibility for cooking in the prison kitchen to the criminal prisoners.  This threatened the quantity and quality of the food; and it is worth mentioning that the responsibility of the kitchen had been with the political prisoners since Israel opened that jail in 1988
Abu Dis Boys’ School 
Details of the attack by Israeli Border Police on boys inside Abu Dis Boys’ School on 14th February and the follow-up to this are available on the CADFA website www.camdenabudis.org
On Wednesday 30th May, the Israeli Human Rights centre told the head teacher of Abu Dis School that the police had stopped the investigation and closed the case without giving any details or any results of that investigation. The head teacher of the school wants to go to the court again and he has asked the human rights centre to take this case up again.
Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular 
(1) to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the International Court of Justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152, occupation forces must not confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
(2) also to note the issues about the treatment of prisoners. In particular, the UN Convention against Torture, signed in 1984.  defines torture as "Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him …  information or a confession …. punishing him … intimidating or coercing him  ..."  This is currently being violated and is affecting many people in Abu Dis and Palestine, and we are calling for your help and support.
