Monthly report on Israeli violations in Abu Dis,  March 2007.

The Israeli violations on the people in Abu Dis continued during March 2007. There were five people arrested from their houses; a man was shot in the street by Israeli soldiers; a woman gave birth at Al Zaytouna terminal (one of the big checkpoints in the Wall); the repercussions to the February 14th attack on the Boys’ School continued.  In this report we will give details about the Israeli violations in March, as follows.

 Building the Wall & confiscating land
·  The Israeli authorities continued the work of building the Wall on the east side of Abu Dis, in the sector between Al Zayim and Qidar. The Israeli bulldozers continued their work to open a new “security road” to connect Maale Adumim settlement with the hills around, to prepare to build more and more new houses on the lands of East Jerusalem towns.
 The economic situation in Abu Dis 

· The international siege on the Palestinian occupied territories, which started in January 2006 continued; this has been having a terrible impact on all of the different sectors in Palestine. The teachers from the government schools threatened to go on strike again unless a fair solution to their suffering could be found.
· On another level, linked to the Israeli policy to weaken the Palestinian economy, the Israeli authorities decided not to allow the Palestinian medical companies to sell their medicine within East Jerusalem.
Israeli violations at the checkpoints round Abu Dis
The Israelis have now sealed off Jerusalem very thoroughly and there are only two ways that people can go there by car, if they are allowed. The Palestinians are now using the word “ma’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe the huge checkpoints that are like international frontiers that are the ways through the Wall. For the people of Abu Dis, these two terminals are Azzayam, open to people with Jerusalem IDs, and Jabal al Zaytoun, open only to West Bankers – and only if they have permits to go to Jerusalem. (Note that most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have Jerusalem IDs)
·  On Sunday 11th March, at 8pm, Israeli soldiers put a checkpoint  on the road to the university and they stopped many young people who were leaving the mosque near the university.  Among them was Bassim Mohammad Uredat who was stopped while he was travelling in his car; the soldiers took his ID and forced him to stand near to the wall. When he tried to escape, a soldier shot him in his back from a very close distance (about 10 metres). He was left bleeding on the street. Some old people came and had an argument with the soldiers, wanting an ambulance that had arrived to be allowed to reach the injured man. It was nearly half an hour before the soldiers allowed anyone to reach him, and people there had to call human rights organisations in Israel for help.  Directly after the incident, the soldiers started to shoot gunfire and to throw tear gas at the people who were crossing the street, and they forced the people who own the shops in that street to close them and they kept them inside their shops until a very late hour in the night. Eventually the soldiers put Bassim in an ambulance and he was taken to hospital.

· On Monday 12th March, Afaf Bahar from Abu Dis gave birth to her first baby at Al-Zaitoun “terminal” (as the Israelis now call the big checkpoints in the Separation Wall).  So the new baby, Shahinda Matimad Halabiye, from Abu Dis was born at Al-Zaitoun checkpoint after her mother had been forbidden to enter Jerusalem in order Al Mukassed Hospital. Afaf’s mother, the grandmother, had been that morning to the Civil Department at the checkpoint to ask for a permit for her daughter who was in labour. She waited for a long time but was not given one although they had a letter from the Al Mukassed Hospital saying that Afaf was about to give birth and would need a permit during that period of time.  After that, Afaf’s mother returned to her house and took Afaf with her because it now was urgent. They first went to the place which is Al Bawabe and spoke to a soldier, explaining that Afaf was in labour and needed to get to the hospital. The soldiers refused, and told them that she wasn’t due to have a baby for another four months. So they returned to Al Zaitoun checkpoint, hoping to reach the hospital quickly.  When they arrived there, again the Israeli soldiers refused to allow them to go through.  Afaf started to give birth. When the baby was born, the soldiers called an Israeli ambulance to take her to Al Mukassed 
· On Monday 12th March, the Israeli authorities refused to allow a teacher from the United Nations School to enter Jerusalem to take her son to the Al Mukassed Hospital. She tried to go through Al-Zaitoun “terminal” and they refused to allow her. She tried to go through Qalandia terminal (much further away, between Ramallah and Jerusalem) She spent a lot of time but she did not get there.
· On Saturday 17th March,  the Israeli soldiers at Al-Zaitoun “terminal” refused to allow two young sisters (aged 8 and 9 years old) to enter Jerusalem to go to their own school, Rahbat  al Wordiyeh.  Children under 16 are not required to have identification. These daughters of Amjad al Qumbar, whose wife has a Jerusalem ID, were asked for their papers to prove that they belonged to somebody in Jerusalem. Eventually, a Palestinian driver rang their father to bring some papers to prove they could go to Jerusalem.

· On Saturday 24th March at nearly 12 midnight, there was heavy shooting inside and around Abu Dis on the main street and also in Al Azariyeh. Sometimes the soldiers enjoy shooting to amuse themselves and it often happens on a Saturday.

· On 30th March it was Land Day* and there was a demonstration in Abu Dis. The youth closed the streets; soldiers came and they threw tear gas.

· Since the year 2000 Israel has refused to allow the people who have West Bank IDs, even if they have permits, to join Friday prayers in Al Aqsa Mosque. This policy also continued during March 2007.

* Land Day (30th March) is the anniversary of a day in 1976 when the Israeli confiscated land from Palestinians in the 1948 villages, and killed people who demonstrated. On the same day in 1976, a boy of 12 was shot by the Israelis  in Abu Dis when he went out of Abu Dis Boys’ School on a demonstration.
Arresting and invading houses
During this month the Israeli authorities continued the policy of arresting people. There were many youths arrested in March and the Israeli soldiers together with the intelligence forces invaded many houses in Abu Dis, as listed below.
· On Tuesday 13th March, 3 Israeli Border Police vehicles, together with a group of soldiers on foot, invaded the house of Salah Eriqat, which has three floors. They went to the ground floor, which is rented out to students from the University. Soldiers entered the house and searched and took the IDs of the students from the house for a security check. They also went up to Salah’s flat on the first floor, searched it and even though the second floor is empty, they insisted that Salah open it and they entered it. The same force went to Abed Eriqat’s house, near Salah’s, and they searched the house, and the house of Yousef Al Hremy. Nobody knew exactly what they were looking for.

· On Wednesday 14th March, Israeli Border Police invaded three houses in Abu Dis and they arrested Saif Uddin Khalal Abu Hilal and Ghassan Hussein Lafee, who are Towjehi* students and Mustafa Jamal Mohsen who is in the eleventh grade (age 15 or 16). They are all from Abu Dis Boys’ School.
· On Monday 26th March, early in the morning, an Israeli Border Police vehicle chased Abed Ayyad (who has psychological problems). The soldiers started to shoot around him and in the air. Abed, who was very afraid, entered the Mosque near the University. When the soldiers started to threaten the people who had gone to the Mosque for the morning prayer, that if they did not give them Abed they would enter the Mosque, although the people there tried to explain that he has psychological problems. The soldiers insisted and they took him to the police station in Maale Adumim and released him a day later. Note that his ID card has something on it explaining that he has problems.
· On Tuesday 27th March, an Israeli invaded the house of Mahmoud Jameel Eriqat, a student at Al Quds University, and the house of Mohammad Khalil Eriqat from Abu Dis Boys’ School – he is in the 11th grade. They arrested them both.
*Towjehi is the important exam that Palestinian students do in their last year at school and is very important if they want to go on to university.
Prisoners’ affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of March 2007, there are 72 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 27 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  

·  The Israeli Prison Management asked the prisoner Sa’ad Abdul Kareem Jaffal from Abu Dis, who is spending 19 months inside Israeli jails, to pay money for health treatment that he had in Hadassa Ein Karim Hospital. Sa’ad was sent to hospital from jail when he had problems with his joints following his time in cramped circumstances in prison. When he returned back to jail from the hospital, his family received a bill for 5000 shekels and they were asked to pay it before Sa’ad could be released. Note that there are nearly 950 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails who are receiving medical treatment. 20 of these cases are really serious, including cancer, heart problems, kidney problems.

· On Thursday 8th March, Omar Saqar Salah was released from Israeli prison after six months.   
Abu Dis Boys’ School 
Details of the attack by Israeli Border Police on boys inside Abu Dis Boys’ School on 14th February were given in last month’s report. During March, the work by CADFA helped to pressure the Israeli authorities  to begin an investigation and eventually Abdul Wahab Sabbah, CADFA co-ordinator and Aqal Abu Khalil, the Head Teacher of the Boys’ School were interviewed by the Israelis on 28th March. 

The Head Teacher wrote to CADFA that he believed that this work had made things safer inside the Boys’ School than before. However, things were not quiet during March in the Boys’ School.

· On 7th March, 2 Israeli soldiers went through the gate into the School at 7.30 in the morning at the time that children were going into school. They were chasing children who had shouted at them.

· Four more children from the Boys’ School were arrested by the Israeli military this month, taking the total number of children from this school arrested to 24. Ten of these students are in their final year of school, doing their Towjehi (see above)

· On 24th March, we received this report from a student in the 9th grade:

I’m a student in Abu Dis Boys’ School. I am writing to you about one of the major problems that we face when we go to our school which is the Israeli soldiers, because if we enter the school, they hold us inside it, and sometimes they close the doors so we can’t enter the school. This is what happened today, Saturday 24th March. At about 11.30, the Israeli soldiers came and they stopped their vehicle near the main gate of the school, and they did not allow us to go out. We were very afraid and the soldiers did not move their vehicle from near the main gate and they were fully armed and aimed weapons at the main gate.

Our teachers went out to talk to the soldiers who did not even want to listen to them, but our teachers made a line of their own bodies to protect us so that we managed to go out. That is how we went out of the school safely. But still there was one soldier who chased the student and he was holding a stun grenade and threatening to use it. 
Nadeem Abu Hilal.
Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular 
(1) to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the International Court of Justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152, occupation forces must not confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
(2) also to note the issues about the treatment of prisoners. In particular, the UN Convention against Torture, signed in 1984.  defines torture as "Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him …  information or a confession …. punishing him … intimidating or coercing him  ..."  This is currently being violated and is affecting many people in Abu Dis and Palestine, and we are calling for your help and support.
