Monthly report on Israeli violations in Abu Dis, July and August 2007.
The Israeli violations on the people in Abu Dis continued during July and August.  Arrests following night-time invasions of houses continued, 5 young men were arrested and 11 were sent to administrative detention.  There was a breakdown of security in Jerusalem.  Violations at the Israeli checkpoints around Abu Dis were very clear in the last two months, and the economic situation for the Palestinians has continued to be very bleak. 
In this report we will give details about the Israeli violations in July and August, as follows.

 Building the Wall & confiscating land
July was the 3rd anniversary of the International Court of Justice advisory opinion  about the Wall, which found that the Wall is not legal and Israel must stop building it and destroy the bits that it has already built. This anniversary came while Israel continued the work of building the Wall and confiscating more and more land especially in the Jerusalem area.
The Wall is still cutting the land of Azariyeh on its way to Maale Adumim settlement.  Work continued on the security road which is supposed to be near the Wall.  Also on the south side, Israel is completing the Wall between  Sawahreh and the area of Bethlehem, closing all the gaps.  (In the area between the towns it is a security fence.) This is now nearly complete right up to the town of Bethlehem.
 The economic situation in Abu Dis 

· What happened in Gaza in June 2007 had an effect on the economic life in the whole of Palestine.  The new Palestinian government in the West Bank introduced new procedures which affected thousands of employees of the Palestinian Authority. Thousands of employees whose employment had started after December 2005 found that they had lost their jobs. Also the new government closed more than 130 different NGOs (centres, charitable societies etc) in the West Bank.  The international siege continued in the Gaza Strip and in August it led to electricity cuts across the whole area of the Gaza Strip. 
· As for the situation in East Jerusalem, there was a complete breakdown of security. In Abu Dis itself we have heard gunshots in the streets, which people are not used to in this area. The last time was on Monday 5th August when covered Palestinian gunmen attacked Palestinian police in the main street in Abu Dis while there were many people in the streets. There were no injuries during that attack but for the people a very dangerous signal about what might happen in the future.
· The new school year is expected to start at the beginning of September. There were threats by the teachers’ union to continue the strike with which they ended last year because still there are many teachers who have not received their full salary for the past year.  Although they had promises from the new government to pay them, they received August and July’s salary but still not the missing salary for several previous months. 
· The price of basic food is continuing to go up fast, specially in East Jerusalem which is out of the control of the Palestinian Authority. (In the main cities there are PA offices to control prices – people can go to the offices to complain if things are sold at a high price)

Israeli pass laws and the issue of Jerusalem citizenship
Different Israeli governments since 1973 have worked hard to reduce the percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to less than 22%. This has led to many different policies that have made great pressure on Palestinians in Jerusalem, and many thousands of people having their Jerusalem IDs taken from them. Five thousand families in Jerusalem have lost their IDs since 1973 (from Israeli Interior Ministry) The pressure has been increasing. During just the past year (2006), 1,363 Jerusalem residents lost their Jerusalem IDs 
This came after Israel has separated Jerusalem completely from its suburbs. Many people who have Jerusalem IDs, and many families who have mixed IDs live in these suburbs. (Note that most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have Jerusalem IDs)  
Recently the Israeli authorities started to open the files of Palestinian women who have Jerusalem IDs and are married to Palestinian men who hold West Bank IDs. They have questioned the payments of health insurance to them and their children and threatened to take their Jerusalem IDs. Already the process of taking some of their Jerusalem IDs has begun. 
A woman from Beit Hanina said that the Israeli police together with employees from the Insurance office invaded her father's house while she was there. They told her that they had already deleted her rights to the insurance because she was married to a man from Abu Dis with Palestinian ID. She lives all the time at her father's house and all her tax goes to the Israeli authorities. It is worth mentioning that according to Israeli occupation law, if anyone has his Jerusalem ID taken, he does not have the right to live in the Occupied territories, even in the West Bank.
On Thursday 5th July, an Israeli force (border police) bought a force from the Israeli border police and the Israeli tax office made a checkpoint on the main street between Maale Adumim and Azariyeh. There are often checkpoints there, but this is the first time people had seen the employees from the insurance office and the tax office involved in the checkpoint. They stopped cars which had yellow plates (Jerusalem plates) and Palestinian drivers who hold Jerusalem IDs, and arrested people who had no record of paying Israeli taxes or Israeli national insurance  Also the police asked many of them what they were doing in Azariyeh.    This started to become a regular occurrence on Thursdays, because many of the Palestinians who hold Jerusalem IDs have houses in Azariyeh or Abu Dis and they return to their houses at the weekends, which is against the law of the Israeli occupation.   
Israeli violations at the checkpoints round Abu Dis
Since the Israelis started to build the Separation Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal off Jerusalem very thoroughly and now there are only two ways that people can go there by car, if they are allowed. The Palestinians are now using the word “ma’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe the huge checkpoints that are like international frontiers that are the ways through the Wall. For the people of Abu Dis, these two terminals are Azzayam, open to people with Jerusalem IDs, and Jabal al Zaytoun, open only to West Bankers – and only if they have permits to go to Jerusalem.
· On Saturday the 7th July, the al-Quds newspaper reported “Eyewitnesses among taxi drivers who travelled through the Container checkpoint said that the Israelis had introduced new military procedures against the people who travelled through the checkpoint. They said that early in the morning they stopped cars coming from Bethlehem towards Abu Dis and there was a very long line of cars waiting to pass through the checkpoints. A driver called Adel Subeh said that he waited for long hours under the sun and when he asked the officer, he told him it was for security reasons. Another driver said the soldiers asked the passengers to get out of the car and asked them to stand next to a wall. He saw soldiers make 50 children aged between 8 and 12 years old, on their way from a summer camp on  a day out in Ramallah, get out of the bus and they searched the bus. The soldiers made the children wait outside for more than half an hour before they entered the bus.”
· On Tuesday 10th July, the Israeli authorities at al-Zeitounah terminal refused to let children from Abu Dis enter Jerusalem together with their teacher although the British Consulate had sent them an official letter asking for them to be allowed to get a permit so they could go to the Consulate. The children spent eight hours waiting for the Civil Department decision which came at the end of the day and was a refusal.
· On Wednesday 18th July, ,the Israeli authorities at Allenby Bridge refused to allow two girls, Sajida Aribeh and Aisha Eriqat, to travel to Jordan although they had their Palestinian passports and British visas. The two girls were joining a dabkeh group going to London, but the Israeli authority said that their passport numbers were not entered in the Israeli computer on the Bridge.  At the same time,  the Israeli authorities did not allow Abdul Wahab Sabbah, the CADFA Abu Dis co-ordinator and the leader of the youth group to London to travel, citing “security reasons”.
· On Wednesday 1st August, the Israeli authorities closed the checkpoint on the way to Jericho to traffic in both directions. This closure remained in place for ten days, causing great suffering for people travelling to and from Jericho and the Allenby Bridge. People coming from East Jerusalem and the south of the West Bank had to go to Ramallah and nearly as far as the borders of Nablus – nearly 80km, with three major checkpoints – instead of travelling 25 km. More than that, it meant long waits in the extremely hot temperatures of the Jordan Valley which is below sea level and one of the hottest places in the world. People were told that the cause of this was security for the meeting between Ehud Olmert and Mahmoud Abbas in Jericho.
· On Sunday 5th August, a woman doctor who works in Al-Muqassed Hospital in Jerusalem was treated badly and humiliated by soldiers in Al-Zeitunah terminal. She was stopped and held by the soldiers for two hours on suspicion, they said, of having explosive materials on her clothing. The security force at the terminal forced her to take off all her clothes and she stayed for two hours in this condition. Meanwhile her clothes were put in a cupboard, which was locked and she was given a key; they weren’t even checked. Note that this doctor had been working at that hospital for a long time and has a permit to enter Jerusalem. (There are more details at http://www.camdenabudis.org/docs/Dr%20AJ%20August%202007.doc)
· On Monday 13th August the soldiers at Al-Zayyam checkpoint refused to allow two ambulances to enter Jerusalem. They were carrying two girls who had been injured in a car accident, and after one hour of arguments between the ambulance drivers and the soldiers, the ambulances had to leave the checkpoint and go to Jericho to a hospital there.
· On Wednesday 15th August, the Israeli authority again closed Jericho checkpoint at midday, which was a huge problem for the police and for people returning from Jordan – they had to use the Nablus road (as between 1st-10th August).

· Since the year 2000 Israel has refused to allow the people who have West Bank IDs, to join Friday prayers in Al Aqsa Mosque even if they have permits. This policy continued during July and August 2007.
Arresting and invading houses
During this month the Israeli authorities continued the policy of arresting people. There were many youths arrested in July and August and the Israeli soldiers together with the intelligence forces invaded many houses in Abu Dis, as listed below.
· On Tuesday 31st July, an Israeli flying checkpoint* was put in front of the main entrance to Abu Dis near the Wall. The army stopped Sufian Abu Hilal (23 years old) and Mohammed Nasser (19 years old) while they were returning to Abu Dis from their work. The soldiers took them both to Maale Adumim Police Station where they investigated and tortured them and forced them to sign a confession although they maintain they are innocent. They took them on the same day to Ofer Prison in Ramallah where they are now waiting to go to court.

· On Wednesday 1st August, around 1 o’clock in the morning, an Israeli force together with an intelligence officer invaded the house of Khalid Jaffal. Khalid said that ten soldiers had entered the house and asked him about his son Samih, who is 16 years old. They arrested his son and took him to Kfar Atzion in Bethlehem, where he was under investigation for two days and they moved him to Ofer Prison waiting for a trial.
· On Thursday 2nd August, in the night, an Israeli force invaded the house of Younis  Bader. They were looking for Wa’el Younis Bader, aged 14, who was staying elsewhere as his parents were both away. The soldiers told his big brother that if Wa’el was not brought to Maale Adumim Police Station within the next three days, they would find and kill him.  The brother was very worried and took the threat seriously.  He had also heard a lot of stories of recent abuses to young boys in Maale Adumim Police Station and was scared to take him there.  He sought advice from human rights organisations, and CADFA wrote on his behalf to the Israeli authorities in concern at the threat, with copies to a number of organisations. The Israeli Embassy promised to investigate though nothing further has been heard, and to date (end of August) Wa’el is not daring to live in his house.
· On Wednesday 15th  August, Amin Bader (16 years old) who is a student in the Arab Institute School in the 11th Grade was arrested from his house in Abu Dis.  He is being held Ofer prison.
· On Monday 6th August, Abdullah Abu Isbeitan (25 years old) was arrested.
*flying checkpoint = a checkpoint that is not there permanently

Prisoners’ affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of March 2007, there are 75 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 27 children from Abu Dis schools, and a young woman of 21  (Rowan Thawabteh) who was arrested at the age of 16 and is still in jail. 
There is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at http://www.camdenabudis.org/prisoners.html

· At the beginning of July, the Israeli authorities gave orders for administrative detention (ie detention with no trial) of between 4 and 6 months each to eleven people from Abu Dis who were arrested in June (Khalid Saleem Halabiyeh (36 years), Omran Werad Halabiyeh (47 years old) and his son Ma’in (22 years), Sa’id Mahmoud Lafee (30 years), Ali Jammous (40 years), Talib Johar (47 years old) Fadl Al Mubayyid (40 years)  Ali Ayyad (30 years), Hammad Al Ayan (40 years old), Ahmed Na’im Ayyad,  Rajab Attallah Halabiyeh (37 years)).

· On Thursday 5th July , the Israeli court in Ofer jail delayed the cases of Jaafar Deeb Abu Zahrah (16 years old), Mahmoud Jameel Eriqat (25 years old), so they will be heard in October.
· On Wednesday 26th July, families of child prisoners in Ofer jail tried to visit their sons; the Israeli authorities refused to allow the visit, without giving any reason.

· On Thursday 2nd August, Malik Na’man Badr, aged 14, was released from Israeli jail after spending two months; his family paid 2,500 shekels to the Israeli Authority for his release.
· On Thursday 2nd August, Ali Said Kaabaneh, aged 18, was released after spending nineteen months in Israeli jails. He was imprisoned while he was still a student at Abu Dis Boys’ School. He managed to finish his towjehi exam while he was inside jail.
· On Sunday 12th August, Mohammad Fawzi Salah (25 years old) was released from Israeli jail after he had spent three and a half years inside.

· On Tuesday 14th August, Ismail Jammous (25 years old) was released from Israeli jail after he had spent three months inside.

· On Thursday 30th August, the families of prisoners from Jerusalem organised a demonstration. They held their sons’ photos and stood outside the Police Station in Salah ud Din Street for two hours calling for the immediate release of their sons inside jail.
· On Thursday 30th August, Ahmed Bader, 16 years old, a student from the Arab Institute School, was released after spending 7 months inside Israeli jails.

Abu Dis Boys’ School 

Details of the attack by Israeli Border Police on boys inside Abu Dis Boys’ School on 14th February and the follow-up to this are available on the CADFA website www.camdenabudis.org
We haven’t received any response or information from the Israeli side about reopening the investigation in the case since the Abu Dis School Head teacher asked for the enquiry to be reopened in the middle of last May. The Israeli Human Rights Centre ACRI is still working on the case.  

Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements.  There is helpful information on these agreements at the following United Nations site:

http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm 

Some important agreements and decisions.

1. The International Court of Justice asked Israel to stop work on the  Separation Wall in the Palestinian occupied territories including East Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all the bits that are already built and to delete all the laws and decisions which the Israeli government had made in creating it (Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 – Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
2.  There are many international agreements against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.  Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights   (1976) reads:  No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.”   The UN Convention against Torture, signed in 1984, which defines torture as "Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him …  information or a confession …. punishing him … intimidating or coercing him  ..."      
3. According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152, occupation forces must not confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  
4. Israel is a signatory to the undertaking   “ to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.”  (International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 2)
5. The same international agreement states that  “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation… Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks”
The people of Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of these agreements and decisions and call on the international community to guarantee their human rights and their rights under international humanitarian law.

 

